
Like many great journeys, Joshua begins with a crisis.  Moses 
had just died.  The one whom God worked through to conduct the Ten 
Plagues, the man who went up the mountain to receive the 
Commandments, the one who led Israel for forty years was now dead.  
What would happen?  Who would lead?  This is the beginning of the 
book of Joshua.  

Joshua was a man who loved Moses.  In fact he had even been 
rebuked for being too zealous for him at times, Numbers 11:29.  Joshua 
had experience in leading Israel—he had led the Israelite army against 
the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-13), he had been a special assistant to 
Moses and even accompanied him up Mount Sinai to receive the Law 
(Exodus 24:13, 32:17), he had been one of the two faithful spies 
(Numbers 13:8, 16, 14:38) and he was one of only two living who had 
seen the slavery in Egypt as an adult and seen the glory of God in the 
desert for the full 40 years.  Yes, Joshua was experienced, but he was 
experienced in following the legend—Moses.  It is tough to follow a 
legend.  Now Joshua had to take Israel and do what Moses could not 
do.  He had to lead God’s children to take possession of God’s 
promises.  

How daunting was his task?  Notice that four times in the first 
eighteen verses of the book Joshua is told to “Be strong and 
courageous.”  This was a huge task, but God was on Joshua’s side.  God 
told Joshua to do three things.  First, Joshua was to arise and lead the 
children of Israel.  In Joshua 1:2-5 he is told that he would be victorious 
in all that he did.  In verse 6 he is told that God would take care of him.  
Joshua’s job was to lead Israel.  God would take care of the rest.  

Secondly, Joshua was told to be a man of God’s Word (1:7-8).  
He was told to observe the Law, to not turn to the right or to the left of it 
and to meditate day and night on the Word.  Joshua’s success was not to 
be the result of his military genius or blind luck; it was his faithfulness 
to God and his commands that would cause him to be favored.  

Thirdly, Joshua is told in verse 9 to have faith in God to keep his 
promises.  While some of the things God would tell Joshua might have 
seemed impossible in man’s eyes, with God all things are possible.

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Lesson One 
Be Strong And 

Courageous 
Joshua 1



After this special instruction by God, Joshua prepares the Israelites for 
their journey into the Promised Land.  He tells everyone that they will move in 
three days.  He tells the Reubinites, Gadites and the ½ tribe of Manasseh that 
they must send men to help in the fight.  This will cause them to fulfill their 
responsibility as a part of God’s people and will promote unity after the battle 
has been won.

Notice the power of leadership shown in Joshua 1:16-19.  When Joshua 
moves according to God’s plan with a spirit of leadership, the people determine 
to follow Joshua just as they followed Moses.

APPLICATION:
IMITATE PEOPLE WITH GODLY CHARACTER 1 COR. 11:1, HEB. 13:7, 

TITUS 2:3-5

MATURITY IS NOT THE RESULT OF THE GOAL BUT THE JOURNEY

GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU, HE KEEPS HIS PROMISES, EVEN IF 
THEY SEEM IMPOSSIBLE

QUESTIONS

1.  The leadership of Joshua began with the death of Moses.  What are some 
other Biblical examples of growth and blessings that came from tragic events?

2.  What three things did God command Joshua to do in Joshua 1:2-9?

3.  Why did Joshua command the two and half tribes living east of the Jordan to 
take part in the conquest of Canaan?

For Thought:
1.  Joshua’s growth as a leader is seen throughout his book.  What are some ways 
you have grown since you became a Christian?

2.  God emphasized Joshua’s need for courage (1:7).  What are some reasons for 
courage in the Christian’s life today?

Next Week: Lesson Two, Rahab and the Spies, 
Joshua 2
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Lesson Two 
Rahab & The 

Spies 
Joshua 2

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

One of the first things Joshua did as a leader was to send out spies to 
the city of Jericho. From excavations of the ruined cities of this area, it 
appears that Jericho was one of the first walled cities of this region. Many 
scholars believe that the city was well fortified with stone walls seven feet 
thick and sixteen feet high with an extra brick wall on top of around 8 feet in 
height. By the time of Joshua, Jericho was a major Canaanite city devoted, as 
its name implies, to the moon god. Jericho was the principal city in the middle 
portion of the land of Canaan. Its location was strategic for controlling the 
access routes leading from the lower Jordan valley up into the Judean 
Highlands. It was necessary that this city be conquered before Israel could 
move into the hill country of Canaan. Joshua was probably located 5 miles 
east of the Jordan River when he sent the spies to Jericho (located 5 miles west 
of the river). 
 As they traveled into enemy territory, the spies came to the house of 
Rahab, the harlot. A place of prostitution obviously would not be a likely place 
for someone to notice strangers and the local harlots would probably be very 
knowledgeable of public policy from the conversation of their clients. Some 
scholars have tried to interpret Rabab’s occupation as an innkeeper but this is 
refuted by the language. Besides, in this culture, few women would have the 
right or social clout to run a business such as an inn. Of course the question of 
a prostitute being known as a woman of great faith is a very difficult one. 
Remember that God calls us to change as we become familiar with his word.  
Jesus’ teachings had great influence on the prostitutes and sinners of his day 
(Matthew 21:31). Also the early church contained those who had led unsavory 
lives before coming to know God (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). The Lord not only 
protected the spies through Rahab but led her to salvation through the spies. 
 When the King of Jericho learned of the presence of the Israelite spies, 
he demanded that Rahab turn them over to him. However Rahab lied about 
their presence. Some say this teaches situation ethics. But no evidence exists 
in God’s Word that supports the belief that God ever condones a lie. The Bible 
condemns lying under all circumstances (Leviticus 19:11; Ephesians 4:25, 
Revelation 21:8). Satan is the father of all liars (John 8:44) and liars are 
guaranteed to suffer eternal condemnation (Revelation 21:27). If Rahab’s 
actions condone lying, they also condone sexual immorality—both options are 
wrong. Rahab was saved by her faith and repentance (Hebrews 11:31). Her 
faith came about by her hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). It is always 
wrong to sin, though some good can come from it (Romans 8:28). 
Nevertheless, Rahab had made a decision to support Israel even against her 
own countrymen. She hid the spies under some stalks of flax (this is evidence 
of this event happening during the harvest—March or April during the flood 
stage of the Jordan River) and protected them from danger. 
 It is very interesting to notice the information Rahab already had about 
the identity of the spies and their nation. She knew that God had provided 
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Next Week: Lesson three, crossing the Jordan, Joshua 3

passage for his people through the Red Sea and helped them to defeat the nations of the 
Amorites. She told the spies that because of these two happenings the hearts of all Canaan 
had melted in fear. Remember that over forty years earlier, Israel had feared Canaan and 
turned away from faithful obedience to God. They had not realized that it was the 
Canaanites who had stood in fear of the children of God (Exodus 32:27, Deuteronomy 2:25, 
11:25). In the same way today, our fears of faithfulness to our creator make no sense when 
we logically see the facts of the situation. 
 As Rahab helps the spies to return safely she makes an agreement with God’s people.  
In return for her act of faith, she and her family will be protected from death. In order to be 
saved she must follow three commands. She must bind a scarlet cord to her window (v. 18), 
keep her family in her house during the Israelite onslaught (v. 18-19) and maintain the 
secrecy of the spies and their plans (v. 20). Rahab instructs the spies to hide in the hills until 
it is safe to return. The logic of this suggestion becomes very plain when the geography of 
the region is understood. Remember it is these very hills that hid the Dead Sea scrolls for 
almost 2000 years from modern civilization. Such hills should be easy to remain concealed 
in for the spies. When the spies return we see the faith of the new generation of Israelites. 
Instead of focusing on the powerful city and great armies that stand before them, they 
recognize the power of the Lord over all things (Numbers 13:31, Joshua 2:24). 

