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The God of All Comfort  2 Corinthians 1:1-11                           Lesson One 
 

Introduction to 2 Corinthians, 1:1-2 
 The writer of 2 Corinthians, Paul, was an Apostle who had great 
influence in the 1st Century Christian world because of his missionary work.  As 
a Jewish scholar who grew up in a Gentile city, he had a unique skill set to 
minister to Jews and Gentiles. 2 Corinthians shows us Paul’s heart for ministry 
and his struggle to help the church in Corinth to grow. 
 Corinth was a unique city in the Roman Empire.  The Romans made it 
the capital of Achaia, the southern half of modern day Greece.  With its vital 
seaport, the city flourished because of its commerce.  With the thousands of 
merchants and sailors who traveled through its gates, the city of Corinth had a 
reputation as one of the most immoral cities of the ancient world.  In ancient 
times, the word Corinthianize meant to practice sexual immorality.  Yet Paul 
planted a church here that grew and held strong, Acts 18.  While this 
congregation faced persecution and pressure, Paul continued to work with it 
to make it stronger. 

Paul planted the church in Corinth on his Second Missionary Journey.  
He later wrote several letters to the believers in Corinth, two of which are 
included in the Bible.  Paul’s first letter to Corinth is lost (1 Corinthians 5:9-11), 
his second letter to them is our book of 1 Corinthians, the third letter is lost 
(2:6-9, 7:12), and his fourth letter is our book of 2 Corinthians.  2 Corinthians 
was written less than a year after 1 Corinthians.  The Apostle Paul had written 
1 Corinthians to deal with divisions in the church.  When the problems were 
not solved, Paul visited Corinth a second time.  That visit was painful for Paul 
and the Church (2 Corinthians 2:1).  He then planned a third visit, but delayed 
it and wrote 2 Corinthians instead.  Because of persecution and trials, Paul was 
not able to visit Corinth as often as he would have liked to.  When he delayed 
his coming, some false teachers sprung up in the church who claimed Paul was 
not really an Apostle, did not care about the church in Corinth and was 
pocketing the money collected for the churches in Judea.  Paul’s writings 
reflect his defense against these charges.  2 Corinthians is unique among 
Paul’s writings in its lack of organization.  Much of the book is a mixture of 
Paul’s defense of himself as an apostle, of Paul’s plan for a collection of money 
to be given to Christians suffering in a famine in Judea, and of Paul reminding 
the Corinthians of his love for them.  This book gives a clear view of Paul’s 
personality and of his love for those whom he had converted.  
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 2 Corinthians is a book that will resonate with Christians today.  It 
illustrates perfectly the suffering that Christians must endure and in doing 
so, shows us how God will comfort us and strengthen us through that 
suffering.  This letter will help us to understand how ultimate victory in 
Christ can be found as we cling to our Savior in spite of false attacks, 
persecutions and worldly temptations. 
 

The God of All Comfort, 1:3-7 
 As Paul opens this letter to the Corinthians, he speaks of the God of 
all comfort.  In fact this section of Scriptures mentions comfort ten times.  
The word comfort (Greek; PARACLETE) means to come to the side of 
another to help closely.  Written to those who were suffering for the sake of 
Christ, Paul mentions how the comfort he has received in Christ allows him 
to give comfort to other Christians who are struggling. 
 Many think that when God comforts us, our troubles should go 
away.  But if that were always so, people would turn to God only out of a 
desire to be relieved of pain and not out of love to him.  We must 
understand that being comforted can also mean receiving strength, 
encouragement, and hope to deal with our troubles.  The more we suffer 
the more comfort God gives us. 
 Paul points out that the reason we are comforted is so we can 
comfort others as well.  As people see us endure, they are encouraged to 
endure struggles themselves.  As we endure trials, we are able to feel 
empathy for others and to know better how to assist them.  When our times 
are difficult, we learn patience and grace that will show through in our 
character for the rest of our lives.  Paul’s difficulty encouraged the 
Corinthians and helps us today as well. 
 

The Struggle of Ministry, 1:8-11 
 During Paul’s missionary journeys, he often felt that he was under 
danger of death.  The pressure he endured included physical trials as well as 
his great spiritual concern for the persecutions being felt by the new 
Christians he had just converted to Christ.  His way of life caused him to 
place his hope and trust fully on God. 
 We are tempted to place our trust in our own skills and abilities 
when times are good and only place faith in God when we are unable to 
help ourselves. Paul knew, and we must as well, that victory in life can only 
be found by faith in Jesus Christ.  The prayers of Christians in times of 
trouble give great comfort and power through the Lord.  Paul was able to 
succeed in his mission because of God’s grace and the Corinthians’ prayers.  

  

Application: 
 

1.  What in your 
environment makes 
it difficult to be a 
Christian?  What 
things make it 
easier? 

 
 
 
 
 
2.  What are some ways 

you are comforted 
by God? 

 
 
 
 
 
3.  In what ways do you 

comfort others? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Do you pray for 

others?  Have you 
asked others to pray 
for you?  Why or 
why not? 

 
 

Next Week: 
Our Life in Christ 

2 Cor. 1:12-24 
 



 
 
 
 

Paul’s Reason for Delay, 2 Corinthians 1:12-24                       Lesson Two 
 

Living In Simplicity And Sincerity, 1:12-14 
In this passage, Paul explains why he has not visited Corinth lately.  Paul 
reminded the Corinthians of his total sincerity and godliness in all of his 
dealings with the Corinthians.  He lived his life as an open book of integrity 
and uprightness in behavior among them.  He did not resort to the tricks of 
“fleshly wisdom” to manipulate their faith.  His actions were open before God 
and themselves so that there were no hidden deeds of darkness and 
dishonesty on his part. 
Paul understood that some of the Corinthians believed that he was not being 
sincere and these skeptics were telling the other Christians in Corinth that Paul 
was deceitful or hiding something from them.  He was therefore showing 
them that his motives were pure and without blemish.  He reminded them 
that since they were converted to the faith by Paul, they were his boast and 
he was theirs in the Day of Judgment.  As Christians we are to live lives of 
simplicity and honesty.  An old saying is that if you always tell the truth, you 
don’t have to remember who you talked to.  The Devil is the father of all lies 
and as Christians we must live above the world’s standard of integrity.  It is 
important that we remember that all Christians live in “glass houses” that 
show our faith in God and our feelings toward one another. 
  

Paul’s Actions Toward His Brethren, 1:15-18 
 Paul had intended to visit the city of Corinth again soon (1 Corinthians 16:5), 
but had instead gone to Macedonia first.  This gave some of the fickle 
brethren in Corinth reason to complain and slander Paul.  Paul tells them that 
he was not being deceitful and that just because his plans had changed, it did 
not mean anything concerning his love for the brethren in Corinth.  Paul’s 
change of plans had caused some of his accusers to say that he couldn’t be 
trusted, hoping to undermine his authority.  Paul said he was not the type of 
person to say “yes” when he meant “no.” Paul told them the events of his trip 
are what changed his plans, not his feeling for the Corinthians.  Paul explained 
that it was not indecision but concern for their feelings that forced him to 
change his plans.  The reason for his trip—to bring joy (1:24)—could not be 
accomplished with the present crisis.  Paul didn’t want his trip there to be only 
a rebuke of their actions (1:23).  He wanted it to be one of joy. 
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 Just as the Corinthians could trust God to keep his promises, they could 
trust Paul as God’s representative to keep his word.  He would still visit 
them, but at a better time after their problems were worked out. 
Paul recognized that his actions and words mattered.  We also should 
remember that the words we say—even if they are true—have 
consequences.  There are times when we should speak and there are 
times when we should be quiet.  There are times we should be present in 
a situation and there are times it is best for us not to be around certain 
people.  We have a great responsibility to our brethren not to be a 
stumbling block to their faith.  There are times we can glory in our 
Christian liberty, yet that freedom may discourage others in their walk of 
faith.  It is true that no man is an island, Romans 14:7. 
  
