
1Paul, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and 
Timothy our 
brother, 

2 To the saints and 
faithful brethren in 
Christ who are in 
Colossae: 

Grace to you and 
peace from God our 
Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I. Background of Colossae and it’s church.  
          An insignificant church in a fading town. 

Herodotus, a Greek historian from centuries before the 
days of Paul, called Colossae a great city of the region 
of Phyrgia. Yet by Paul’s day the city had declined to 
insignificance economically and politically. While the city 
was mostly Gentile, there was a significant Jewish 
population as well. Colossae was about one hundred 
miles east of the city of Ephesus, which was one of the 
most significant cities in all of Asia Minor. It was located 
on the Lycus River along with the cities of Heirapolis 
and Laodicea.


There is no evidence that the apostle had actually been 
to Colossae (2:1). Paul planted churches in major cities 
such as Corinth, Ephesus, and Philippi where the 
gospel would naturally move out to the countryside. 
Evidently Paul’s closest connection to Colossae would 
have been in Acts 19:10 where he worked for three and 
a half years at the school of Tyrannus in Ephesus where 
it is said, “from which all in Asia heard the word.” It’s 
reasonable to assume that that some in Colossae who 
heard the Apostle Paul in Ephesus had come back to 
their community and started a local congregation. 


The church met in the home of Philemon, a person to 
whom Paul wrote a letter concerning his treatment of a 
slave named Onesimus. The local preacher’s name 
appears to have been Epaphras (1:4, 7 and 4:12-13). 
Epaphrus had traveled to see Paul while he was 
imprisoned in Rome to give a report about the 
congregation and to tell Paul about the issues they 
were wrestling with in doctrine. So the both the Book 
of Colossians and the Book of Philemon were written 
to deal with issues confronting this area at the time.


Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson one: 

Why Write This Book? 1:1-2



II.  Colossians Heresy, our temptations to add to the gospel,  
          and keywords of the book. 

Any discussion on the Book of Colossians will soon cover the Colossian heresy. While 
we are not told specifically what the false teaching was that permeated the church, clues 
show it was a mixture of early gnosticism, Judaism, and self-fulfillment. The church in 
Colossae, like many churches today, was tempted to add to the gospel message in order 
to make it more appealing. Those with Jewish backgrounds desired to add dietary laws, 
circumcision, and festival holidays of the Law of Moses. They said, “Yes we follow 
Christ, but we also follow the Old Testament Law.” Some of the Gentiles wanted to add 
asceticism, that is, physical abuse of the body to the gospel. By saying “Do not handle, 
do not taste, do not touch,” (2:21) they strived to make themselves look more spiritual by 
adding to the requirements of the gospel. Still others claimed to have access to “secret 
mysteries” or deeper knowledge than the simple gospel provided. Seeking to set 
themselves up as teachers or gurus, they drew disciples to themselves in adding their 
own opinions and philosophies to the message.


The key verse of Colossians is 1:18 and the key words in Colossians are “all” (32 times), 
wisdom and knowledge (11 times), body (9 times), and fullness (2 times). In short the 
book comes down to the word used by Paul, “fullness” (1:19, 2:9-10). The message of 
Colossians in short is that “Christ is enough.” You don’t need to add anything to the 
saving message of Christ and you certainly don’t need to take anything away. Christ is 
the object of our faith, the image of the invisible God, the creator of all dominions, the 
head of the church, the firstborn from the dead, the reconciler of all things, the Savior on 
the cross, the treasury of all wisdom, the victor over sin and Satan, the exalted Lord over 
all, and the pattern of life in the church. We are saved through Christ and Christ alone.


III. First two verses: Paul’s authority and the need for grace and peace 

As Paul begins the Colossian letter, he introduces himself as an Apostle. He had never 
been to Colossae and it was important for him to show them that he spoke with 
authority. In that day, just as today, people need to return to the Scriptures written by 
men of inspiration to know true doctrine and life in Christ. Then he says, “To the faithful 
brethren in Christ.” In the terrible atmosphere of the pagan city of Colossae these saints 
were holy Christians. They were in the world but not of the world. Then Paul salutes them 
with grace (a Gentile greeting) and peace (a Jewish greeting). Though they were one in 
Christ, the Lord’s Church in Colossae was composed of people from many backgrounds. 

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  Colossae had a vibrant church in a fading city. Our outward 
circumstances matter much less that our spiritual circumstances. 