APPLICATION: 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH (Hebrews 11:6) 

FAITH MUST BE ACTIVE (James 2:14-17; Galatians 5:6) 

ACTIVE FAITH WILL STILL BE REWARDED (Heb 11:6, Rom 2:6-10, Mt 6:33) 

QUESTIONS 
1.  What was the spies' specific mission? (2:1) 

2.  Why did Rahab save the spies? (2:9-13) 

3.  What three things did the harlot Rahab do in order to be saved from the fate of her city, 
Jericho? (2:18-20) 

For Thought: 
1.  What other examples of scriptural characters are there of God taking a sinner and turning 
him into a saint? Can you think of any modern day examples? 

2.  God worked through Rahab to save the spies. Are there examples in your life that God 
has work to help you be closer to him? 



Lesson Three 
Crossing The 

Jordan 
Joshua 3

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Joshua took the Israelites from Shittim up to the River Jordan. Many different 
reasons have been suggested for the three day wait before the crossing. Some 
have suggested it took that long to be sanctified (although they seem to have 
done that overnight v. 5) while others have said preparations needed to be 
made to cross the river (yet they crossed over on dry land so extra preparation 
would seem strange). Perhaps the best reason to have Israel wait three days 
would be to have the children of God see the size of the river they had to 
cross.  

The Jordan River is typically 100 feet across and twelve feet deep in 
this area, but it grows to 200 feet across during the flooding season. The river 
connects the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea over a meandering path of 
approximately 200 miles. It is a very swift and dangerous river because its bed 
drops an average of nine feet per mile over its course. An example of how 
difficult the task was that lay before the nation is illustrated in 1 Chronicles 
12:15. In this passage the Gaddites are considered heroes for being able to 
swim across the Jordan River during flood stage. If these strong fighting men 
were renowned as heroes for accomplishing this, imagine how daunting it 
would be for an entire nation (including the aged, women and children) to 
bring themselves and all their possessions over this barrier to the Promised 
Land.

In Joshua 3:3 the Israelites are told to follow the Ark of the Covenant 
when it moved from its place. The Ark was a symbol of God’s leadership and 
presence to the people. As Israel followed the Ark, it symbolized Israel 
following God (Numbers 10:33-36). Usually the Ark was carried by a certain 
clan of the Levites called the Kohathites. But here the Levites are told to carry 
the Ark and lead the people. Adam Clarke’s commentary lists four times the 
Levites carried the Ark:  when Jericho was surrounded, when David sent it 
back from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6), during the war against the Philistines (2 
Samuel 15:25) and when it was moved from the tabernacle to the Temple (1 
Kings 8:6-11).  

Joshua commanded the people the night before the crossing to sanctify 
themselves before the Lord did his great wonders. Sanctification (Exodus 
19:10-18) probably meant that everyone had to ceremonially wash their 
clothes and abstain from sexual conduct in order to purify themselves to be in 
the presence of the Lord. Once again, the point is being made that the only 
way to cross the River is through the power of God.

Joshua three lists three reasons why the Lord acted in this way. First of 
all, the Lord did this great sign to confirm the authority and honor of Joshua 
(3:7-8), secondly this was done to encourage and strengthen the children of 
Israel (3:9-10), and lastly the time had come for the sinful inhabitants of the 
land to face judgment (3:10).  

When the priest’s foot touched the water, river divided and the water 
backed up a far distance away to Adam and Zaretan. Many physical 
explanations and even historical examples have been given for the river 
backing up. The Jordan River was dry for 10 hours in the year 1266 due to a 
mudslide upstream. The river was also temporarily stopped in 1927 for 21 
hours because of another mudslide coincidentally near the city of Adam.  
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Next Week: Lesson Four, Power of Symbols, Joshua 4 & 5

While many are always searching for physical explanations for the miracles found in the 
Bible, remember that regardless of how God made the river stop, it was a miracle due to 
the people’s foreknowledge (3:13) and perfect timing (3:15).

In two generations, the children of Israel miraculously crossed two large bodies of 
water, the Red Sea and the Jordan. Notice the differences in the faiths of these two 
generations during the miracles. The former slaves of Egypt only crossed the Red Sea to 
escape the fight against the Egyptians while the new generation of Israel crossed the river 
to begin the fight with the enemies of God. The older generation only crossed the Sea 
after dry ground was present while their children had faith to step foot in the water before 
God separated the River. Third, the people of Moses’ day complained bitterly in the time 
before this miracle while the people under Joshua fervently worshipped their Lord in the 
days prior to this act of God.

APPLICATION:  
GOD BROUGHT THE ISRAELITES TO THE RIVER, PARTED THE WATER, BUT 

THEY HAD TO CROSS.

JORDAN WAS A SYMBOL OF DEATH; GOD ROLLED IT BACK ALL THE WAY TO 
ADAM (V. 16) AND MADE A WAY TO CROSS OVER TO THE PROMISED 
LAND.

SOME OF GOD’S BLESSINGS COME TO ALL PEOPLE, BUT ONLY GOD’S 
CHILDREN RECEIVE SPECIAL BLESSINGS.

QUESTIONS
1.  List three reasons why God parted the Jordan River for the Israelites (3:7-10)

2.  Compare the Israelites who crossed the Red Sea with those who crossed the Jordan 
River.

3.  When did the Jordan River part for Israel? (3:15)

For Thought:
1.  God made Israel wait for three days before they could cross the Jordan River.  List 
some things that Christian must wait for today.

2.  God told Israel to sanctify themselves before they entered the Promised Land.  In what 
ways does God sanctify his people today?



Lesson Four 
The power of 

symbols 
Joshua 4 & 5

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

When the children of Israel had crossed over the Jordan River, 
the Lord told Joshua to take twelve men, one from each tribe, to gather 
a stone for a memorial. This was to be a memorial to remind this and all 
future generations of the great power and care of the Lord. In Joshua 
4:9, Joshua also set up twelve stones in the midst of the River to serve 
as a reminder of the great work that was done. It is not unusual in the 
Bible for two memorials to be made for the same event. In the New 
Testament, the Christian’s memorial of baptism memorializes 
participation in Christ’s death through water (Romans 6:1-4). Another 
memorial of Christ’s death is the Lord’s Supper taken on the first day of 
the week (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Joshua 4:12-13 speaks of the 40,000 armed men of the two and a 
half tribes located east of the Jordan crossing over to participate in the 
conquest. Notice that this did not completely leave these tribes without 
defense and support.

As the priest’s feet touched dry land, the Jordan River returned to 
its place and the waters overflowed their banks as before. While history 
has shown that it is possible for a mudslide to stop the river for a short 
time, the proof of God’s miraculous power in this instance is in the 
miraculous timing of this event.

The stones gathered by the men were set up at Gilgal as a 
memorial to show God’s power for future generations. Gilgal was 
known for many years as a place that symbolized God’s presence in the 
land (1 Samuel 11:15).