Following The Example Of Jesus , 1:19-24 
 Paul reminds the Corinthians that he was serving Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.  Therefore he could not be fickle in his actions because such 
conduct would reflect poorly on the God he served.  Paul mentions two 
gifts God gives us when we obey the gospel: (1) a seal of ownership to 
show who our master is, and (2) the Holy Spirit, who guarantees that we 
belong to him and will receive all his benefits (Ephesians 1:13-14).  This 
great comfort is a down payment that gives us a foretaste of how 
wonderful heaven will be for us.  While these gifts do not impart super 
natural abilities that are visible to us today, the wearing of the name of 
Christ and the assurance of our hope of salvation encourage us in our 
actions.  But with the privilege of belonging to God comes the great 
responsibility of identifying ourselves as God’s servants both in word and 
actions toward others. 
Paul had neglected going to Corinth at that time because the Corinthians 
had not yet taken care of the problems covered in the Book of 1 
Corinthians.  Paul knew that his presence might cause more division but 
that his delaying in coming would continue to give the Corinthians time 
to make things right.  Even though he was an Apostle, Paul considered 
the Corinthian brethren as fellow workers who stood alongside him in 
the faith.  Therefore he was doing everything he could to encourage 
them, rather than trying to lord over them with his authority.  If that 
meant delaying a visit to them; that is what he would do. 
By putting God first, Paul had to delay seeing some of the people he 
really loved.  Yet he was willing to delay his coming, if it meant the 
Corinthians would have opportunity to get things in order.  Everything we 
do-every word we say-everywhere we go…should be for the glory of 
Jesus and the advancement of his people. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why was Paul 
anxious to explain 
his actions?  Why 
should we be sure 
that our actions 
don’t give the wrong 
impression? 

 
 
 
2.  What are some ways 

that Christians live in 
“glass houses?”   

 
 
 
3.  What are some 

instances where it is 
better to be quiet 
than to speak up?  
Do you practice this 
well? 

 
 
 
4.  Who are some 

people that you have 
influenced in their 
Christian faith?  Who 
has influenced you? 

 
 

Next Week: 
Finding Joy  
in Sorrow 

2 Cor. 2:1-17 
 



 
 
 

 
Church Discipline, 2 Corinthians 2:1-17                                 Lesson Three 

 

The Situation in Corinth, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
In an earlier letter, Paul spoke of a man who was living in a sexually 

immoral relationship.  While this man’s actions were scandalous even to the 
Gentile world of Corinth, the church had not reacted to this sin in any 
way.  Paul warned the Corinthians that their lack of action in the matter 
served as implicit approval of the practice (5:2), that if the person in sin did 
not repent he would lose his soul (5:5), and that left unchecked the sinner’s 
influence would spread (5:6).  This situation in the church at Corinth was in 
need of an immediate response. 
                The Corinthians had a responsibility to police one another in order to 
keep the church pure.  While this does not mean that Christians are to be 
consumed with examining the lives of one another, the point is that Christians 
are called to live to a higher standard of morality. The lives that Christians lead 
are the impression that the community develops concerning what it means to 
be a Christian.  The public sin of Christians needs to be dealt with by the 
church in a public manner.  Discipline should begin by concerned Christians 
going to the offender privately, then in groups and finally as a church.  Every 
effort needs to be made to bring the sinner back to repentance.  The 
withdrawal of fellowship from a sinning Christians should only be taken as a 
matter of final discourse.  The purpose of church discipline is not 
punishment—it is to win souls. 
                Discipline is necessary today as well.  Just as traffic on the road rarely 
obeys the speeding laws unless there is threat of punishment, so also it is true 
that some Christians will become lax in their faith when they see that there 
are no consequences.  Therefore the practice of church discipline is necessary 
today.  The ultimate purpose of church discipline is to save sinners from sin 
and to encourage Christians to remain faithful.  The regular practice of 
discipline needs to be restored to the New Testament church (5:3).  While 
some churches are afraid to practice discipline because of the threat of 
lawsuits or because of a fear of hurting feelings, spiritual Christians recognize 
that Christian discipline is a command and a necessity for the Lord’s church. 

The Bible teaches that the practice of discipline should be used 
towards those who (1) sin against another Christian, yet refuse to repent 
(Matthew 18:15-17), (2) cause division in the church or cause others to 
stumble (Romans 16:17, Titus 3:10), (3) practice such things as fornication, 
covetousness, extortion, idolatry, drunkenness and reviling (1 Corinthians 5:9), 
(4) teach false doctrines (1 Timothy 1:19-20, 2 Timothy 2:16-18), and (5) walk 
disorderly (2 Thessalonians 3:6).  Walking disorderly is a military term that 
describes someone not willing to conform to the doctrines and lifestyle of 
Christ.  In their rebellion, the bring reproach upon the cause of Christ.  
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Forgiving the Repentant Offender, 2 Corinthians 2:1-11 
                By the time Paul wrote 2 Corinthians, the man of 1 Corinthians 5 
had repented of his sin.  The discipline imposed on him had accomplished 
its purpose—the salvation of his soul.  His hunger for fellowship with 
fellow Christians had brought him back to the faith.  However, the 
practice of discipline on this man had consequences—the episode had 
brought great pain to this man and the church. 
                This man’s repentance had created an occasion where he 
needed to be forgiven and brought back into Christian fellowship.  Among 
God’s people it is important that love be shown at every opportunity 
(2:5).  But forgiveness can be very difficult for many people (2:5-
7).  Forgiveness was important in this situation (and in every situation 
today) because it puts a stop to Satan’s schemes (2:11). 
 
 The Fragrance of Christ, 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 
            Paul used the image of the Roman spectacle to explain the world’s 
reaction to Christ.  The Roman spectacle was a public event where a 
conquering general would parade through the streets of Rome with his 
vanquished foes behind him.  The fallen king and his subjects would be 
chained behind the army and led to their execution.  During this event a 
great amount of incense would be burned to create a cloudy effect and 
to fill the area with sweet smells.  To the victorious Romans, this created 
an atmosphere that represented to them home, success and 
victory.  However, to the defeated this smell represented defeat, failure 
and death.  A Roman spectacle had occurred only a few years earlier of 
Paul’s writing when Claudius had returned from Brittan with its king and a 
few of its subjects (AD 51). 
            In Paul’s mind, the cross was similar to the reactions to the Roman 
spectacle.  To those of the faith, it represents eternal life and 
freedom.  Nothing is sweeter than the cross of Christ to the 
Christian.  However, to those who reject the cross, it is little more than a 
foolish symbol of suspicion and slavery.  The change is not in the cross, 
but in the heart of those who perceive the cross. 
            Paul’s experience for the cross of Christ was foolishness to some, 
but he saw its power.  Therefore he preached not out of selfishness but 
through his selflessness.  While there were some of his day who preached 
out of a love of money, prestige or selfishness, Paul was willing to be 
made a ‘spectacle’ and endure terrible things for the cross. 
            Today we are called to be present at the spectacle of the 
cross.  Our reaction to the sacrifice of Jesus shows where our faith lies.  If 
we see the crucifixion of the Savior as an inconvenience to our lives, we 
will be destroyed by our selfishness.  As we see the cross’s beauty and 
change our lives to conform to Jesus’ example, we will experience the 
amazing victory of Christ.  The point of the lesson is that nothing is more 
important in this world than a soul.  The saving of a soul is worth the pain 
of discipline, the forgiving of someone who hurt us and the experience of 
being ridiculed for our faith.  The joys of heaven will be worth it all. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why is there a need 
of discipline in every 
aspect of life?  Why 
is it especially 
needed in the 
church? 

 
 
 
2.  Why do you think so 

many churches 
neglect to practice 
discipline toward 
wayward members?   

 
 
 
3.  Why is it so 

important that 
Christians be a 
forgiving people?  
Why is forgiveness 
so hard to do? 

 
 
 
4.  What is our reaction 

to the cross of 
Christ?  How do we 
show it? 

 
 

Next Week: 
Transformed 

Into His Likeness 
2 Cor. 3:1-4:6 

 



 
 
 

 
Transformed Into His Likeness, 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6           Lesson Four 
 

Sufficiency Only In Christ, 2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
Paul defends his work among the Corinthians by discussing the 

practice of the day in which traveling preachers would present to a church 
letters of recommendation from people the congregation would know.  These 
letters of recommendation would assure the congregation that the speaker 
who held them could be trusted and was worthy of support.  While the Bible 
gives many examples of Paul doing this, he wanted to take this opportunity for 
the Corinthians to judge his work among them on its own merits.  The church 
in Corinth had been planted by Paul and many of its members had been 
personally converted through his work.  They were personally, in a sense, his 
letter of recommendation to Christ.  Paul’s lifelong work was written on the 
hearts of those who were reading this letter. 
 Paul placed his trust fully on Jesus Christ because he recognized that 
he was nothing more than a servant of Christ.  While some teachers might try 
to justify themselves through fleshly wisdom or by their reputation among 
others, Paul knew the source of his ministry was the power of Christ.  The law 
he preached was written on the heart and was not to be used for selfish 
purposes.  The Holy Spirit gives life through the gospel while the physical 
letters of the Law of Moses only identified sin and led to death, Romans 7.  
Paul recognized that the honor and respect of his fellow man may be mistaken 
or fleeting but the commendation of a godly life of faith was eternal and sure. 
 
