
Don’t Quit in the Pit. Genesis 37:24-27

Introduction: Insurance man asks, “Any Accidents?” The farmer says 
no, all these animals bit me on purpose.  God has no accidents. Here 
are four lessons from Joseph.


I.  His Dreams Put Him In The Pit, 37:20-24 
A.  Joseph was a blessed man with a future

  His mother and heritage (Rachael), Genesis 29 7 years, 7 more

   Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 

	 because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a 

	 tunic of many colors

    His dreams (the sheaves & the stars)

B.  But his pride turned many against him

The ego is dangerous

   Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, haughty spirit before fall.

   1 Kings 20:11 So the king of Israel answered and said, “Tell him, 

	 ‘Let not the one who puts on his armor boast like the one who 

	 takes it off.’

Be careful who your friends are

    Ps 55:21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, But 

	 war was in his heart; His words were softer than oil, Yet they 

	 were drawn swords

   Proverbs 26:23-25 Fervent lips with a wicked heart Are like 

	 earthenware covered with silver dross. When he speaks 

	 kindly, do not believe him, For there are seven abominations 

	 in his heart


II. His Discipline Put Him In Prison, 39:20 
A.  His brothers sold him to the Ishmaelites

   Genesis 37:26-27 So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is  
	 there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come and 

	 let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon 

	 him, for he is our brother and our flesh.” And his brothers 

	 listened

      Poitpher’s house (20 pieces of silver), Gen. 39:1

B.  He was blessed in the house, Gen. 39:2

	 But Potipher’s wife chased him

	 Character is who you are in any situation

   Genesis 39:9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has 

        he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his 


	 wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

	 against God?

C.  In prison he still did God’s work

   Genesis 40:21-23 Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership 

	 again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. But he 

	 hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him

	 The baker died, the butler promoted


III.   Determination Put Him In The Palace, 41:38-44 
A.  Joseph waited two years being forgotten

	 But God didn’t forget, nor did Joseph 

B.  We must never give up

     Gal 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 

	 season we shall reap if we do not lose heart

     Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 

	 courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your 

	 God is with you wherever you go


IV. His Death Put Him In Paradise, 50:22-26 
A.  Joseph was 17 in the pit, 30 in the Palace, lived to 110

	 80 years of blessing

     2 Cor 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 

	 working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

	 glory

B.  The Christian life is the best life there is to live.

     Genesis 50:20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 

	 meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to 

	 save many people alive




Why Does Everyone Hate Me?

We each live in a situation where it can be difficult to have a true 
perception of ourselves. We may wonder why we don’t have many 
friends. David Shannon, President of Freed-Hardeman University in 
Henderson, TN has a sermon with this title that lists why some people 
find themselves with few friends along with a Scripture for each one. 

Sometimes Its Just Me 
1.  I’m a loner 
   Proverbs 18:1 Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire, he 
  breaks out against all sound judgment. 
2.  I’m selfish 
   Proverbs 11:26 The people curse him who holds back grain, but a  
 blessing is on the head of him who sells it. 
3.  I explode when I’m mad 
   Proverbs 18:19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong 
  city, and quarreling is like the bars of a castle. 

5.  I’m inflexible and controlling 
Proverbs 14:4 Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but  
 abundant crops come by the strength of the ox. 
6.  I drop the ball 
Proverbs 10:26 Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is  
 the sluggard to those who send him. 
7.  I’m always negative. 
   Proverbs 16:21 The wise of heart is called discerning, and  
 sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness. 

Sometimes Its How I Treat Others 
1.  I’m rude 
   Proverbs 18:23 The poor use entreaties but the rich answer roughly. 
2.  I’m unforgiving 
   Proverbs 20:3 It is an honor for a man to keep aloof from strife,  
 but every fool will be quarreling. 
3.  I make fun of people 
   Proverbs 17:5 Whoever mocks the poor insults his maker, he  
 who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished. 
4.  I’m two-faced 
   Proverbs 10:6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous, but  
 the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

5.  I can’t keep secrets 
   Proverbs 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets,  
 but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered. 
6. I use other people 
    Proverbs 23:1 When you sit down to eat with a ruler,  
 observe carefully what is before you. 
7.  I’m a poor listener 
   Proverbs 18:3 If one gives an answer before he hears, it is  
 his folly and shame. 

Sometimes I’m Not Nice 

1.  I’m unsympathetic 
   Proverbs 25:20 Whoever sings songs to a heavy heart is like one  
 who takes off a garment on a cold day, like vinegar on soda. 
2. I’m quick to give opinions 
    Proverbs 12:23 A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the  
 heart of a fool proclaims folly. 
3.  I’m blunt 
   Proverbs 29:11 A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man  
 quietly holds back. 
4.  I have uncontrolled anger 
   Proverbs 19:19 A man of great wealth will pay the penalty, for if you  
 deliver him, you will only have to do it again. 
5.  I’m insensitive 
   Proverbs 27:14 Whoever blesses his neighbor with a loud voice,  
 rising early in the morning will be counted as cursing. 
6.  I cut other people down 
   Proverbs 12:18 There is one whose rash words are like sword  
 thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
7.  I love to Argue 
   Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
  the sons of God. 