Chapter 5 begins with the statement that the crossing of the 
Jordan in a miraculous way filled the inhabitants of the land of Canaan 
with great fear. This would serve to protect Israel from attack during the 
next few days while Israel renewed her covenant with God in the new 
land of promise. Now that Israel has crossed into its inheritance, God 
commanded that his people be circumcised. The Israelites had been 
circumcised in Egypt, yet these men fell in the wilderness as they 
disobeyed God and neglected his promises. Those who were born in the 
wilderness had not yet been circumcised. Now that these men had 
shown their faith in God by crossing the river to fight, they were to 
renew their covenant. Remember that God protected Israel during this 
vulnerable time (Genesis 34:18-30) through the fear instilled in the 
Canaanites, the protection of those men who were under twenty when 
leaving Egypt who had already been circumcised and through his 
providence. An interesting fact to note is that the older a man is, the 
more painful and disabling the rite of circumcision will be to the person.  
Therefore the longer an Israelite had lived in the desert, the more he 
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Next Week: Lesson Five, Power of God, Joshua 6

suffered from this renewing covenant act. Very little is really said in God’s word 
concerning what happened in the generation of those who were disobedient to God 
in the wilderness. We do know that the sentence of death was upon the murmurers, 
Numbers 14:28ff. This circumcision is said to represent the “rolling away” of the 
reproach of the former generation of Israel (Joshua 5:9).  

Now that Israel had renewed her relationship with God, she kept the 
Passover for the first time in the land of Promise. This is the third recorded time of 
the celebration of the Passover (Exodus 12:1-15 during its inception and in  
Numbers 9:5 on its first anniversary). The manna also ceased when the Israelites 
began to eat of the produce of this new land. This teaches that the provision of 
manna for the years in the wilderness was by the providence of God and not by 
chance, that it was no longer needed, and that God’s people should not expect 
miracles when their needs are supplied through blessings and providence.

Joshua is met in Joshua 5:13 by a man with a sword. Joshua quickly finds 
out that this man is the commander of the Army of the Lord. As he falls to worship 
him he is told to remove his sandals for the presence of the Lord is holy ground. 
From here Joshua gains instruction of how to proceed with the conquest of the 
land.

APPLICATION:
THE VALUE OF MEMORIALS AS AN AID IN TEACHING OUR CHILDREN 
(Joshua 4:6-7, 21-24; Exodus 13:3-10, Deuteronomy 6:20-25)

ALL CHRISTIANS HAVE A ROLE IN TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE 
WORLD (Joshua 4:12-13, Mark 16:16)

GOD WILL FIGHT FOR US (Ephesians 6:10-22)

QUESTIONS
1.  Was there one memorial or two memorials made of stone?

2.  What effect did the crossing of the Jordan have on the Canaanites?

3.  What reason is given for circumcising the sons of Israel?

Thought Questions:
1.  What are some memorials that Christians are given today?  What are their 
purposes?

2.  What is a personal memorial that you have?  What does it represent?



Lesson Five 
The Power of 

God 
Joshua 6

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Chapter six is a continuation of chapter five.  The angel of the 
Lord continues to give Joshua instructions on how to destroy Jericho. 
Jericho was perhaps the most strategic point of all of ancient Palestine. 
It’s location (six miles from the Jordan in the approach to the Canaanite 
highlands) made it necessary to be conquered first before entrance could 
be made into the Promised Land. While its size was not excessively 
large (the city encompassed 13 acres and was 225 meters by 80 meters) 
it was well fortified with stone walls seven feet thick and sixteen feet 
high with an extra brick wall on top around 8 feet in height. In addition, 
there was a citadel located on the northern side for extra defense.

Instead of a traditional siege or storming of the fortress, the Lord 
had special instructions for the Israelites on how to go about conquering 
the city. The children of Israel were to march around the city once each 
day for six days and then seven times on the seventh day. Also a 
particular order is given for them to travel in:  the heavily armed men 
are to go first (v. 7), the priest with their horns and the Ark of the 
Covenant are to be in the middle (v. 8), followed by the rear guard (.v 
9). For six days the Israelites were to stay silent except for the blowing 
of the horns and the on the seventh day after the seventh trip, they were 
to shout.

Why did God use this method to destroy Jericho? The obvious 
answer is to prove God’s power over man’s weakness. Very likely, 
Jericho was the world’s most fortified city of the day. Notice chapter 
six, verse four, “Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets before the 
ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.” The number seven is 
used four times. Throughout the Bible this number is a symbol of the 
presence of deity. While the inhabitants of Jericho most likely taunted 
the Israelites for their excessive marching and while perhaps many of 
the Israelites wondered what was going on, God was proving that the 
Land could only be conquered by his power. God continually displays 
his power through man’s weakness, Judges 7:2, 2 Corinthians 12:9.

After a week of obedience to God, the walls of Jericho came 
tumbling down. Many commentators have given non-miraculous 
explanations for this great engineering feat:  some say Rahab just 
opened the gates of the city when no one was looking, others say the 
Israelites placed explosives under the walls while the people of Jericho 
were distracted, or maybe even the shouting was so loud it destroyed 
the stone wall (much like an opera singer who can break a glass)! The 
only reasonable answer is that God destroyed the walls at the exact 
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Next Week: Lesson Seven, power of sin, Joshua 7&8

moment he said he would. Whether he did this through an earthquake or anything 
else we cannot know, but once again the timing of this event demands it be a miracle.  
God took down the walls.

Due to God’s judgment on the land, everything was to be destroyed under the 
ban (v. 17). The only exceptions to total destruction were the items of bronze, silver 
and gold that was to be saved for the Lord’s treasury. In accordance to God’s 
teaching in Leviticus 27:28-29, this property was totally destroyed as a symbolic 
tithe given to God for the land of Canaan. Notice that except for Jericho, the 
Israelites were not commanded to burn and destroy all of the property of the defeated 
Canaanites. Jericho served as a tithe of the first-fruits to the Lord for the new land of 
promise.

APPLICATION:
GOD’S GIFTS ARE RECEIVED BY AN ACTIVE FAITH (Numbers 21:6-9, Mark 

16:16, Acts 2:38, Hebrews 11:1-31)

WE MUST NOT GROW WEARY IN WELL DOING (Galatians 6:9, 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18)

VICTORY WILL RESULT WHEN GOD’S COMMANDS ARE KEPT (Hebrews 
11:30)

QUESTIONS
1.  How large was the city of Jericho?

2.  Why did God chose such an unusual means of conquering the city?

3.  What was the order of the procession which marched around the city? (6:7-9)

For Thought:
1.  Everything in Jericho was under the ban, that is, given to the Lord.  What does 
God command that we give him today?

2.  What are some things that God wants Christians to do today that seem strange to 
those in the world?



Lesson six 
The Power of 
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Chapter seven and verse one begins with the conjunction “but” to signify that 
all was not well with the destruction of Jericho. One man’s sin had affected all 
the children of Israel. Achan had selfishly taken things devoted to the Lord. It 
must be remembered that the sins of one person can bring trouble to an entire 
family, congregation or world. It is not known exactly where the location of 
Ai was since it was a small town in an area were populations have swelled 
and shrunk over the centuries. Likely it was a military outpost for Bethel, a 
larger city whose conquering is never really mentioned in the book of Joshua. 
In comparing Joshua 8:12 it appears Ai and Bethel were closely related 
(notice also 8:17).