The Veil of the Old Testament, 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 

To more fully illustrate the point of how Paul fully relied on the effect 
of the gospel alone to commend his ministry, Paul reminds the Corinthians of 
the time Moses received the Old Law on Mount Sinai.  When Moses received 
the Commandments, he was in the presence of God, Exodus 33:11.  Even 
though Moses never directly saw God’s face, just being in the Divine’s 
presence caused Moses face to glow brightly.  When Moses came down from 
the mountain he had to wear a veil so that the Israelites could be around him.  
But as time wore on, the face of Moses lost its glow and the veil continued to 
be worn for a time to hide this loss. 
 This passage is correctly used today to show the superiority of the 
New Law (New Testament) over the Law of Moses (Old Testament).  The Old 
Law shined brightly for a time as it led the nation of Israel (and the world) to 
the time of Christ.  While the Old Testament is inspired and perfect, its 
purpose is to lead us to the New Testament.  Now that the New Law has 
come, the glory of the Old Law has faded away.  God has made a New 
Covenant with his people, Jeremiah 31:31-34.  What we see in the Old 
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Testament vaguely (as through a veil) we see clearly in the New 
Testament.  We see glimpses of Jesus in the Old Testament but see his 
ministry and sacrifice clearly in the New Testament.  We see God’s plan for 
saving mankind somewhat in Old Testament prophecy but see clearly in 
the New Testament that Jesus is the answer to sin.  Therefore those who 
still claim to be under the Old Law are living life under the veil of confusion 
and misunderstanding.  Those who clearly see the difference in the Old 
and New Law see the liberty we now have in life.  As we follow the New 
Law we are transformed into the likeness of Christ.  A correct 
understanding of the relationship of the Old Testament and the New 
Testament is a key to understanding the scriptures and their application to 
us today. 
 Pertaining to Paul’s point in this passage, the Corinthians are being 
reminded to remember the source of their salvation.  The Corinthian’s 
salvation did not rely on letters of recommendation or the pettiness of 
teachers concerning who was more eloquent or respected.  Through the 
gospel, Paul and his Corinthian brethren had experienced something even 
greater than Moses had seen.  For now God’s Spirit lived within them 
through their obedience to the gospel.  Moses had been blessed to stand 
near to God but now Christians have God living in them!  Therefore when 
people meet us, they ought to see the glory of God shining within us (v. 9-
11, 18).  We should glow brighter, so to speak, than Moses did after he 
came down from the mountain.  In other words people should be able to 
see Jesus in us.  This is the point that Paul is making in this passage.  The 
Corinthians should be a sort of letter of recommendation to everyone they 
meet concerning their faith, because their life should look like Jesus.  
Sadly, many Christians today veil the glory of Christ’s light by not living the 
way they should live, Matthew 5:14-16.   
 
The Light of the Gospel, 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
 Paul continues by reminding the Corinthians that the gloriousness 
of the gospel is all that we need.  In his missionary work Paul did not have 
to stoop down to using deceit or craftiness to preach the gospel of Christ.  
Neither did Paul have to worry about the rejection that he may feel from 
those who refused to obey the gospel.  The gloriousness of the good news 
of Christ stands on its own merits.  It needs no modification or 
commendation from men.  The Corinthians should have known the 
veracity of Paul and his ministry because they could clearly see Christ in his 
actions and speech. 
 This light of Christianity shines in the darkness.  While many 
religious groups point to men who have founded churches or have written 
creeds, it is Jesus Christ alone who has brought light into this dark world.  
This light exposes the short comings of Moses’ Law and of the ways of 
men.  Exposure to Christ shows us where we need to change and where 
we need to go.  All we need is Christ—nothing more and nothing less. 
  

Application: 
 

1.  How do you judge 
the faithfulness of 
others?  What 
standard should be 
employed to 
determine if 
someone is a 
Christian? 

 
 
 
2.  What is the purpose 

today of the Old 
Testament?   

 
 
 
3.  How do many 

Christians veil (hide) 
the light of Christ in 
their lives? 

 
 
 
4.  Why do you think 

that so many people 
want to add or 
change the 
commands of God? 

 
 

Next Week: 
Treasures in Jars 

of Clay 
2 Cor. 4:7-5:11 

 



 
 
 

 
Treasures in Jars of Clay, 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:11            Lesson Five 
 

Jars of Clay, 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 
 Paul spoke of his body as a common earthen (or clay) pot.  While 
these pots had many uses around the home, they were not really valuable or 
notable in any way.  It is what was inside these pots that really mattered.  
Some commentaries take the opportunity here to discuss the blue collar 
nature of the apostles.  Matthew was a tax collector, Peter and John were 
fishermen, and Paul was a tent maker.  The apostles on the outside did not 
look like any sort of great, outstanding talents.  Yet Jesus worked through 
these ordinary men to spread the gospel to the entire known world.  These 
men were ordinary in every sense of the word.  Therefore, the only reason for 
their success could be the amazing power of God working in them. 
 There are stories of how Greek and Roman nobles would melt their 
gold and pour it into clay pots.  This made it easier to hide and store their 
treasures.  When the need for the gold would arise, the nobleman would 
break the clay pot and use the gold for his purposes.  The supremely valuable 
message of salvation in Jesus Christ has been entrusted by God to frail and 
fallible human beings.  Paul’s focus however, was not on the perishable 
container but on its priceless contents—God dwelling in us.  The commonness 
of the vessel reveals the excellence of the power that is within us.  Though we 
are weak, God uses us to spread the gospel and he gives us the power needed 
to accomplish this task.  Knowing that the power is God’s and not ours, we are 
kept from pride and motivated to keep daily contact with God, our power 
source.  People must see God through us. 

Paul goes on in verse eight to describe four ways in which Christians 
are pressured.  We are hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted and struck down.  
And yet, he reminds us that each of these pressures do not have their 
intended effect by the world.  Because of the decisions we make and because 
of our faith, our persecutions do not crush, bring us to despair, forsake or 
destroy us.  Our faith in Jesus Christ keeps the world from having its full effect 
on us.  Paul would not allow his problems to destroy his faith in God and 
because of that; he was able to bring forth life to the Corinthian brethren by 
his teaching and example.  Our carrying about the death of Jesus (that is, 
enduring persecutions as he did) shows the life of Jesus in our body.  By our 
total commitment to Jesus, we spread life to others so that they have hope. 
 Paul reminds us that though we may think we are at the end of our 
rope, we are never at the end of hope.  Our perishable bodies are subject to 
sin and suffering, but God never abandons us.  Because Christ has won the 
victory over death, we can have eternal life.  All our risks, humiliations, and 
trials are opportunities for Christ to demonstrate his power and presence in 
and through us. 
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Heaven Will Be 

Worth It All. 
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Eternal Renewal, 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 
In verse thirteen, Paul quotes David in Psalm 116.  “I believed, 

therefore I spoke.”  In that psalm David is recounting how difficult his life 
had been.  Because of his faith, David still continued to speak of his trust 
in God.  Paul reminds us that since Christ has been raised and we will rise 
from the dead as well, we too can continue to trust in God. 

Paul had faced sufferings, trials, and distress as he preached the 
gospel.  But he knew that one day all of that would be over and he would 
obtain God’s rest and rewards.  As we face great troubles, it’s easy to 
focus on the pain rather than on our ultimate goal.  Just as athletes 
concentrate on the finish line and ignore their discomfort, we too must 
focus on the reward for our faith and the joy that lasts forever.  No matter 
what happens to us in this life, we have assurance of the life to come, 
where all suffering ends and sorrow and pain will flee away. 

While our outward body is wasting away, our inner person is 
renewed daily by our relationship with Christ.  No disease, persecution or 
problem can overcome God’s grace if we will only remain faithful!  The 
light affliction we face will seem as nothing as we focus on the exceeding 
reward we have in Christ Jesus.  Instead of focusing on the things that are 
seen, we must lift up our eyes by faith and see the unseen.  That is, we 
recognize this world is temporary but the things of the spirit are eternal. 
 It is easy to lose heart and quit.  We all have faced problems in 
our relationships or in our work that have caused us to want to think 
about laying down our tools and walking away.  Rather than giving up 
when persecutions wore him down, Paul concentrated on focusing on the 
working of God within him.  Don’t let fatigue, pain or criticism force you 
off the job.  Renew your commitment to serving Christ each day 
regardless of the obstacles that stand in your way.  Your weaknesses allow 
the power of Christ to strengthen you moment by moment. 
 