2.  We are saved through Christ alone. We do not need to add or take away  
     from the simple gospel message. 

3.  The Lord’s church is one, yet it is composed of many different people  
     from different backgrounds.



3 We give thanks to the 
God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, 
4 since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and 
of your love for all the 
saints; 5 because of the 
hope which is laid up for 
you in heaven, of which 
you heard before in the 
word of the truth of the 
gospel, 6 which has come 
to you, as it has also in 
all the world, and is 
bringing forth fruit, as 
it is also among you since 
the day you heard and 
knew the grace of God in 
truth; 7 as you also 
learned from Epaphras, 
our dear fellow servant, 
who is a faithful 
minister of Christ on 
your behalf, 8 who also 
declared to us your love 
in the Spirit.

Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson Two: 
The Golden Triad 1:3-8

I. The Certainty of the Christian Life 

As Paul continues his letter to the Colossians he 
mentions the golden triad of the Christian life: faith, 
hope, and love (1 Corinthians 13:13). The Colossian 
church was fighting against a heresy that was a 
combination of Judiazing teaching, of gnosticism, and 
of asceticism. To combat this false doctrine (and any 
false doctrine for that matter), Paul told them to focus 
on and follow Christ. Looking at the physical world, 
Christ is the creator and sustainer of the universe 
(Colossians 1:16, 18). In the spiritual world, he is the 
resurrection, the atonement, and the judge of all things 
(2:9-10). And because of these things, he is sufficient 
for any need that we have today. The church that 
conquered Jerusalem, Athens, and Rome was not an 
uncertain church that gave an uncertain message 
about her redeemer. The apostle does not say, “I think” 
rather he says “I know.” Christians today must have 
confidence in the authority and doctrine of Christ. We 
must know what we believe and act on the belief with 
full confidence. 


II. Faith, Hope, And Love 

Paul begins in verse three with an expression of 
thankfulness. He appreciated their good treatment of 
their preacher Epaphras and also their faithfulness in 
Christ. As he gave thanks to God for them, he noticed 
through prayer what had brought about their allegiance 
to Christ. Their faith in Christ was foundational to their 
Christianity. Faith is a strong belief that causes 
action. It is necessary for every Christian, Hebrews 
11:6. It is not a blind belief, but rather one focused on 



God’s history with mankind and evidence of present day activity. Secondly, their faith was 
shown in their love for all the saints. Christian love is evidenced when we place the 
needs and desires of others above ourselves, Romans 5:8. It is the proper practice of 
love that most makes us look like our savior. And thirdly, these brethren showed their faith 
by their holding to the hope that was laid up for them in heaven. Our suffering in the 
present day will all be worth it when we receive our heavenly reward. Hope is an eager 
anticipation that will cause us to cling closely to Jesus and remain motivated. 


Holding to this Christian triad of faith, hope, and love will guard the Christian from false 
doctrine and from negligence in doing the things Christians should do.

	 When he says, “Which you heard before in the word of truth of the gospel,” he is 
emphasizing a standard of truth that can’t be changed. The world of biblical times was one 
that denied a standard of morality, much like our world does today. People who are selfishly 
in sin hate the truth and want to add to or subtract from it to fit their desires. But it is God’s 
truth that saves mankind. Jesus personifies truth and his gospel is the truth that one day 
will judge this world. This gospel has gone to the whole world and has shown its 
effectiveness through the production of fruitful works. 


III. You Can’t Improve That Which Is Perfect  

In the final few verses, the apostle reminds them of their preacher Epaphras and his 
ministry among them. These Colossian Christians had followed the simple gospel before 
the false teachers had entered into their assembly. He calls them to remember their former 
joy and fruit of love they had for one another. Paul is in effect reminding them that they 
need no additions to their doctrine since they were faithfully saved before those teachers 
arrived on the scene. 

The saving message of the gospel cannot be improved upon. While it is true that our 
methods of evangelism and our opinions on optional matters may change, we must never 
depart from the basic saving message of salvation through Christ.


Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  Rather than getting caught up on the religious fads of the day (Jewish 
practices, asceticism, and gnostic thinking) we must focus on christ. 

2.  A proper understanding of faith, hope, and love will keep us free from 
false doctrine. Faith is a strong belief in god that moves us to action; love 
is the practice of placing others’ needs before our own; and hope is an 
eager anticipation that motivates us to constant service. 