The spies who returned from Ai had a report that was simple and 
positive. Yet in the midst of the positive tone, one can see some troubles. The 
spies who searched out Jericho gave the credit and power to the Lord (Joshua 
2:24) while the Ai spies seemed to put their faith in their superior fighting 
force. The Jericho spies made a correct assessment of Jericho while the Ai 
spies may have underestimated the strength of Ai’s forces. The Jericho spies 
encouraged all the people to go up, while the Ai spies said “Do not weary the 
people.” Regardless of the spies’ positive assessment of the situation, the 
battle was lost. While the losses were insignificant (36 of 3000 men) the loss 
was very significant. The loss of any battle could only be explained by the fact 
that the Lord was no longer with Israel.

With the defeat, Joshua and the elders mourned their situation with the 
Lord. Remember the New Testament encouragement, “Let him who stands 
take heed, lest he also fall.” Joshua’s fear was three fold:  They would perish 
at the hands of the Canaanites (v. 7), the army now had a fear of the enemy (v. 
8) and the Canaanites would soon unite together with a renewed confidence. 
The Lord responds to Joshua with a call to action. The nation was under 
reproach because of sin. God commanded Joshua to instruct the people to 
sanctify themselves from sin, to cast lots to find the culprit and to destroy that 
which was dedicated to the Lord. There are many references throughout 
scripture referring to the casting of lots. It was done in Numbers 26:55 to 
divide Canaan, in Joshua 21:4 to determine the Levitical cities, in Joel 3:3 to 
divide the spoils of war, in Samuel 14:22 and Jonah 1:7 to determine the 
identity of criminals who perpetrated a crime, in Judges 20:10 it was used to 
chose men for a mission, in Acts 1:26 it was used to make appointments, and 
it was even used for evil by Hamaan to chose “the day” in Esther 3:7. This 
tradition was guided by the Lord, Proverbs 16:33.  

When the lots were cast, Achan was chosen. His confession gave glory 
to God but did not find him mercy because it was forced (Philippians 2:9-11). 
We see the chronology of his sin in verse 21:  “I saw…I coveted…I took.” 
The wording for the beautiful robe is the same as the word used for the king’s 
garments in Jonah 3:6. Very likely it was a symbol of authority. Many believe 
Achan sinned because of his greed and his desire for prominence among those 
around him. Achan wanted to be wealthier and look better than anyone around 
him—but his desires caused him to rob God. The sentence against Achan and 
his possessions was stoning and burning. Stoning involved the entire 
congregation in the act of judgment and burning the dead and their 
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Next Week: Lesson SEVEN, COMPROMISE, Joshua 9

possessions fulfilled the requirement of Jericho. Many ask about the execution of the 
family. Deuteronomy 24:6 prohibits innocent people being put to death for a relative’s 
crime. Obviously they must have been accomplices to the crime by seeing the booty placed 
inside of the tent.
As chapter eight opens, the lesson is reiterated:  “With God all things are possible, without 
God nothing is possible.” The Israelites are told to destroy the people but keep the cattle 
and the spoils for themselves. Joshua stations 30,000 people to hide north of Ai (v. 3), 5,000 
to hide west of the city (v. 9) and led the remaining 5,000 into the valley to face the army of 
Ai (v. 11).  As the army of Ai came from the city to fight Joshua, the Israelites fled to draw 
them away from the city (v. 17). When Joshua gave the symbol, the men in hiding destroyed 
the city, which caused the men of Ai to lose heart. All of the men and women of Ai were 
killed that day. Joshua’s use of his spear seems to be a strong parallel to Moses (Exodus 
14:16, 21, 17:8).

Now that Canaan had been split and victory had been assured, the children of Israel 
dedicate this new land to the Lord. In verse thirty he is called the God of Israel, which 
seems to be a reference to the land as well as the people. Joshua built an altar at the exact 
spot Moses had commanded (Deuteronomy 27:5-6). The location of this activity is about 20 
miles north of Ai. The topography is such that Mount Gerazim (signifying blessings) and 
Mount Ebal (signifying cursing) make a natural amphitheater. It is here where the Israelites 
listen to the reading of the Law of Moses as the land is dedicated.

Remember that Joshua is a book written for a religious purpose rather than a 
military history listing the results of every battle. Probably more battles had already 
occurred than just Jericho and Ai, but in a religious context these are the battles that were 
important. The strangers involved in this reading may have included converted Egyptians 
from the exodus or perhaps citizens of the land who were now faithful to God.

APPLICATION:  
WE MUST SEE THE DANGER OF COVETOUSNESS (Joshua 7:21, Luke 12:15, 
Colossians 1:21-22)

WE MUST STRIVE TO KEEP OURSELVES AND THE BODY PURE (1 Corinthians 
5:6-7, James 1:27, Colossians 1:21-22)

QUESTIONS
1.  Why did Achan sin?

2.  What were the sins that caused Ai to defeat the Israelites?

3.  What were the three fears of Joshua after Ai defeated Israel? (7:7-9)

For Thought:
1.  Joshua read the Law to Israel between the mountains of “cursing” and “blessing.”  What 
are some of the blessings and curses of the New Covenant we are under today?
2.  Achan’s sin boils down to selfishness.  What are some of the ways this sin manifests 
itself today? 



Lesson Seven 
The power of 
compromise 

Joshua 9

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Canaan was now effectively split by the invading armies of the 
Israelites. The remaining native peoples began to form coalitions, but 
were forced to do so in small groups of cities because of the location of 
God’s people in the land. Israel’s place was well secured and it now 
seemed very possible for the invasion to be successful.  

The people of Gibeon heard what had happened and determined 
to escape the coming death to their people. Gibeon was only located 32 
miles west of Gilgal, yet they sent ambassadors to Joshua who acted as 
if they were from far away. They carried old bags upon their donkeys, 
they had old and patched wine skins, their sandals were old and patched 
up and even their bread was old and moldy. Their deception to the 
Israelites was three-fold. First they only told part of the truth. They told 
the Israelites that they had heard of the Lord’s power in Egypt and in the 
wilderness but they did not mention the recent successes of Jericho and 
Ai. Secondly, they were full of hypocrisy. They claimed to want to 
worship the Lord and follow after Him. Third they told an outright lie.  
From their words to their actions they tried to make the impression that 
they were from a “very far off country.”

In a mistake that many other followers of God have made, Joshua 
decided to judge from outward appearances and did not consult God in 
the matter. The leaders and Joshua shared in a fellowship covenant meal 
and swore an oath of protection to Gibeon in return for service (v. 
14-15). After only three days, the truth was made known about the 
location of Gibeon. The Israelites murmured and complained, but the 
Gibeonites remained protected through their oath. Joshua proceeded to 
make the Gibeonites wood cutters and water carriers. These were menial 
tasks which were considered by many to be the worst jobs available in 
the society of that day. Yet through their service, the Gibeonites ended 
up being blessed (Psalm 84:4). In Joshua 10:7-15, they were saved by a 
miracle from God. 2 Chronicles 1:3 tells how the Tabernacle had been 
placed among them. They returned from the exile with the children of 
Israel in Nehemiah 7:25, 3:7. In Ezra 2:42 and 8:20 their prominent role 
in Israel’s worship is seen. It appears that the Gibeonites were absorbed 
into Hebrew culture much as Rahab and her family were absorbed 
(Matthew 1:5).
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Next Week: Lesson EIGHT, GOD IS WITH US, Joshua 10

APPLICATION:
WE NEED TO BE AWARE OF THE INGENUITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
WORLD (Joshua 9:1-5)

WE NEED TO REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF SEEKING THE LORD’S 
COUNSEL AT ALL TIMES (1 Thessalonians 5:17, Joshua 9:14)

COMPROMISE IS A DANGER TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD
EXAMPLES: EVE AND SATAN’S TEMPTATION (GEN 3), THE 
ENTIRE BOOK OF JUDGES, SOLOMON, PILATE, THE CHURCH IN 
THYATIRA (REV 2:18-29). 
WE ARE COMMANDED NOT TO COMPROMISE OUR DOCTRINE 
(ACTS 4:19-20, 2 COR 6:14-18, GAL 1:6-10).