Our Heavenly Dwelling, 2 Corinthians 5:1-11 
Paul contrasts our earthly bodies (earthly tent) and our future 
resurrection bodies (a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not 
built by human hands). Paul clearly states that our present bodies make us 
groan, but when we die we will not be spirits without bodies (be found 
naked).  We will have new bodies that will be perfect for everlasting life. 
 Paul wrote as he did because the church at Corinth was in the 
heart of Greek culture, and many believers had difficulty with the concept 
of bodily resurrection.  Greeks did not believe in a bodily resurrection.  
Most saw the afterlife as something that happened only to the soul, with 
the real person imprisoned in a physical body.  They believed that at 
death the soul is released—there’s no immortality for the body, and the 
soul enters an eternal state. But the bible teaches that the body and soul 
are not permanently separated.  Paul describes our resurrected bodies in 
more detail in 1 Corinthians 15:46-58.  The Bible does not tell us 
everything about our resurrected bodies, but we know they will be 
perfect, without sickness, disease or pain. 

Application: 
 

1.  How are we like a jar 
of clay?  Why did 
Paul use this 
analogy? 

 
 
 
 
2.  In what ways do you 

keep the world’s 
influences from 
crushing your faith?   

 
 
 
 
3.  Why is it important 

for us to speak out 
concerning our faith 
even in times of 
difficulty? 

 
 
 
 
4.  Why do you think 

Paul called our 
earthly body a tent 
but our heavenly 
body a house? 

 
 
 

Next Week: 
The Ministry of 
Reconciliation 

2 Cor. 5:12-6:10 
 



 
 
 

 
The Ministry of Reconciliation, 2 Corinthians 5:12-6:10           Lesson Six 
 

Paul’s Motive In Ministry, 2 Corinthians 5:12-16 
 This passage gives us clear insight to Paul’s heart and methods in 
working for Christ.  While Paul’s motives for teaching the gospel were pure, 
the motives of many false teachers in the First Century were not as noble.  
These selfish teachers focused on their appearance rather than the heart.  
Often false teachers would ply their trade only to gain money or popularity.  
While those who disregarded Paul may have claimed he was out of his mind, 
Paul wqrote that his actions and ministry were a response to the sacrifice and 
grace of Christ.  It was the love of Christ that compelled him into action.  Just 
as many in Judea had misunderstood Christ’s actions while he was on this 
earth, we will have people who question our motives for Christian living as 
well.  Even when we act from a pure heart, some will cynically accuse of 
impure motives.  We should let our faith show through our actions and not be 
subject to being divided by the divisions put in place by mankind.  The 
Christian no longer lives for himself in seeking his own desires and pleasures.  
The Christian minister must give everything up for Christ. 
 Even today those who take pride in what is seen rather than what is in 
the heart are false preachers who are concerned only about getting ahead in 
this world.  These are preachers (and members) who are only concerned 
about getting ahead of others.  Their focus tends to be mainly on money and 
popularity, while Paul and true Christians today focus on the view to eternity.  
You can identify false Christians not only through the false doctrine they 
espouse but also through their motivations for Christian service.  It is possible 
to preach truth but still be lost because that truth is preached and followed 
through selfish motives.  God is glorified when the pure gospel is taught and 
acted upon from a pure heart.  Everything Paul and his companions did was 
done to glorify God.  Christ’s love controlled their lives, the message and their 
plans.  While some people of his day may have taunted Paul and his 
companions for the difficult ways in which they lived, Paul knew that their 
manner of life commended them to God and to the brethren.   
 We may find that getting our motivation to Christian service right is 
more difficult than getting our doctrine right.  This is because it is difficult to 
keep a pure heart away from pride, ambivalence or distraction.  Members of 
the Lord’s church have been accused of arrogance.  While this charge may not 
be true, we must guard ourselves. 
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 Paul’s Message in Ministry, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
In Christ we are a new creature.  Christians are not reformed, reeducated 
or rehabilitated—we are recreated or born again.  Our obedience to the 
gospel necessitates our putting away of our sinful, selfish habits.  Our 
conversion is not a matter of turning over a new leaf, it is instead a new 
beginning, a new life.  Those who belong to God are now a part of his 
“army of reconciliation.”  In other words, just as Christ gave himself for us, 
we also give of ourselves to communicate his message of love to those 
who are lost.   

Paul refers to himself as an ambassador. That is, one who is 
chosen by a head of state to communicate a message directly.  That 
message is that Christ bore our sins on the cross so that we may be made 
free from sin.  Paul, along with the apostles, was a direct ambassador of 
Christ in that he was inspired by the Spirit and enabled to do the works of 
an apostle.  In a different sense, we are also ambassadors of 
righteousness in that we proclaim Christ’s message of reconciliation to 
this dark world lost in sin.  While our words and thoughts are not directly 
inspired by God in the way Paul’s were, we direct people to follow God’s 
Word, the Bible. 
 
Paul’s Mission in Ministry, 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
 Since Christ has given himself for us, we have an obligation to 
work with him in communicating the gospel.  Those who do not live 
according to the gospel and teach others have received the message in 
vain.  This task cannot be put off to a more convenient time but should 
instead be done “today.” Since we have no promise of tomorrow, we live 
to our highest priorities.  Now is the day of salvation.  It is terribly sad to 
contemplate how each second that passes represents thousands in this 
world’s population of several billion who have passed on to eternity 
without taking opportunity to obey the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul was certain that he lived in such a way that would not place a 
discredited.  Paul had shown his drive in getting out the good news of the 
stumbling block in anyone’s path so that his ministry would be gospel by 
the sufferings he endured (v. 4-5), and by the godly choices he made as 
well (v. 6-7)  Life caused many things to happen that seemed ironic and 
unexplainable, but still he persisted in faithful living and preaching (v. 8-
10).  Paul’s ministry lacked some of the sparkle and oratory skill of the 
false teachers of his day.  But the motives from which he preached, the 
message he conveyed and the never wavering mission of his ministry 
revealed the authenticity of his work.  Today, we need to focus on our 
motives, our message and our mission as well. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why are carnal 
people more 
attracted to teachers 
with the “bells and 
whistles?” 

 
 
 
 
2.  What are some 

examples of a wrong 
motive someone 
may have who 
teaches the gospel?   

 
 
 
 
3.  In what ways are we 

all ambassadors of 
Christ? 

 
 
 
 
4.  Why are so many 

tempted to put off 
obeying the gospel? 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Week: 
Be Separate 

From The World 
2 Cor. 6:11-7:4 

 



 
 
 

 
Be Separate From the World, 2 Corinthians 6:11-7:4         Lesson Seven 
 

Open Up Your Hearts, 2 Corinthians 6:11-13 
 Paul’s love for the Corinthians was very strong.  His heart was open to 
them as was seen by the sufferings he had endured through their conversion 
and their process of maturing through his letters and visits to them.  
Unfortunately, the Corinthians did not have the same love for Paul.  The 
problem was the Corinthian’s desire to be associated with worldly things. 
When we are tied down by relationships with the world to the extent that we 
cannot give to God what rightfully belongs to him, we’ve closed our hearts.  In 
his earlier letter Paul told the Corinthians they had the liberty to eat food that 
had been sacrificed to idols as long as they recognized that idols were not 
anything more than wood or stone (1 Corinthians 8).  But now they had 
apparently abused this liberty to the extent where they now had a dual 
allegiance to God and to pagan practices. 
 