3.  We should look back to when we obeyed the gospel and remember the 
power of the cross to save.



9 For this reason we also, 
since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray for 
you, and to ask that you 
may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in 
all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; 10 that 
you may walk worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing 
Him, being fruitful in 
every good work and 
increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all 
might, according to His 
glorious power, for all 
patience and long-
suffering with joy; 
12 giving thanks to the 
Father who has qualified 
us to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints 
in the light. 13 He has 
delivered us from the 
power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the 
kingdom of the Son of His 
love, 14 in whom we have 
redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of 
sins.

Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson three: 

Foreknowledge to life 1:9-14

Paul’s Prayer For The Colossians, 1:9-12 

Paul usually began his letters with a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the recipients (except for the Book of 
Galatians). While these prayers are often brief, they are 
rich in information. Notice the links between 
thanksgiving in the section before this and the prayer in 
this passage. For example, “We give thanks to God” in 
verse 3 and then in verse 12 “giving thanks to the 
Father.” In verse 4 “Since we heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus” then in verse 9 “Since the day we heard it.” So the 
apostle is using language suitable for thanksgiving and 
in prayer. He thanked God for their love of Jesus Christ, 
verse 4, and then he thanks God for their love for all the 
saints, verse 5. So in effect, he thanks God for their faith, 
their love, and their hope. But we learn here that the 
Christian life is more than just faith hope, and love. We 
see here that knowledge is crucial as well. This 
knowledge of the mystery of the faith in encapsulated 
in Christ Jesus. He is the truth, the way, and the life. That 
truth (John 8:32) is found today in the Word of God (John 
17:17). 
The apostle was never one given to complacency. He 
constantly urged further growth in his letters, 
Philippians 3:14. We must never be satisfied in our 
Christian walk to the point to where we no longer 
desire to grow as a Christian. We must grow in 
knowledge and in practice.  



Being Fruitful in Every Good Work, v. 10 

In this prayer, Paul uses the figure of a growing tree to show us the influence Christian living. As 
this tree grows it influences more and more of the world around it. Eventually, this tree will 
figuratively affect the entire world if it continues growing. In verse 9 we see the root of this tree 
is the knowledge of God’s will. The heretics who were corrupting the church were in effect 
attacking the root of this Christian tree by spreading false knowledge. Many false Christians find 
themselves in such situations because they turn away from the simple gospel (preached by 
Epaphrus) and listen to those who say they know more or know better. That’s why Colossians 
uses the word “fullness” so much. Ephesians 2:9-10 tells that in him (Christ) dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. And you are complete (using the same root word as fullness) in 
him. Christ is all that we need to grow and to be fruitful, there is no need for an addition to the 
gospel of Christ.  
In verses 10-14 we see the branches of the tree Paul mentions. Paul uses four participles that 
describes what it means to walk in the Lord. The first is “to be fruitful in every good work.” 
Secondly “increasing in the knowledge of God. In verse 11 we see “Strengthened with all might 
to all patience, long-suffering with joyfulness.” And fourth in verse 12 “Giving thanks to the 
Father.” Having these four traits shows that our walk in Christ is healthy and growing.  

Our Delivery Into The Kingdom, v. 13-14 

Here we see the importance of being in Christ. It is in Jesus that we find every spiritual blessing, 
Ephesians 1:3. When we follow the gospel plan of salvation, the Lord adds us to the church. It is 
man-made false doctrine that we join the church of our choice. Instead through obedience we 
are added to Christ’s church, Acts 2:47. The church is the world-wide Kingdom of God that was 
purchased with the blood of Jesus. This kingdom is greater than any man made empire, Daniel 
2:44. Paul closes this section with a prayer of thanksgiving for adding us to Christ’s church.

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  Christians are to grow in faith, love, and hope. The way to grow in these 
three areas is in knowledge. 

2.  We show that we are growing when we are fruitful one very good work, 
when we are increasing in our knowledge of the word, when we are 
strengthened in our patience, and when we develop a sense of thankfulness 
to god. 

3.  Those who are in christ are conveyed into the kingdom, that is, the lord’s 
church. We are added to the church when we obey god’s plan of salvation.



15 He is the image of the 
invisible God, the 
firstborn over all 
creation. 16 For by Him all 
things were created that 
are in heaven and that are 
on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or 
principalities or powers. 
All things were created 
through Him and for Him. 
17 And He is before all 
things, and in Him all 
things consist. 18 And He 
is the head of the body, 
the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the 
preeminence. 19 For it 
pleased the Father that in 
Him all the fullness 
should dwell, 20 and by 
Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself, by Him, 
whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, 
having made peace through 
the blood of His cross.

Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson Four: 

Christ is lord 1:15-19

One evening after a busy day of ministry, Jesus told 
the disciples to travel with him in a boat in order to 
get some rest. But that night a raging storm 
churned up the sea into a fury. Afraid for their lives, 
the Apostles woke Jesus up asking, “Don’t you care 
that we are perishing?” Jesus got up and rebuked 
the wind. Immediately the seas and skies were 
calm. Awestruck, the apostles asked one another, 
“Who is this that even the wind and sea obey him?” 
Matthew 8:23-27. Decades later the Apostle Paul 
would write of the Lordship of our Jesus over 
creation, the spiritual world, and our redemption.


Lord Over Creation, 15-17 
Paul’s defense of the Faith against the Colossians 
heresy is to look at the person and work of Jesus,  
who is “all and in all,” Colossians 3:11. Some 
believe this passage is a quotation of an early 
Christian hymn written by Paul or someone else 
because of its lyrical nature. It is certainly reflects 
many concepts found in the Old Testament (Exodus 
24:10, Numbers 12:8, Psalm 87:27, Proverbs 
8:29-31, Ezekiel 1:26-28). Paul begins by noticing 
that Jesus is the image of the invisible God. This 
thought of “EIKON” refers to a perfect picture or 
representation of the original, John 8:19. As Jesus 
said in John 14:1-6, if we desire to see the Father 
we must view Jesus. This thought establishes the 
deity and absolute power of Jesus. In noticing that 
Jesus is the firstborn over all creation, Paul is not 
teaching that Jesus was created, for Jesus is 
eternal. Jesus created all things, Hebrews 1:2, so if 
Jesus was created he would have had to create 
himself which is an impossibility. The term firstborn 



here is looking to his authority as being in command of all things, Psalm 89:27. In verses 16 
and 17 we see the sovereignty of Jesus by his work. By Jesus everything was created 
(physical beings and spiritual beings). These things were created through him and for his 
purposes. He is before all things and he is the one who sustains all things as well. 


Lord Over The Spiritual Realm, 18 
Jesus is the head of the first creation, but he’s also Lord of the new creation. Paul moves 
from speaking of the physical creation to now discussing the salvation of mankind. What 
gives him the authority over the spiritual realm is the fact that he is firstborn from the dead, 
that is, the first to be resurrected for all eternity. As the head of the Church, Christ is 
inseparable from his church. You cannot have one without the other: Christ is the head and 
the church is his body. Christ also has ownership or authority over the church. He 
determines what it is and what it does. While this is a devastating argument against 
denominationalism (the head of the church is not in Rome, Salt Lake, London, or any earthy 
place). We also see that we must listen to Jesus over any earthly voice, Matthew 17:5. The 
headship of Jesus over his church also has practical implications. As Christians we are 
literally called to be “tiny Christs,” that is, we are to follow the example and teachings of 
Jesus in everything that we do. Jesus is Lord over our minds, our hearts, our strength, and 
our lives. In all things Christ must have preeminence.  


Lord Over Redemption, 19-20 
Now bringing this to the context of Colossians, Paul says it pleased God that the fullness 
dwells in Jesus. This word fullness has strong implications in the Old Testament (God’s 
fullness filled Ezekiel’s Temple (Ezekiel 44:4). In other words, there is not room for anything 
else beyond God. The Colossian heresy was the belief that something else was needed to 
complete our salvation beyond what Jesus provided. Whether it was asceticism, Judaism, 
or gnostic heresy these false teachers were demanding the Colossian brethren add to the 
gospel. Paul responds that it pleases God that Jesus is the complete method of salvation 
for us today. He reconciles or makes peace between us and God, he rules all things in 
heaven and earth, and he accomplishes this through the blood shed on the cross. We are 
saved through Christ alone.


Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  The only way to God the father is through his son, Jesus. It is he who 
created, sustains, and will ultimately judge all the world. 

2.  Jesus is the head of the church. There is no person living today or in 
the past who has the authority of Jesus. That’s why we must go back to 
the Bible to learn about salvation, the way in which god desires to be 
worshipped, and how god desires for us to live today. 

3.  The fullness of all things is found in christ. While many people today 
desire to add to the doctrine of christ in order to look or feel more 
spiritual, Jesus Christ is all we need.



Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson Five: 

From enmity to friendship 
1:21-23

21 And you, who once were  

alienated and enemies in  

your mind by wicked works,  

yet now He has reconciled  

22 in the body of His flesh  

through death, to present  

you holy, and blameless,  

and above reproach in His  

sight— 23 if indeed you  

continue in the faith,  

grounded and steadfast,  

and are not moved away  

from the hope of the  

gospel which you heard,  

which was preached to  

every creature under  

heaven, of which I, Paul,  

became a minister.

In Luke 15 we read a parable of the Prodigal Son. 
This passage speaks of a young man who rejects 
his family and tells his father to give him his 
inheritance. Going to a foreign land, he sullies his 
family’s reputation and wastes his fortune. Finding 
himself lusting after the food of animals, he 
determines to go home and live life as a slave. Yet 
when he arrives home, his father runs and greets 
him. Rather than disciplining his child, he gives him 
a robe and returns him to his place in the family. 
The teaching of this parable is found in this 
passage as we see the God who created and 
sustains the world, show special love to the very 
people who have rejected him. He restores us to 
himself through the blood of the cross.


Reconciliation, v. 21-22 
Before those sinners who are accountable have 
come to Jesus, they are aliens and enemies of the 
Lord. Our sins alienate, or separate us, from the 
Lord, Isaiah 59:1-2, Romans 6:23. We are enemies 
of the Lord because his holiness is antithetical to 
our selfish and worldly mindset. Ephesians 2:11-14 
is a similar passage to what we are studying that 
reminds us that while we were “Gentiles in the 
flesh” that is, before we came to Christ, we were 
“aliens and strangers from the covenant of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world.” But 
Paul continues, “Now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.” Just as the prodigal father in the parable 
ran to his son to restore him, so God has extended 
to us reconciliation through the cross of Christ to 
present us holy and blameless, above reproach in 
his sight.




The word reconciliation means to make people who are enemies to be friends. It means to 
create common ground between two people so that they can build a new foundation of 
friendship. Christ has created common ground with the Christian by wiping away the former 
life of sin and selfishness in order to create a new identity that is acceptable to himself. 


A Call To Faithfulness, 23 
There is a doctrine started by Augustine and developed by Calvin called the Impossibility of 
Apostasy, or more commonly ‘Once saved, always saved.’ This doctrine holds that Christians 
cannot sin in such a way that they would ever be lost. That is, once a person becomes a 
Christian, he will never be in danger of losing his salvation due to his actions. Not only is this 
doctrine foreign to Scripture, it is dangerous to the Christian. The entire Book of Colossians is 
written to warn the brethren of that city against the danger of losing their identity as Christ’s 
church. The Colossian heresy was actively opposed by Paul because it endangered the 
congregation. Verse 23 of chapter one begins with the word “if.” Paul tells the brethren that 
they are no longer aliens and strangers from God “if” they continue in the faith. “If” they are 
grounded and steadfast in the basic doctrine of Christ. And “if” they are not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel. Moving beyond the false doctrine of once saved, always saved, 
Paul is here in context encouraging the brethren to settle themselves in Jesus rather than 
following the philosophies and opinions of mankind. When we remember that it is Jesus that 
saves us, we are freed from the opinions and temptations of people who desire to judge us 
and change us.


To The Whole World, 23 
The end of verse 23 is very interesting when it says the gospel has been preached to every 
creature under heaven. Some take that to mean when this book was written, the gospel had 
already been preached to every person living in that day. It is important for us to not discount 
the evangelistic fervor of the early church. While we see the amazing growth of the church in 
the Book of Acts, we remember that this account only tells us of the work of a few of the 
apostles (Peter, John, James, and Paul) and not all the works of all the apostles. Early 
Christian traditions speak of Apostles who went to many different foreign lands and had great 
success in carrying our the Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15. Many 
members of the early church who were not Apostles also were very evangelistic as well, Acts 
8:1-4. But most likely, what Paul is communicating in this passage is the fact that the Death, 
Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus preached to every person the power, love, and plan of God. 
Rather than literally informing every person living in that day, the message has been sent our 
to every person—living in the past, present, and future—the power and the grace of God.

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  The doctrine of reconciliation is that the all powerful god has loved us so 
much that he paid the price (the blood of the cross) so that we can once again 
be in fellowship with him. 