QUESTIONS
1.  How did the Gibeonites fool Israel?

2.  How far was the land of Gibeon from where Israel was camped at Gilgal?

3.  What did the Israelites force the Gibeonites to do? (9:21)

For Thought:
1.  Why do you think Joshua did not bother to ask the Lord about these people 
from a “far off” country?  What is the lesson for us today?

2.  What are some of the ways that the temptation to compromise happens today in 
the church?



Lesson Eight 
God himself  
is with us 
Joshua 10

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

When the Kingdoms of Southern Canaan heard of the actions of 
Gibeon, they began to gather together to attack the Gibeonites. The King 
of Jerusalem is an example of why the Lord had determined to destroy 
the Land of Canaan. Jerusalem was once ruled by Melchizedek (“King 
of Righteousness”) who was a priest of the Most High God (Genesis 
14:18, Hebrews 7:1). Now the king was good in name’s sake (Adoni-
Zedek means “The Lord is Righteousness”) but was evil in every other 
way. Instead of fearing God, this king was only worried about Joshua 
and Gibeon. The King of Jerusalem gathered together other kings of the 
region to fight:  the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, the king of Eglon and the King of Hebron. Of these, the 
most interesting is Hebron. Hebron has a long and varied history. It is 
the burial place of many of the Patriarchs, Moses’ spies had reported on 
this city, Caleb would later have to reconquer this city, David was 
anointed here, David used it as his capital for seven years, Absalom 
made it his capital during his rebellion, Rehoboam fortified it, the exiles 
returned here in Nehemiah’s day, and today it is one of the four sacred 
cities of the Muslims.

Gibeon called to Israel to come quickly to save them from this 
imminent threat of invasion. Joshua came quickly with the blessing of 
the Lord and surprised them the next morning. While the army of Israel 
was battle hardened and substantial, it was the Lord who won the battle.  
Notice who it was who did the main fighting in verse 10. This passage 
states that the Lord routed them, killed them, chased them and struck 
them down. Israel only had to mop up what was left of the fighting. It is 
interesting to note that the Lord worked his power through the use of 
hail and an elongated day. Many pagans of this region worshipped the 
sun, moon and sky. Perhaps the Lord used these created objects of 
worship to display his power to these unbelievers. There are also other 
instances of God using the elements of nature for his wrath (Job 38:22, 
Judges 5:19, Exodus 9:25).

Perhaps the most famous passage in the entire book of Joshua is 
the story of the sun standing still. While many scientific theories have 
been advanced of how this happened, it is known by Christians that the 
Creator and sustainer of the universe can do all things. James uses the 
example of Elijah praying for the rain to stop for over three years as an 
example of the availing power of prayer, James 5:16. Joshua 10:14 tells 
us that no day like that had ever happened before. It is impossible to 
know exactly what happened or how it occurred, but there is no good 
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Next Week: Lesson nine, wrath of god, Joshua 11 & 12

reason whatever to deny God’s intervention in behalf of Israel in this most decisive 
battle in the conquest of Canaan.

Notice that Joshua’s strategy was not to occupy these cities, but instead it was 
to move in a series of swift and devastating attacks to break the power of these 
kingdoms in preparation of the giving of the land to the twelve tribes. This is why 
many of these cities had to be taken at a later time. Perhaps the key verse to this 
chapter is verse 42:  “All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because 
the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.” God will always be with His people.

The Christian learns from this chapter the fact that the Lord will fight for us. 
While we may suffer persecution, temptation and problems in life, God is still 
working for us, Romans 8:28. We must follow the example of faith and courage of 
Joshua so that we too can conquer those enemies which stand between us and our 
Promised Land.

APPLICATION:
WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE GLORIOUS VICTORY WE HAVE WHEN 

GOD FIGHTS FOR US (Joshua 10:14, Romans 8:28-39)

WE NEED TO LIVE A LIFE THAT IS WORTHY OF OUR HERITAGE (Acts 
11:26, 1 John 3:1).

QUESTIONS:
1.  What is the historical significance of Hebron?

2.  What is the significance of the names of the kings of Jerusalem in relation to their 
morality?

3.  Why did God use the storms and the elongated day to destroy the enemies of 
Israel rather than just allowing Israel to get the victories by themselves?

For Thought:
1.  God defeated these armies through supernatural means—what are some of the 
ways he helps us and guides us today?

2.  Israel had to protect the Gibeonites because of an ill advised treaty.  What are 
some of the ways people today have to pay for the misdeeds of their past.



Lesson Nine 
The wrath of 

god 
Joshua 11&12

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Chapter eleven begins the third phase of the conquest of Canaan.  
Joshua had already issued the central campaign (Jericho and Ai), the Southern 
campaign and now began the Northern campaign. This campaign was 
comprised of the epitome of Israel’s worst fears of earlier times. They faced a 
massing army of many nations (Joshua 7:9, 11:12), modern weapons of the 
day in horses and chariots and the giants in the land (Numbers 13:28, Joshua 
11:21-23 and 12:4). Yet in Joshua 11:6 God tells the people to not be afraid for 
the foes of the Lord will be slain.

The opposing army massed by the waters of Miriam, an area 
separating the waters and a steep cliff where the estimated army of 330,000 
would be cramped and unable to maneuver. Joshua’s surprise attack was 
successful in defeating the coalition and Joshua obeyed the Lord in 
hamstringing the horses and burning the chariots. The process of hamstringing 
was to cut the tendons and arteries of the back legs of the horses to render the 
horse lame and put it to death. Joshua then led the people in putting to death 
every person in Hazor, the principle city of the North, and burning it to the 
ground.  Joshua and his men also put to death all the people of the other cities 
but kept the material possessions of these people for themselves. According to 
verse 20, God hardened the hearts of Israel’s enemies so that they would fight 
and be destroyed. They would receive no mercy from God’s people.

Chapter twelve acts as a summary of the conquest of the area east of 
Jordan and of Canaan. The chapter lists the conquered kings of the land. Some 
of these kings are not seen anywhere else in the record of the conquest. That is 
because the Book of Joshua is concerned more with the spiritual relationship 
of Israel and her God than just a simple recounting of each and every military 
battle. Verses 1-6 of the chapter deal with Moses’ campaign of conquest east 
of the Jordan while verses 7-24 recount Joshua’s campaign west of the Jordan.

The Moral Dilemma of the Book of Joshua
Some see the actions of Israel in conquering and killing the Canaanites as the 
work of a savage and primitive people. They do not understand why a loving 
God would command the death of so many men, women and children. 
Remember that God forbade the killing of innocent people in the 10 
Commandments yet often commanded the death of those who were 
disobedient to the commands of God.