Do Not Be Unequally Yoked, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 
 To illustrate the inconsistencies of the Corinthian’s divided loyalties, 
Paul lists several principles found in the Old Testament and in his own 
writings.  He reminds them how it was wrong to yoke together a donkey and 
an ox when plowing (Deuteronomy 22:10), how righteousness and lawlessness 
had no fellowship (Deuteronomy 7:1-6), how light and darkness had no 
communion (Ephesians 5:8, 11), and how one could not worship Belial and 
Christ (1 Kings 18:21, 1 Corinthians 10:21), how believers and unbelievers have 
no part with one another (Judges 14:1-3), and how the temple of God can 
have no agreement with idols (1 Samuel 5:2-3). 
 Paul urges believers not to form binding relationships with 
nonbelievers because this might weaken their Christian integrity.  Earlier Paul 
explained that this did not mean isolating oneself from unbelievers (1 
Corinthians 5:9-10).  Paul even tells Christians to remain with an unbelieving 
spouse (1 Corinthians 7:12-13).  Paul wants believers to be active in their 
influence for Christ, but they should not lock themselves into personal or 
business relationships that could cause them to compromise their faith.  
Believers must do everything in their power to avoid situations that could 
force them to divide their loyalties.  Since our body is the temple of God, we 
must be careful of what is allowed into it.  Under the Old Law, the Jews were 
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concerned with unclean foods.  Under the Covenant of Christ, we are 
concerned with unclean thoughts and influences. Since God dwells among 
us, we must be separate from the world.  God is our father and we are his 
sons and daughters.  Therefore we must live up to the family name. 
 The allusion of being unequally yoked in this case is a classic 
example of the wisdom found in Scripture.  An ox is loyal, strong and 
eager to please his owner.  A donkey one the other hand is independent 
minded and easily distracted.  While it is strong, it requires a different 
level of care from its owner.  While it is possible to plow a field with two 
donkeys or with two oxen, a mixture of the two will result in frustration 
for all involved.  So it is true with the binding of a Christian and a non-
Christian.  The joining of the two must, by definition, end in frustration. 
 While the concept of separateness from the world is plain in this 
passage, the proper application of this Scripture is more difficult to 
determine.  Just how separate does God expect the Christian to be from 
this world?  Is it wrong for a Christian to marry a pagan?  Is it wrong to 
work for a company that sells alcohol?  Is it wrong to belong to an 
association that endorses ungodly behavior?  The answer depends on the 
degree, significance, purpose and level of self-identification involved in 
one person’s relationship with another.  While many of these questions 
are matters of personal application, the concept is clear.  We must 
beware of any association that might significantly form an individual’s 
identity.  The Christian cannot be involved in any activity or relationship 
where his loyalty to God is put in subservience. We must live in the world 
so that we can provide the salt and light of our influence, but we must be 
separate so that our hearts are not captured by the allure of paganism. 
 
Pursuing Holiness, 2 Corinthians 7:1-4 
 Having promises as children of God, we have an obligation to 
cleanse ourselves from the world’s filthiness.  By definition, a Christian is 
someone who is called out from the world.  We have an obligation to 
grow in our dedication and purity to God.  Purifying ourselves is a twofold 
action: turning away from sin and turning toward God.  Christians are to 
have nothing to do with paganism.  We must be more pure in our 
thoughts and actions year by year and week by week—there must be 
growth!  Paul pleads with the Corinthians that they open up their 
thoughts and affections toward him.  The Apostle desired to be loved by 
the Corinthians as much as he loved them.  This was not some ploy by 
Paul so that he may gain power over them, instead it was a desire to help 
the Corinthian brethren to appreciate the value of the message Paul 
preached and to increase their purity and love for the gospel. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why had the 
Corinthians become 
“close-hearted?”  
What are some 
things that can 
callous us spiritually? 

 
 
 
2.  What is wrong with 

yoking together an 
ox and a donkey?  
What is the spiritual 
application of this 
concept?   

 
 
 
3.  What are some 

examples of being 
unequally yoked 
with unbelievers? 

 
 
 
4.  What are some ways 

you have grown in 
purity?  What does it 
mean to grow in 
purity? 

 

 
 

Next Week: 
Joy Over 

Reconciliation 
2 Cor. 7:5-16 

 



 
 
 

 
The Joy of Reconciliation, 2 Corinthians 7:5-16          Lesson Eight 
 

The Joy of Changed Conduct, 2 Corinthians 7:5-7 
 Paul was in a difficult situation with problems without and within, but 
he was relieved by seeing his good friend Titus and by hearing of the good 
news concerning the changed conduct of the Corinthian brethren.  Paul was 
comforted because the Corinthians had responded to the severe letter he had 
sent to them by Titus.  They now had an earnest desire to be reconciled to 
Paul.  They were mourning over their sins and they had zeal to obey his 
instructions.  These good results were because the Corinthians had practiced 
one of the most fundamental practices commanded in the Bible: repentance. 
Repentance is what makes Christians different or transformed from the world.  
It is the leaving behind of our old, sinful selves and reaching on to become 
more like Christ in our daily living and in our beliefs. 
 

Genuine Repentance, 2 Corinthians 7:8-12 
 At first Paul regretted sending his severe letter (the third letter to the 
Corinthians that is now lost) in which he told the Corinthians to discipline their 
member who was living in open sin.  But after Titus’ report he no longer 
regretted sending the letter because it made them sorry with the kind of 
sorrow that results in repentance.  Though Paul was genuinely concerned for 
the one who had sinned and for the ones who had suffered the wrong, he 
wrote his severe letter mainly for the spiritual welfare of the whole church.  
Their godly sorrow produced major changes in their disposition.  It created a 
diligence to faithfulness, a clearing of themselves from ungodly practices, 
indignation towards their past sinful ways, a healthy fear of God’s disapproval, 
a zeal to please God and an ultimate vindication of their lives in Christ. 
 Godly sorrow is true regret for our sins.  But godly sorrow is not 
repentance: a change in life is repentance.  Godly sorrow leads to repentance, 
a changed life, and results in our salvation in Christ.  The sorrow of the world is 
only a regret that we were caught in our sins or regret due to the suffering our 
sins have caused.  Worldly sorrow produces no change in our actions and 
therefore leads to eternal death.  The classic illustration of this concept is 
Judas and Simon Peter.  Both rejected Christ and both were sorrowful for their 
actions.  Judas’ grief led to hopelessness that finally led to his suicide.  Peter’s 
sorrow led him to renewed action as he sought out the resurrected Jesus to 
seek forgiveness.  When a person truly repents of a sin, he will not go back to 
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practice it at a later time.  He will change whatever needs to be changed 
so that he will be different.   
 Notice in verse ten of this passage repentance leads to salvation.  
It is significant that the apostles always indicated repentance as being 
“toward” or “unto” salvation.  Peter said God had granted the Gentiles 
repentance “unto life;” In Mark repentance was “unto remission of sins” 
(1:4); and in Acts 20:21 “both to Jews and to Greeks repentance towards 
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” constituted a part of Paul’s 
message.  Of the steps of the plan of salvation-faith, repentance, 
confession and baptism, all are said to be “unto” or “toward” salvation, 
God, Christ, remission of sins; but in baptism is it declared that it is “in 
Christ.” 
 It is good to take a step back and see some basic lessons that can 
be learned from this passage.  First of all, we see that all who sin need to 
repent.  Non-Christians and Christians alike will be lost if they continue to 
sin without repentance.  These Corinthians had been saved earlier but still 
were in danger of losing their salvation.  Otherwise, their repentance 
would not have been “unto salvation.”  This fact is devastating for those 
who believe in “Once Saved; Always Saved.”  Secondly, sorrow is not 
repentance.  Repentance is an action.  It is a change from sinful actions to 
godly actions.  We must show fruits worthy of repentance, Matthew 3:9.  
Thirdly, in many ways repentance is the keystone of our salvation.  While 
we are joined to Christ with the act of baptism, our belief, confession and 
baptism are rendered ineffective without true repentance in our hearts. 
   

The Joy of Christian Living, 2 Corinthians 7:13-16 
 Paul reinforced the changed behavior of the Corinthians by telling 
them what joy their obedience and reconciliation had brought.  He 
reassured them that they had lived up to all things he had boasted to 
Titus concerning them.  Paul and Titus were very pleased concerning the 
Corinthians’ respect towards God and their Christian leaders.  
 It’s clear in this passage how the actions of members of the 
church contribute to the wellbeing and happiness of the church leaders.  
Just as the Corinthian’s change from sinfulness to repentance refreshed 
Paul and Titus so also each of us as members of a local congregation have 
an obligation to make the work of our leaders easier, Hebrews 13:17.  
Instead of creating problems due to our selfishness and opinions, we 
should strive to keep the unity of the church in peace.  We need to live 
godly and peacefully so that the leaders of the church can focus on 
important things like evangelism, caring for the hurting and prayer.  Our 
righteous living not only helps the church, it also pleases God. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why do you think 
the Corinthian’s 
repentance 
refreshed Paul so 
much?   

 
 
 
2.  How would you 

define the Biblical 
concept of 
repentance?   

 
 
 
3.  Why is repentance 

necessary for a 
sinner to be saved?  
Why is it so hard to 
do? 

 
 
 
4.  Why is it important 

that all Christians 
live in a way that 
makes the job of our 
church leadership 
easier? 

