
What God Says About Divorce

Matthew 19:9 

I. Divorce is prominent these days 
3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 

A.  Statistics today

	 In 2014 18 women of every thousand divorced

	 Regular church attendees only half number of non attendees

	 But its doubled since 1970

B.  Results of Divorce: broken dreams, broken families

C.  What does God think about divorced people?

	 He loves them, Jesus died for them, he knows/feels their pain


II. God’s Plan For Marriage 
4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made 
them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

A. Life Goals: Til death do us part

	 But we are different at 18, 30, 55, 70.    Stressers in life

B.  Marriage improves us spiritually, family, and companionship

	 ‘from beginning male and female”. One flesh (not mom & dad)

C.  Keys for improving your marriage

	 Love, grace, forgiveness, service, growth, teamwork

7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. 

III. God’s Law Concerning Divorce and Remarriage 
 9 And I say to you, whoever (this means anyone-Jew/Gentile/all time)

divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another,  
	 Sexual immorality (Pornea-physical act) 
commits adultery; (MOITCHAI Present Active Indicative) 
and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 

IV. This is a Difficult Saying 
If you are struggling in your marriage

	 You need someone who will walk with you, you need the 

	 	 church, changes in life are here—become closer to 

	 	 God


Abuse (not aggravation). Flee to escape persecution (Mt 10:23, 

	 Acts 14:5) Protect your children.


1 Cor. 7:15 Series of questions. 

v.  10-11. Wife not depart from husband, if they do, unmarried or go 
back. Husbands don’t divorce your wife.

v. 39 Wife is bound by law as long as husband lives.


12 But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a wife who 
does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not 
divorce her. 13 And a woman who has a husband who does not 
believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him. 14 For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children would be 
unclean, but now they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever departs, let 
him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. 
(Acts 16 Jailer) But God has called us to peace. 16 For how do you 
know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you 
know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?


Does God hate divorced people?  NO.  He wants you faithful and 

	 living for him.  Jesus died for everyone. 

Malachi 2:16 I hate divorce (a verb here) means treachery and taking 

	 advantage of your wife.




What Hinders Me From Being Baptized? Acts 8:34-39

Intro: Ethiopian was a good, religious, and well read man; yet he was 
lost. When he heard the gospel of Christ, he desired to be baptized 
immediately. Why do people put off baptism today?


I. Ignorance 
Many people don’t realize how important baptism is to God

Gal. 3:27, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter 3:21, Romans 6:3-4, John 3:5

Who should be baptized?

	 Believers Mk 16:16       Repenters Acts 2:38


Some verses misused John 3:16, Acts 16:31, Romans 10:9


Some say I don’t know enough

	 Teaching comes after, not before Mt 28:18-20

	 Spiritual development comes after, not before, Col. 3:14


II. Influence 
	 Afraid of others

	      Jn 12:42-43 Many believed but afraid to leave synagogue

	 	 Luke 9:23 If desire, take up cross follow after me

	 	 Mt. 10:37-38

	 Think not worthy

	 	 Rom. 5:8 while sinners, christ died

	 	 1 Tim. 1:5 chief of sinners


III. Indifference 
	 Too many have wrong priorities. What’s more important 

	 	 than this? Mt. 16:26 Gain world let lose soul


	 Jesus died to save you


	 You will be added to church when saved, Acts 2:47


	 Ready for judgment when saved, Rev. 2:10