The Bible clearly states that the Canaanites were not an innocent race, 
Genesis 9:25, Leviticus 18:25. They had been exposed to God numerous times 
yet had rejected him for pagan idolatry. Many of the people of these regions 
had Esau as an ancestor but had turned away from the God of Isaac and Jacob. 
Balaam was at least one of the soothsayers of the land who had somewhat of 
an acquaintance with the one true God. Generations earlier, Melchizedech, 
king of Salem had been a Priest of the Most High God. His authority was such 
that even Abraham gave tithes to him, Hebrews 7:1, 4. Rahab, the harlot knew 
of Israel’s actions in the desert and the identity of the most high God, Joshua 
2:1-9. It was legend among all the land of what God had done to Sodom and 
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Next Week: Lesson ten, rewarded obedience, Joshua 13-17

Gomorrah. The Canaanites were not ignorant of God, they were disobedient toward him.
God must punish evil. The depraved culture of the Canaanites cried out for 

cleansing, Deuteronomy 18:9-14.. The gods they worshipped were results of a depraved 
and wicked imagination. The Baals and Asherahs were religions that focused on sexual 
immorality. The god Moloch centered around child sacrifice.  While God is longsuffering 
(2 Peter 3:9), the sin of the Canaanite peoples had reached its full measure, Genesis 
15:16.

Was there justification  for this total destruction? Yes, because we will see that 
much of the periodic spiritual decline and apostasy which marked Israel during the time 
of the Judges is attributable to a toleration of the Canaanite inhabitants and their 
degenerate religion in the midst of the land. The destruction of Canaan and its inhabitants 
is a sign that God will not tolerate evil.

APPLICATION
GOD IS FAITHFUL TO HIS PROMISES (Ex23:26-28, Josh 24:12, Heb 10:23)

HE IS KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Josh 12, Dan 2:20-22, 4:17, 25, 32, 1 
Tim 5:15)

THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH, BUT THE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE 
THROUGH CHRIST JESUS (Rom 6:23, John 3:16)

JEHOVAH GOD IS THE GOD OF THE ENTIRE WORLD, NOT JUST OF A 
PARTICULAR RACE, NATION OR ETHNICITY  (Mark 16:15)

QUESTIONS:
1.  Who gathered the kings of the North to fight Israel?

2.  What does Joshua 11:23 say about the land of promise?

3.  How many kings were defeated on the east side of Jordan?  West of Jordan?

For Thought:
1.  Why does God harden the hearts of some people?

2.  Describe some of the ways God participated in the battles of the Israelites.



Lesson Ten 
The reward 

of obedience 
Joshua 13-17

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Chapter 13 begins the second part of the book of Joshua. While the first 
part recounted the conquering of the land, chapter thirteen begins the 
process of dividing the land among the tribes. An interesting thing about 
the allotted of land among the tribes is the process of unity among the 
nation of Israel. While Israel never completely got along with her 
neighboring countries, not once is there any record of a border dispute 
among the tribes of Israel.

Who created the divisions of the land among the tribes? Joshua 
13:7 tells us it was Joshua himself, 14:1 says Eleazar the High Priest and 
the heads of the tribal clans and 14:5 claims it was the people 
themselves. Really it was God who chose the divisions through the 
casting of lots, Proverbs 16:33. We see God’s influence because the lots 
matched exactly the prophecy of Jacob centuries earlier in Genesis 49.

When a close study is done of this chapter, we find that over a 
quarter of the names used to describe the boundaries are unknown to us 
today. There are even examples of four cities that bear the same name. 
While the Israelites knew exactly where these places were, it is next to 
impossible for us to find their exact location today. In Joshua 13:1 
Joshua was old and well advanced in years. Since he was 110 years old 
at his death in Joshua 24:29, it is reasonable to assume that he is here 
around age 90. While the whole land had been subdued from major 
conflict (11:23-12:24), the duty of mopping up left over resistance and 
actually occupying the land still needed to be done. For example, the 
king of Hebron had been defeated and his army destroyed (Joshua 
12:10), yet the next king of Hebron had to be defeated one last time by 
Caleb in Joshua 14.

Notice the boundaries given to each tribe. East of the Jordan was 
the land given to the half tribe of Manasseh, Reuben and Gad. Chapter 
Fourteen begins with the ceremony to allot the remaining land west of 
the Jordan to the 91/2 tribes remaining (3 tribes being east and Levi not 
occupying any territory). Some may ask why the tribes had the land 
allotted in this way. Remember that Moses had allowed the 3 ½ tribes to 
stay east of the Jordan. Levi’s tribe was not to inherit any land (Jehovah 
was their portion). Joseph had become two tribes through his sons, 
Manasseh and Ephriam. In Genesis 48, Jacob adopted these two boys, 
making them equal in every way to his other sons. Since Reuben had 
been disinherited as firstborn because of his incest with Bilhah (Genesis 
35:22), the right of double inheritance went to Joseph and the right of 
primogeniture came to Judah instead of Reuben. Therefore the ruler ship 
of Israel rested in the hands of Judah (Genesis 49:10).  
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Next Week: Lesson eleven, why wait?, Joshua 18-21

A fascinating study is found in Joshua 14:6-15 concerning Caleb. Caleb is 
allowed to receive the pledge given to him by Moses in Numbers 14:21-24 and 
Deuteronomy 1:35-36. This old man was still chasing the giants of Anakim! The 
section of Scripture ends with the allotment of territory of the two major tribes.  
Judah forms the southern barrier in chapter 15 while Ephriam and Manasseh form 
the northern frontier in chapters 16 and 17.

APPLICATION
APPRECIATE THE HERITAGE YOU HAVE IN CHRIST (Ephesians 1:3, 2:5-7, 
19-22, Romans 8:17, 1 Corinthians 3:21-23)

QUESTIONS
1.  What is said about Joshua when God tells him to divide the land?

2.  Beside the passage list the nine and a half tribes that were given the land west 
of the Jordan:

15:1-63 19:10-16

16:1-10 19:17-23

17:1-18 19:24-31

18:11-28 19:32-39

19:1-9 19:40-51

3.  What was Joshua given as an inheritance?

For Thought:
1.  What is the inheritance of the Christian today?

2.  What lessons can be learned by the example of Caleb?



Lesson Eleven 
Why are you 

waiting? 
Joshua 18-21

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Chapter eighteen begins with the moving of the tabernacle to 
Shiloh were it would remain for the most part for the next 300 years 
(until the time of Eli in 1 Samuel 4:1-11). Seven tribes still remained 
without their allotment of land and were rebuked by Joshua. For the last 
40 plus years they had lived within the comfort and protection of one 
another and of God’s direct guidance. The time had now come for them 
to get to the work of dividing the land among themselves. Judah formed 
the Southern border and Ephriam formed the Northern border of the 
land. Notice the quote from the Jewish historian Josephus concerning 
the division of the land among Israel, “Joshua thought that the land 
should be divided on the basis of its goodness, rather than the largeness 
or measure of it; one acre of some sort of land as equivalent to a 
thousand acres.” The land was divided into what was considered to be 
seven equal portions and then distributed among the tribes. In 18:21-28 
Benjamin is given land very close to Judah. Simeon is given seventeen 
cities but no real boundaries within the land of Judah. Simeon would 
soon be absorbed by Judah (Genesis 49:5-7) and is not even mentioned 
as a distinct tribe in Moses’ final blessing in Deuteronomy 33. We see 
the allotment of Zebulun in 19:10-16, while 17-23 speaks of Issachar. 
This tribe was given a very pleasant land which may explain why very 
little is ever mentioned of this tribe again since they may have grown 
lazy and fat in their blessings. Asher’s land is seen in 24-31, Naphtali in 
32-39 and Dan is given land in 41-48. Dan’s allotment is very small but 
very fertile, Dan experienced a northern migration in Judges 18.