 
 
 
 

Next Week: 
Christian 

Generosity 
2 Cor. 8 

 



 
 
 

 
Christian Generosity, 2 Corinthians 8            Lesson Nine 
 

Giving Yourselves To The Lord, 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
 This chapter and the next are some of the clearest teachings in 
Scripture concerning one of our most neglected acts of worship in the church 
today: giving.  There are times we avoid this subject because we feel it is too 
personal or our selfishness keeps us from really studying what the Bible 
teaches on the subject.  But this subject needs to be taught thoroughly 
because it is a way that we show our love and devotion to God. A simple 
outline of the chapter is that our giving should be voluntary (v. 8), 
proportional (v. 19), systematic (v. 21) and above reproach (v. 23). 
 Paul was in the process of collecting money to take to the churches in 
Judea who were suffering from a severe drought (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).  In this 
passage, Paul reminds the Corinthians that the Macedonians had given 
substantially in spite of their extreme poverty.  This would ring in the ears of 
the Corinthians because Corinth was a center of much wealth compared to the 
surrounding areas.  In other words, it was very possible that the impoverished 
churches in the north would out give the wealthy church at Corinth.  Why 
were the Macedonians able to give so much?  It was because they had first 
given themselves liberally to the Lord.  The word liberally comes from a Greek 
word that means “simplicity” or “single mindedly.”  The Macedonians weren’t 
giving themselves while calculating what they would get back or by using 
ulterior motives.  They were giving because they loved God. Our giving is not a 
measure of what is in our bank account; it is a measure of the faith that is in 
our heart. 
 Now Paul encouraged the Corinthians to give in the same manner.  
They had been blessed in the grace of speech, knowledge, diligence and love 
(1 Corinthians 12-14), but the true measure of their religion would be in the 
way they excelled in the grace of giving.  Their spiritual works needed to catch 
up to their spiritual knowledge. 
 

Giving in Sincerity to the Lord, 2 Corinthians 8:8-15 
 Rather than to command the Corinthians to give a specific monetary 
amount, Paul told them to give as a test of their sincerity.  God wants us to 
give spontaneously and freely from a motive of appreciation, gratitude and 
thanksgiving.  The giving that comes from the love of the heart is the only kind 
of giving that does the giver any good.  To follow a command of giving a 
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certain percentage or amount shows only the willingness to begrudgingly 
obey a command.  To go beyond in our giving shows a true level of 
thankfulness and sincerity in our religion. Paul uses the example of Jesus 
to remind us what true spiritual giving looks like.  Jesus gave up the riches 
of heaven in order to supply our need.  As he lived in poverty on this 
earth, he gave us an example of true Christian sacrifice. 
 Christianity is not a form of communism where the rich are 
robbed in order to provide to the poor.  Rather it is each person helping 
those who are in need, in recognition that this is the lifestyle to which 
Jesus calls us and that we ourselves may one day be in need.  The poor 
are not to always expect a handout from the rich Christian.  Even the poor 
are commanded to work and to give, 2 Thessalonians 3:10. 
  These Corinthians seemed to have started well in their giving but 
had begun to slack off in it.  The reason for this is the same reason so 
many Christians today don’t give as they should—they did not give 
properly because of worldliness.  When trouble strikes a congregation of 
the Lord’s church, oftentimes the first clue is in the declining offering.  The 
Corinthians were not told a percentage or an amount they were to give to 
God in order to be pleasing to him.  The intention and willingness to give 
from the heart was far more important, Mark 12:43-44.  There is no room 
in the kingdom for a selfish Christian.  In verse fifteen, Paul quotes from 
Exodus 16:18 where those who gathered manna in the wilderness learned 
the importance of possessions.  Everyone there had opportunity to get 
enough to eat, but those who hoarded more than they needed were soon 
confronted with vile and rotten food.  When we hoard possessions on this 
earth, we will find it difficult to present a clean heart to God. 
 

Accountability, 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 
 Paul fully explains who will take the monetary gift from the 
Corinthians to the church in Jerusalem.  He lists Titus, Luke, himself and 
probably another brother who had been chosen by the Corinthians 
themselves.  As an apostle, Paul probably could have been trusted to 
handle the transport of the money by himself.  But he recognized that 
persons in authority need to live above all questionable activities.  As 
Christians we must live in a spirit of openness and above reproach.  There 
is no area of human behavior more likely to give occasion of slander than 
the handling of public funds.  For Paul (and church leaders today) to place 
themselves above reproach in the manner is wise and necessary in 
matters of church business.  Both our spirit of giving and our manner of 
collecting need to be done in a way that pleases God with the sincerity 
and clarity of our heart.  God is glorified when we give the right way. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why do you think so 
many people are 
uncomfortable when 
we discuss giving at 
church?  

 
 
2.  Why did Paul 

compare the 
Corinthian’s giving to 
the Macedonian’s 
giving?   

 
 
3.  Communism is a 

social system where 
money is taken from 
the rich and 
redistributed to the 
poor.  How is 
Christianity different 
than that? 

 
 
4.  Why is it important 

that Christian 
leaders be clear is 
what is done with 
church money? 

 
 
 
 

Next Week: 
Christian Giving 

2 Cor. 9 
 



 
 
 

 
Generous Giving, 2 Corinthians 9             Lesson Ten 
 

Giving as a Model, 2 Corinthians 9:1-7 
 Paul’s plan was to use the Corinthian church as a model for how 
Christians should give.  Therefore he wanted to ensure the Corinthians had 
their gift ready before he came to pick it up to take to Judea.  The Corinthians 
had said they would put it together a year earlier, but Paul needed to be sure 
that it would be done.  His boasting concerning their willingness to give was 
not based on human achievement.  Rather his boasting was in the grace of 
God that was shown in the beauty of lives which had been touched with the 
knowledge of Jesus as Lord.  Coming to Christ means we leave our worldly 
selfishness and that we give ourselves completely to God’s service.   This is 
reflected in our giving. 
 Proper planning and regular giving enables our contribution at church 
a matter of generosity rather than a grudging obligation.  Our giving should 
never be a matter of extortion, rather it should be a free will offering.  That is 
why it is unwise for a church to engage in a “capital funding drive,” a raffle or 
to sell things or services in a fund raiser.  God’s plan for giving is for each 
Christian to reflect in his heart on what he should give, not to be made to feel 
guilty into giving or forced to give. 
  

How To Give, 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
 As Paul encourages the Corinthians in their giving, he reminds them of 
the “farmer principle.”  That is, you reap what you sow.  If you plant sparingly, 
you will have few crops.  However, if you plant bountifully, you will receive a 
good harvest.  Just as the farmer must trust the process in spending money for 
seed in order to make a profit in harvest season, so Christians must trust the 
process that giving will lead to greater blessings.  The more the Christian gives, 
the more can be accomplished by the church and the more glory to God will 
be given through helping the poor and teaching the gospel. 
 For the Christian, giving must be a joy, not something which is done 
grudgingly or because they have to give.  The word translated “purposes” in 
verse seven in found only here in the New Testament.  It means to choose for 
one’s self.  In other words, it is a reflection of how each Christian should 
ponder deeply in their heart how much they should give.  No other person can 
do this pondering for them.  Our giving should never be done in a painful way 
or should cause resentment. 
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 We must understand that God enriches us so that we can give.  
His grace abounds in us and we are given sufficiency so that we can 
return to him a portion of our blessings.  As Matthew 6:33 reminds us, 
when we seek the Lord and his kingdom first, everything else will take 
care of itself.  In verse nine we see one of Paul’s favorite Old Testament 
quotations (it appears twelve times in Romans, twice in 1 Corinthians and 
twice in 2 Corinthians).  From Psalm 112:9, it’s been called the 
philanthropist’s epitaph.  “He disperses abroad, he gives to the poor and 
his righteousness lasts forever.”  Those who give will be considered 
righteous for their good actions. 
 

