
God is Good; Life is Not

James 1:16-18 

Introduction: There are so many scams today.


I. Dangers of Trials 

	 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 1:16

A.  When troubles come, its easy to be deceived

	 If God is good: then no problems, If God is omnipotent, then 

	 	 he would stop this. This misses the limited sight of us.

B.  Notice context

	 1:12 endure and receive crown of life

	 1:13-15 Sin comes from us, no one else

	 1:17 God only gives good gifts

	 1:18this is illustrated in our salvation


II. Determining Your Perspective 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
of turning. 1:17 
A.  We are short sighted and temporal (worldly)

	 Amos 3:6 (Lord brings calamity), 

	 Job 2:10 Shall we only accept good? 

	 2 Cor. 12:7-9 God’s greatness in my weakness

	 Psalm 119:67-68 Before I was afflicted I went astray, now I 

	 	 keep your word

B.  To avoid deception, remember God’s goodness

	 He is holy and has paid for our redemption, 1 Peter 1

	 He works all things for good for us, Romans 8:28


III. Directing Your Purpose 
Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 1:18 
A.  If he has brought us this far, he will complete us

	 Philippians 1:6 He who began a good work in you will perfect 

	 	 it until the day of Christ. 

	 Genesis 50:20 You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.

B.  The first fruits, our faithfulness shows our best

	 Psalm 42, 43 (three times “Why am I in despair?) 

	 	 43:5 I hope in God