Chapter 20 lists cities of Refuge of Israel. These cities were very 
important for the protection of innocent people and also served as a type 
of the coming Messiah. They represent Christ in that they offered refuge 
from death, safety could only be found within the city and that safety 
remains throughout the lifetime of the high Priest then reigning. Each 
city’s name also tells us a characteristic of Christ. Kadesh mean holy, 
Hebron means fellowship, Shechem means burden-bearer, Bezeer means 
fortress, Ramoth Gilead means High Place, Golan means to remove the 
clutter or stain.

The Levites received cities in Chapter 21. Jacob had said the Levi 
would receive no land in Genesis 49:5-7, yet Moses had blessed the 
tribe for standing with him through difficult times (Exodus 32:26). 
Therefore they were reserved as a people while Simeon was not. The 
Levitical cities are divided into four groups of Levites. First there are the 
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Next Week: Lesson Twelve, be on guard, Joshua 22

sons of Kolath through Aaron who formed the priests, then the other sons of 
Kolath besides Aaron, the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari. In 21:43-45 We 
see that God had fulfilled the land promise completely to his people.  Joshua 1:19 
is fulfilled, yet Israel failed to enjoy the full blessings of the land because of their 
disobedience.

APPLICATION:
LET US STRIVE TO FULFILL OUR HERITAGE AS PRIESTS (1 Peter 2:5, 9)

LET US FLEE TO CHRIST AS OUR REFUGE (Psalm 46:1, Jeremiah 16:19, 
Hebrews 6:18-19)

LET US ALWAYS BE AWARE OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN FULFILLING 
HIS PROMISES AND COVENANTS (Titus 1:2, Hebrews 6:9-20, 1 
Corinthians 10:13, 2 Timothy 2:13)

QUESTIONS:
1.What was the inheritance of the Levites?

2.  List the cities of Refuge.

3.  What does Joshua 21:43-45 say about the Land Promise?

For Thought:
1.  How do you know that God will keep his promises?

2.  What is our heritage as priests of God today? 1 Peter 2:5, 9



Lesson Twelve 
Be on guard 
Joshua 22

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

As chapter 22 of the book of Joshua opens, Reuben, Gad and the 
½ tribe of Manasseh are complimented for their work. Their land was 
east of the Jordan, yet they had helped in the conquest of Canaan. Now 
that this was complete, Joshua blessed them for their obedience and 
gave them a share of the spoils of war to take home with them. These 
tribes had spent many years fighting away from their families. It is a 
strong tribute to their faith and to Joshua’s leadership that they never 
complained. The Israelites of Joshua’s time stand in stark contrast to the 
murmurers found in the wilderness wanderings and the pagan idolatries 
of Judges. According to 22:10, on their way home the tribes built a 
replica of the altar of God by the Jordan River. This was obviously not a 
good idea, but it was done to alleviate the sense of separation the eastern 
tribes had concerning the western tribes. This chapter stands as a 
powerful lesson concerning the destructive power of gossip and rumors.

Fearing that the altar represented rebellion against God, the 9 ½ 
tribes west of the Jordan gather together for war. The penalties for 
building an altar besides the one dedicated to God were clear in the Law 
of Moses:  Leviticus 17:4, 8, 9; Deuteronomy 12:4-14; Deuteronomy 
13:12-16. Before the war began, the tribes dwelling in Canaan sent 
Phinehas and a representative from each tribe (10 representatives) to 
question the condition of the eastern tribes.

The charge made by the representative party was that treachery 
had been committed in rebellion against God. The ambassadors 
reminded them of the trouble of Peor in Numbers 25 (Phinehas had been 
there personally) and of the time when all of Israel was punished when 
just one man decided to sin (the example of Achan). The representatives 
pleaded with the tribes to be faithful to God. They said, “If you feel 
unclean, then return over to the other side of Jordan.

The response of the 3 ½ tribes was immediate. They continually 
claimed allegiance to the Lord. The altar that had been built was a 
memorial, not a place of worship they said. They built it so that they 
would remember and so that the other 9 ½ tribes would remember the 
unity of all tribes under God. They fully agreed that the tabernacle was 
the place of worship to God.

The results of this inquiry are clearly seen in 22:30-34. Phinehas 
and the officials reported back to their tribes and civil war was averted. 
The country was at peace and was faithful to God. Notice some points 
concerning the resolution of the problem. First of all the war was not 
commenced without proper investigation. Secondly, the investigation 
was put into the hands of competent and reasonable people; these men 
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Next Week: Lesson thirteen, commitment, Joshua 23&24

went directly to the accused to find the nature of the problem. They were honestly 
looking for a solution and they sought the peace and holiness of the body of God.

Israel’s unity as a nation was maintained partially by the gathering of the 
Israelites together three times a year at the Tabernacle:  Passover, Pentecost and the 
Feast of Tabernacles. This helped to cultivate a sense of nationality among the 
children of Israel.

APPLICATION
NOTICE AGAIN THAT FAITHFULNESS IS REWARDED (Joshua 22:1-9, 

Matthew 10:42)

A VALUABLE LESSON IS LEARNED IN HANDLING MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
AMONG BRETHREN (Joshua 22:11-20)

WE MUST BE ZEALOUS TO MAINTAIN PURITY AND UNITY IN THE 
CHURCH (Joshua 22:26-28, Ephesians 4:1-3, 1 Corinthians 1:10, James 1:27, 
Numbers 25:1-9, Joshua 7)

QUESTIONS:
1.  For what did Joshua commend the two and a half eastern tribes?

2.  What did Joshua tell those tribes to be careful to do as he dismissed them?

3.  What two incidents did the messengers of the western tribes remind the eastern 
tribes of when they confronted them?

For Thought:
1.  What lessons in this chapter can be learned concerning handling 
misunderstandings among brethren?

2.  Was the building of the replica altar a good idea or bad idea?  Why?



Lesson Thirteen 
A call to 

commitment 
Joshua 23&24

Joshua 

Conquest 
For God

Joshua, being very old and advanced in years, calls all of Israel 
together. Following in the footsteps of his mentor Moses (the book of 
Deuteronomy), he ends his ministry with a sermon to remind the people 
of their past, present and possible future.
The children of Israel had a blessed past (23:3). God had taken care of 
Israel in so many ways. Nations had been expelled, victories had been 
won and land had been conquered for God’s people to receive their 
promised reward. Joshua continues in chapter 24 by recounting the ways 
that God had answered prayer and kept his promises (24:1-12).

Israel also had a bright present (23:4-5). Now Israel was at its 
zenith in obedience to God and fulfillment of its promise. While more 
military might would be had through David and perhaps more land and 
wealth through Solomon, never again would Israel have such a united 
and close relationship with its God. The promises of God were now 
fulfilled (23:14).