Why We Should Give, 2 Corinthians 9:12-15 
 God is deeply concerned about how we give.  It is not enough to 
turn over a portion of our wealth to holy uses.  Our giving must be done 
in a way and with an attitude that pleases God.  Why should the Christian 
give freely to the church?  First of all, we give because it supplies for the 
needs of the saints.  The church is the bride of Christ (Revelation 21:9) 
and is here on earth to do the work of God.  Spending money on our own 
selfish desires while neglecting the work of the church is a sorry state for 
the Christian to be in.  Secondly, the Christian gives because it shows our 
thanks to God.  God owns the world and everything in it, Psalm 50:10-12.  
God has entrusted us with some of the possessions of this earth so that 
we can show our appreciation to him as we give freely.  Thirdly, our 
giving is a proof of our faith.  We all belong to God and our money is 
really God’s money, 1 Chronicles 29:14.  As stewards of God’s creation, 
we are accountable for how we handle it.  Ananias and Sapphira were 
rejected by God because of their selfishness in giving while the poor 
widow was acceptable to God due to her faith.  Notice that these two 
were not judged on the amount they gave, but on the attitude with which 
they gave.  Our giving and attitude are a measure of the faith we have in 
God.  Fourth, our giving causes others to be thankful for us.  People show 
great love toward those who help them when they are in need.  We must 
remember that the day may very well come when we are ourselves in 
need.  The practical application of the Corinthian’s faith led them to help 
their brethren.  Fifth, our giving is a reflection of Christ’s gift to us.  Christ 
did not have to sacrifice his place in heaven and die on the cross.  He 
willingly gave himself for us.  When we are true disciples we will look like 
Jesus in our giving as well.  It is inconsistent to receive Christ’s sacrifice 
for us and then turn away from those in need.  When we do not place a 
first fruit offering in the collection plate, we show that we do not fully 
understand the faith to which we have been called in Jesus. 

Application: 
 

1.  Does having a car 
wash for missions 
reflect the pattern 
for giving we have in 
the Bible? Why or 
why not?  

 
 
 
 
2.  How does the farmer 

principle (You reap 
what you sow) apply 
to our giving?   

 
 
 
 
3.  What is the 

“Philanthropist’s 
Epitaph” and what 
does it mean? 

 
 
 
 
4.  What are some 

reasons why we 
should give God a 
first fruit offering? 

 
 

 
Next Week: 

Paul’s Ministry 
2 Cor. 10 & 11 

 



 
 
 

 
Paul’s Ministry, 2 Corinthians 10 & 11        Lesson Eleven 
 

Paul’s Heart For The Church, 2 Corinthians 10:1-18 
 As Paul nears the end of this letter, he begins to speak plainly of his 
love toward the Corinthians.  He had planted this church but now the 
Corinthians were struggling with false teachers who had come in to supplant 
Paul and the gospel.  These false teachers looked down on Paul’s outward 
appearance (10:7), his meekness (10:1), and his speaking ability.  Much like 
the orators found in Athens in Acts 17, these Greek men were probably 
trained as orators who specialized in speech that convinced their listeners to 
pay them large amounts of money.  These trained and talented men looked 
down on someone who simply spoke the gospel.  They claimed Paul could 
write bold letters but had contemptible speech. 
 Paul’s response to this criticism was that he was actually a mighty 
warrior.  His manner of speech was not fashioned by human pride and 
arrogance.  Instead he relied on the gospel for his power, 10:5-6.  His every 
thought was captured by Christ and God’s word was effective for pulling down 
strongholds.  Paul’s authority was rooted in how he focused on God rather 
than himself, 10:8.  He gloried in the Lord and not in man’s strength, 10:17.  
Paul’s manner of teaching was effective because he continued to create 
greater and greater spheres of influence by finding new lands where the 
gospel had yet to be taught, 10:16.  Paul’s goal was to create disciples of Christ 
rather than disciples who were loyal only to him.  His heart for the church 
caused him to speak humbly of himself while boasting great things for God 
and his work. 
  

Paul’s Care For The Church, 2 Corinthians 11:1-15 
 Paul loved the church of Christ.  His jealousy for her was due to the 
fact that he considered the church to be the bride of Christ.  In his view, a 
church that went into apostasy was closely related to a virgin who committed 
fornication while she was engaged to another man.  Paul understood how God 
demands faithfulness.  He saw himself as a protector of the purity and dignity 
of the church.  Paul lived in fear that the church would be gullible as Eve was 
in the presence of Satan and leave the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.  This 
fear was founded on the fact that the Corinthians had tolerated false teaching 
by other ministers who had come in after Paul.  These young Christians had 
shown themselves to be open to someone who boasted of themselves rather 
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than God.  Paul desired to help the church recognize the beauty of the 
simple gospel.  While a carnal mind may be swayed by eloquence and 
appearance, Paul desired to help these Corinthians develop a spiritual 
mindset that would hunger instead after the words of God. 
 While these false teachers might denigrate Paul’s abilities and 
power, Paul could freely claim that he was an eminent apostle, 11:5.  Paul 
had the same authority as Peter, John or any of the twelve.  Paul’s God 
given role of authority allowed him to rule and tell the brethren what to 
do.  Yet because of his humility, he had not asserted that authority with 
the Corinthians.  Instead he was gentle with them so that they could 
grow.  In fact Paul had accepted support from the brethren in Macedonia 
so that the Corinthians (who were much wealthier by the way) could hear 
the gospel freely without charge.  Paul did not want to be a burden in any 
way on the Corinthian church.  Yet now they were turning their back on 
the apostle who had sacrificed so much for them.  Instead of being 
thankful for Paul’s sacrifice they were looking for a “bigger name” to lead 
them so that their reputation may be enhanced. 
 Paul reminded the Corinthians that his conduct was much 
different than the way these false teachers had acted.  These selfish men 
were always boasting of themselves.  They claimed a high level of 
righteousness but were instead using the Corinthian’s faith for selfish 
gain.  However, Paul reminded them that their end was coming and in 
that end all of their unrighteous deeds would be exposed.  The 
Corinthians needed to come back to the simple beauty of the gospel. 
 

Paul’s Defense of the Church, 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 
 Paul could line up his deeds for the sake of Christ with anyone.  
While these false teachers could brag on their eloquence or their 
appearance, Paul rested on his recent history to display his devotion for 
Christ.  While his humility caused him to be hesitant in doing so, Paul 
mentioned how he was of pure Jewish stock, how he outworked 
everyone and suffered more greatly than anyone else.  He had been 
beaten by the Jews and the Romans.  He had endured shipwrecks, prison, 
robberies and false brethren.  Absolutely no one could compare 
biographies of suffering with him.  Yet on top of all these things, Paul says 
his daily concern was for the churches, 11:28.  No one out worked Paul. 
 While these false teachers had tried to swoop in behind Paul and 
get selfish gains from his work, Paul continually showed his love and 
devotion for the people of God.  Paul was willing to sacrifice his comfort, 
reputation and even his life for the church.  His concern was for these 
young Christians who needed guidance to grow in the faith. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why do you think 
some people are 
more attracted to 
“show time religion” 
instead of the simple 
gospel?  

 
2.  Why do you think it 

is so important for 
the church to remain 
pure from the 
teachings of man?   

 
3.  Why do you think 

the Corinthians were 
attracted to these 
eloquent false 
teachers instead of 
being attracted to 
Paul?  What does 
that say of our 
judging of preachers 
today? 

 
4.  Why do you think 

Paul was willing to 
endure so much for 
the sake of Christ?  
How does our heart 
relate to his in 
service? 

 

 

Next Week: 
Paul’s Thorn in 

the Flesh 
2 Corinthians 12 

 



 
 
 

 
Our Weakness, God’s Strength, 2 Corinthians 12      Lesson Twelve 
 

Caught Up To The Third Heaven, 2 Corinthians 12:1-6 
 As Paul continues the defense of his apostleship to the Corinthians, he 
moves from speaking of the sufferings he’s endured in ministry to his more 
personal experiences with God.  As John Wesley said, “Visions are seen, 
revelations are heard.”  If the false teachers at Corinth claimed to have 
received their teachings directly from God, Paul reminded them that this was 
truly the case with him.  But he mentions these things to show that the 
supreme height to which he was raised was counterbalanced by the humbling 
depth of the affliction he was called to bear so that he should continue to 
glory only in the Lord.  Paul’s experiences and love for the brethren left these 
false teacher’s extravagant stories to shame. 
 Paul’s experience was so otherworldly that he wasn’t even sure if he 
was still in his body or was separated from his body.  While he speaks in the 
third person here, it is obvious that Paul is speaking of himself because he 
writes that he refuses to glory in the experience and that he also received a 
thorn in the flesh as a result the episode.  The timing of this being called up is 
not known to us.  The fourteen years he lists seem too late for his conversion 
experience on the Damascus road but perhaps happened when he was stoned 
and left for dead (Acts 14:19-20).   

