
Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:35 

Intro: Perhaps the most unnatural thing Christians are called to do.


I.  Christians are called to forgive 
	 Matthew 6:15 If you do not forgive others their sins, your 

	 	 father will not forgive your sins.

	 Matthew 18:35 You will be condemned if you refuse to forgive

	 Eph 4:32 Forgive others, just as Christ in God forgave you.

	 1 Pet. 3:9 Do not repay evil for evil, but bless others, that you 

	 	 may obtain a blessing. 

	 Col. 3:13 Forgive as the Lord forgave you.


II. Truths about Forgiveness 
A.  Regardless of forgiveness, sin has consequences

	 David and Bathsheba: he paid for it the rest of his life

	 Criminals, addicts still have effect of sin

	 The relationship will be changed

B.  Forgiveness is not condoning the sin committed

	 Forgiveness does not mean the sin didn’t matter

	 It means you have a higher priority: your soul

	 You are not the ultimate judge

C.  Forgiveness does not make them right with God

	 God has a plan for man’s forgiveness, Acts 2:28, 1 Jn 1:9

	 Our forgiveness is on a different level

	 it does not make them right


D.  Forgiving is not forgetting

	 Only God says your sins I will remember no more, Heb. 8:12

	 God helps you through this, IT TAKES TIME

	 Forgiveness is by grace, trust must be earned

	 It is not a reset, it is a let’s go on from here


E.  Resentment a not forgiving only hurts you

	 Others may not even care they hurt you

	 Drinking poison and thinking your enemy will get sick

	 Not letting it go hurts only you

	 Proverbs 17:9 Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, but 

	 	 dwelling on it separates close friends. 


III. How to Forgive 
A.  Strive to be like Jesus

	 Lk 6:27. Love your enemies, pray for them

B.  Remember that your forgiveness depends on being forgiven

	 Forgive each other just as Christ forgave you, Eph. 4:32

C.  Remember it is a growth process, true forgiveness takes time

D.  Fill your mind with noble things, don’t dwell on it

E.  Remember that you need forgiving too

	 Mark 11:25 And when you pray, forgive others so that your 

	 	 father in heaven may forgive you.