The children of Israel had laid before them a beautiful possibility 
(23:6-11). Israel now had to make a choice with ever lasting 
consequences—whether or not to obey God and keep his 
commandments. Years earlier, Joshua had been instructed to be of strong 
courage to keep the commands of God, now after many years of faithful 
service, Joshua was encouraging the children of Israel to follow his 
example (23:6, 8, 11). If they remained faithful, God would remain 
faithful to them (23:10). But if they intermarried with idolaters, 
transgressed the covenant or accepted sinfulness among themselves, 
they would lose forever the great blessings which they had won. For 
them the choice was a simple one with far reaching consequences:  
Joshua 24:15, “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now dwell. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” While Israel claimed immediately that they would 
serve the Lord, Joshua argued with them concerning their commitment 
to godly ways. Perhaps this was to impress upon them the importance of 
their decision, perhaps Joshua knew how weak and unstable their faith 
had been in the past. In Joshua 24:29 Joshua is given the title “servant of 
God” for the first time in the book. In Joshua this title had always been 
used solely for Moses (1:1, 2; 8:31, 33; 9:24; 11:12, 15; 12:6; 13:8; 
14:7; 18:7; 22:2, 4, 5). Joshua died a complete man. Because of his 
unwavering faithfulness, he had accomplished what his hero Moses 
could not—the fulfillment of the promise of God. Israel served God all 
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the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who knew Joshua. The book closes 
in Joshua 24:32 with the touching story of the burial of the bones of Joseph in 
Shechem. This act symbolized the completeness of the fulfilled promises of God to 
his people.

APPLICATION:
GOD’S WORD IS ABSOLUTELY TRUSTWORTHY (Joshua 23:14, Matthew 

24:35, 1 Peter 1:23-25)  THAT BEING TRUE, WE CAN TRUST HIS 
PROMISES (Joshua 21:43-45, Hebrews 6:17-19, Titus 1:2)

WE MUST BE AWARE OF THE DANGER OF APOSTACY 
(1 Corinthians 10:12, 9:27, Hebrews 3:12-13)

WE MUST ENDEAVOR TO KEEP OURSELVES FROM BEING POURED INTO 
THE WORLD’S MOLD (Joshua 23:8, 12, Romans 12:1-2)

WE MUST MAKE A CHOICE – GOD OR MAMMON (Matthew 6:24, 12:30, 
Joshua 24:15)  THERE IS NO NEUTRAL GROUND.

QUESTIONS:
1.  What does Joshua say in Joshua 23:11-13 concerning the nations that remained 
among them if Israel began clinging to those nations?

2.  How old was Joshua when he died?

3.  How long does the Bible say the people continued to serve the Lord after Joshua 
died?

For Thought:
1.  Who is a spiritual leader who gives you encouragement?

2.  How can we be spiritual leaders towards others?



Overview of the Book of Joshua 

Introduction:

1.  The book of Joshua serves as a very important link between the Pentateuch (1st five books of the Old 
Testament) and the rest of Israel’s history.

2.  Moses leads Israel out of bondage while Joshua leads them into blessing.  One was the personification of 
deliverance, while the other was of victory.  Deuteronomy 6:23.

3.  Joshua is a book that consists of three major military campaigns against more than thirty enemy armies of 
Israel.

4.  The point woven throughout the fabric of the book is that victory comes through faith in God and 
obedience to his word, rather than through military might or superior numbers.

5.  The theme of Joshua is “Faith is the Victory” – 1 John 5:4; 2 Corinthians 2:14

A.  Entering the Land (1-5) – Dedication of the People

B. Conquering the Land (6-12) – Defeat of the Enemies

C. Occupying the Land (13-24) – Division of the Land

Background of Joshua
1.  Authorship: Bulk of composition by Joshua
A.  While the author is not explicitly identified, Joshua is listed as one of the specific writers (Joshua 24:26)
B.  Unity of style within the book indicates that one author wrote the bulk of the work.
C.  Joshua would be best qualified to discuss details of the conquests (chapters 6-12).  Obviously in the  

viewpoint of a militarily minded man.
D.  Some people were alive who had first hand knowledge of events of the book (Joshua 6:25).
E.  In all likelihood, it was written before Saul’s day (Gibeonites of Joshua 9:27 and 2 Samuel 21:1-9).
F.  Written before David’s time (Jebusites in Joshua 15:63 and 2 Samuel 5:6).
G.  Likely by a single author, with three small sections added after death:
     1.  Othniel’s capture of Kirjath Sepher (Joshua 15:13-19; Judges 1:9-15)
     2.  Dan’s migration to the North (Joshua 19:47; Judges 18:27-29).
     3.  Joshua’s death and burial (Joshua 24:29-33).  This could have been added by Eleazer or Phinehas 

(Joshua 24:33).  There is no valid reason to reject Joshua as the author of this book.
2.  Name:  Joshua’s name was changed by Moses from Hoshea (Salvation, Joshua 13:8) to Yehoshua (God is 

Salvation, Joshua 13:16).  This is the Hebrew equivalent of Jesus.  Every time someone said his name, 
they would be reminded that while Joshua was the human leader, God was the real Lord and 
Conqueror.

3.  Geographical settings:
     A.  Jordan River (chapters 1-5) approximately one month
     B.  Canaan (6-13:7) approximately 7 years

See Joshua 14:7-10
     C.  Twelve tribes on both sides of the Jordan (Joshua 13:8-24)

Approximately 8 years



4.  Approximate date when these events are occurring:  1380 B.C.
5.  Purpose of Joshua:
Historical – Fulfillment of Promise in Genesis to Abraham
Doctrinal – Faithfulness of God is great.  We have great free gifts, but we must struggle to obtain and hold 

on to these gifts.
Christological – Joshua is a type of Christ.

Survey of Joshua
I. Entering the Land (1-5)

A.  Preparing the People (1-3)
B.  Passage of the People (3-4)
C.  Purification of the People (4-5)

II.  Conquering the Land (6-12)
A.  Realization of Victory – no sin in the camp (6-11)
B.  Record of Victory – triumph in the camp (12)

III. Occupying the Land (13-24)
A.  Distributing the Land (13-21)
B.  Dispute About the Altar (22)
C.  Discourse and Death of Joshua (23-24)

Prominent Subjects
1.  The most important characters to remember in the book are Joshua, Caleb and Rahab.
2.  Note how the charge of chapter one serves as the thrust of the entire book:

1:2 ~ Chapters 1-5
1:5 ~ Chapters 6-12
1:6 ~ Chapters 13-22
1:7 ~ Chapters 23-24

3.  The moral problem of slaughtering the Canaanites:
There is a difference between murder and justifiable homicide.
The Canaanites were not innocent 

(Genesis 9:25; Leviticus 18:25).
The innocent were spared (Rahab and her family).
The longsuffering of God is displayed (2 Peter 3:9)
Israel was a theocracy (no nation like it before or since) 

Exodus 23:27-30, Deuteronomy 7:3-6, Joshua 8:24-26

Key verses are 1:8 and 11:23

Key words are “Inheritance” 58 times and “Courage” 7 times.

Applications:
1.  Joshua is an example of outstanding leadership tradition (Joshua 2:24, 4:14).
2.  Joshua 7 displays the tragedy and influence of sin.
3.  Joshua 22:5 shows success is in heaven’s sight.
4.  Joshua 23:10 reminds us that one can defeat a thousand when God is on your side.
5.  Joshua 8:11 is a display of the valley between right and wrong, blessing and curse.