The Jews considered there to be three heavens:  the one with the 
clouds and the birds (Genesis 2:1, 19), the one with the stars and outer space 
(Deuteronomy 18:3, Matthew 24:29) and the one beyond where God dwelt 
(Matthew 5:12, 16, 45, 48).  This is the place where Jesus went after his death 
(Luke 23:43, Hebrews 4:14, Ephesians 4:10 and Hebrews 7:26).  This paradise 
is where people who have passed on are today at home with the Lord, 2 
Corinthians 5:8, Philippians 1:23.   
 What Paul saw in paradise is unknown to us because Paul was 
forbidden to talk about it.  In fact, it is only mentioned here in the New 
Testament and here Paul’s full discussion of the episode takes only ten words 
in the Greek language he used.  But it was an experience that must have given 
him incalculable strength to endure suffering.  He continued to refuse to boast 
in this experience to other people, intending instead to keep the focus on his 
teaching on Christ.  Paul desired the focus on the Corinthians’ desire to follow 
Christ be through the gospel message and not through the testimony of his 
personal experience.  He always put the focus “in Christ.”   
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Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 To keep Paul from becoming conceited by his experience in the 
third heaven, Paul was given a thorn in the flesh that greatly humbled him.  
We do not know what this thorn was.  Many people today (and those in 
early church history) believe that it was very poor eyesight (Galatians 4:13-
15).  Others believe it may have been some form of disfigurement, malaria, 
epilepsy or a host of other ailments.  This thorn was a hindrance to Paul’s 
ministry. Perhaps we are not told the specific nature of the thorn so that 
we can more closely relate to Paul’s struggle.  Each of us in a way has our 
own thorn in the flesh.  Paul prayed three times for his ailment to be 
removed.  But God had a better solution for him.  Human weakness 
provides the ideal opportunity for the display of divine power.  Paul had to 
learn that God’s grace was sufficient.  Paul was a very self-sufficient man, 
so this thorn kept him humble and reminded him of his constant need for 
contact with God and benefited others around him as they saw God at 
work in his life. That is why Paul reveled in the insults, sufferings and 
persecutions that he endured for the sake of the gospel.  For in his 
weakness, the power of God was visible. 
 

 Paul’s Concern For Them, 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 
 Paul’s humility and great love for the Corinthians had led him to 
treat the Corinthian brethren in a kind and noble way.  He had the power 
of an apostle which was evident in the signs and miracles that he could do.  
The only thing that Paul had not required of the Corinthians was a salary as 
their preacher.  Now these false teachers, who unlike Paul were eager for 
material gain, were accusing Paul of being underhanded and selfish.  They 
claimed that there must be some way that Paul was gaining materially 
from them.  Somehow by not asking for money personally, the apostle was 
being accused of stealing from them!  Paul reminded them that he was 
humble and selfless.  His teachings and work had been open before them.  
His greatest fear for the Corinthians was that the gospel had not taken 
root in their lives.  He was fearful that upon his return he would find them 
looking like the culture around them, engaging in jealousies, factions and 
arrogance in the church.  He was also afraid that the brethren would not 
have repented from the impurity and sexual sin that had been tolerated 
earlier.  Paul had a servant’s heart in his work with the church at Corinth. 
While he deserved great honor and appreciation from the Corinthians, he 
was willing to continue to work with them through their thanklessness and 
immaturity.  The reason Paul was able to do this was his heavenly 
perspective.  He recognized that glory must go to God and not to himself. 

Application: 
 

1.  Why do you think 
there is a temptation 
for us to focus on 
personal testimonies 
rather than plain 
gospel preaching?  

 
 
 
2.  What do the 

Scriptures teach 
about what paradise 
looks and feels like?   

 
 
 
3.  What are some 

“thorns in the flesh” 
you deal with today? 

 
 
 
4.  How do you deal 

with those who 
misread your 
intentions?  What 
can we do to show 
that our intentions 
are pure when we 
serve God?  

 

 
 

Next Week: 
A Heart For 

Ministry 
2 Corinthians 13 

 



 
 
 

 
Concluding Remarks, 2 Corinthians 13              Lesson Thirteen 
 

God is Powerful, 2 Corinthians 13:1-4 
 As Paul closes his book, he gives a final warning to the Corinthian 
brethren who were opposing him and trying to belittle him.  Now that he was 
coming for the third time, Paul warns them that he will severely discipline 
anyone who stands against his pure gospel teaching.  Paul’s authority came 
through Christ.  As an authentic apostle, Paul was inspired by God to speak for 
and have the signs of Christ.  Yet until this point, Paul had shown great 
patience and mercy to these young Christians.  However the time for the 
Corinthians to mature and act right had come.  While it is necessary to give 
new Christians room to grow and mature, expectations and standards must 
not be lowered concerning how they are to act and to believe. 
   
Closing Remarks, 2 Corinthians 13:5-14 
 Paul gives many commands in his closing remarks to the Corinthian 
church.  He commands them to: 
1)  Examine yourselves to see if you are in the faith. 
We are commanded to test the spirits to see if they are from God, 1 John 4:1.  
We also see the example of the Bereans who tested Paul to see if what he 
taught came from Scripture, Acts 17:11.  Likewise, there is wisdom in testing 
ourselves to see if our faith is where it should be in life.  While no one is 
perfect, we must never be satisfied with our achievements.  We should 
constantly be studying so that we can grow.  We should also be obedient so 
that we can be laying up treasures in heaven. 
2)  Go with the truth. 
Truth cannot be defeated.  Jesus reminds us that he is the source of truth, 
John 14:6, 17:17.  It is this truth that sets us free from the bondage of sin and 
the confusion of the world, John 8:32.  There is safety in following the 
standard and that is what we need to consistently be working on in life. 
3)  Become perfect.  Be of one comfort, one mind and live in peace. 
While no person becomes perfect in the sense that we are sinless apart from 
Christ, Paul here is using the word in a way that means complete or full.  
Christians should constantly be working on bringing their lives closer and 
closer to the example and outlook of Jesus.  Our desire to serve, love and 
sacrifice should grow stronger constantly, Philippians 2:1-4. 
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4)  Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
This command has caused great confusion in the church over the centuries.  
Some believe that it is a specific command that must be followed.  Those 
who so believe, however, are inconsistent in the way they carry out this 
command.  Notice that this was a cultural practice of the day, not a specific 
Christian practice that was instituted in the church, Luke 7:45, Mark 14:44.  
Notice also where this command for a holy kiss occurs in the book.  Each 
time the holy kiss is mentioned, it is at the conclusion of the book:  Romans 
15:16, 1 Corinthians 16:20, 1 Thessalonians 5:26, 1 Peter 5:14.  The 
placement of the command shows that the emphasis is on the ‘holiness’ of 
the kiss rather than the actual application of the kiss.  In fact, that is what 
Paul is doing here.   He is taking an existing tradition of kissing and 
reminding the brethren to keep it holy.  In our culture it might be akin to 
hugging.  It is good to hug one another in church, but great care needs to 
be taken so that the practice does not look sensuous or lead to sin.  Paul is 
commanding the Corinthians to show holy and continual love to one 
another.  Paul then closes the book with “May the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.” 
 

 An Overview of Second Corinthians 
 Second Corinthians has three major themes:  Paul’s love for the 
brethren, Paul’s true apostleship and the importance of giving. 
 

Chapter One:     The God of All Comfort 
 

Chapter Two:     Discipline Works (1 Corinthians 5) 
 

Chapter Three:  We Are Epistles of Christ, Old Law Abolished 
 

Chapter Four:     The Gospel, In Earthen Vessels, Is Not Hidden 
 

Chapter Five:     Walking By Faith, Temporally And Eternally 
 

Chapter Six:      Do Not Be Unequally Yoked, Purity Of Life 
 

Chapter Seven:  Their Reaction To The First Letter 
 

Chapter Eight:    The Importance Of Giving 
 

Chapter Nine:     God Loves A Cheerful Giver 
 

Chapter Ten:      The Folly Of Comparing Ourselves 
 

Chapter Eleven:  Paul’s Sufferings For The Cause 
 

Chapter Twelve:  Paul Was A True Apostle 
 

Chapter Thirteen:  Examine Yourselves 

Application: 
 

1.  Why do you think 
Paul had so much 
patience with the 
Corinthians?  Are we 
patient enough?  Are 
we too patient? 

 
 
 
2.  How can we test 

ourselves to see if 
we are in the faith?  
What standard do 
we test ourselves 
against?  

 
 
 
3.  How would you 

explain the 
command to “greet 
one another with a 
holy kiss” to 
someone today? 

 
 
 
4.  What are three 

lessons you learned 
from our study of 2 
Corinthians?  How 
can you apply these 
lessons to your life? 

 

 