2.  We must continue to be faithful to the lord in order to remain saved. 

3.  The cross once for all shows the message of god’s love for his creation.



24 I now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and 
fill up in my flesh what 
is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ, for 
the sake of His body, 
which is the church, 25 of 
which I became a minister 
according to the 
stewardship from God 
which was given to me for 
you, to fulfill the word 
of God, 26 the mystery 
which has been hidden 
from ages and from 
generations, but now has 
been revealed to His 
saints. 27 To them God 
willed to make known 
what are the riches of 
the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles: which 
is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. 28 Him we 
preach, warning every 
man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom, that 
we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. 
29 To this end I also 
labor, striving according 
to His working which 
works in me mightily.

Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson six: 

Christ in You, The hope of 
Glory 1:24-29

In 2 Kings 7 Ben Hadad, King of Syria, 
gathered his army and laid siege to Samaria, 
the capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
When the people in the city ran out of food it 
came to the point where a horse’s head would 
sell for 80 pieces of silver. In this time of panic 
and suffering, Elijah told the king, “By this 
time tomorrow, a measure of flour will sell for 
a shekel and two measures of barley will sell 
for a shekel.” While this prophecy seemed 
impossible to be true, God was at work. There 
were four lepers who lived near the gate of the 
city. Realizing they would be dead soon 
anyway, they decided to go to the Syrians to 
beg for food. When they arrived at the camp 
the saw it was empty. The Lord had caused a 
great sound (like that of a charging army) to 
be heard at the camp so that the Syrians fled 
for their lives. The lepers gorged themselves 
with food and hid silver to come back to in the 
future. Yet, after a while, they said to 
themselves, “We do not do well, this day is a 
day of good tidings and we hold our peace.” 
A missionary of a past generation said, “The 
greatest crime in the desert is to know where 
water is and not tell it.” Paul understood the 
power of the gospel and the need to proclaim 
it to every person.

Filling up the Afflictions of Christ, v. 24 
Verse 24 is one of the more controversial 
passages of the Book of Colossians. Here 
Paul speaks of “filling up in his flesh what is 
lacking in the afflictions of Christ.” This 



passage can be misunderstood if we think that it means Christ came short in providing 
what is needed for our salvation. The Bible teaches plainly that Jesus’ death on the 
cross is the only payment needed for our sins. The theme of this epistle is that Christ 
saves us, no one else. It is Jesus who said from the cross, “It is finished.” What Paul is 
writing here may be better understood by looking back at the conversion of Paul in the 
Book of Acts. While Saul of Tarsus (Paul) was traveling down the road, the Lord 
appeared to him and asked, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Saul had never 
actually or personally attacked Jesus during his earthly ministry. Yet when Saul 
persecuted Christians who were of the body of Christ, Saul was in effect hurting 
Jesus. Now Paul looks back at that statement and sees that teaching and maturing 
Christians is an opportunity of helping Jesus. Therefore in this way, Paul rejoiced 
through his sufferings, knowing that the eternal reward for himself and his disciples 
was more than worth the pain. 

The Stewardship Given By God, v. 25-26 
Paul is working against the heresies present in the Colossian congregation. Many of 
these people are following Jewish tendencies, ways of earning salvation through extra 
works, and ideas of gnostic or extra doctrines. Against these Paul declares that he is a 
minister with a stewardship from God. The word for stewardship is one that points to a 
treasure that should be delivered from one person to another. In a sense, Paul is 
saying that we have been given a gift (the gospel) that needs to be shared with other 
people as well. The mystery hidden from ages and generations is that God’s Son 
would come to earth to die for our sins and would be raised from the dead. This 
resurrection would create the church, a body of God followers composed of every 
tribe of mankind in the world. Paul felt a strong responsibility to carry this message 
and to make it plain that this is the only way to salvation for every person.

Christ in You, The Hope Of Glory, v. 27-29 
The ultimate goal of God is to save you. Each person who hears the gospel must 
personalize it to see that Jesus died on the cross for our sins. The riches of the glory 
of this mystery is Christ in you, the hope of glory. But the message is to more people 
that just me and you. Paul said he preached, warning every man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom. We have an obligation to obey God’s gospel and to tell every single 
person the message of salvation as well. Our goal should be to present every person 
perfect in Christ Jesus. The plan which has been put into action through all history and 
just recently revealed to us through the gospel is that God wants everyone to be 
saved.

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1.  Christ’s death for us is the payment for sin. We are saved through the 
gospel. 

2.  We must always look for opportunities to preach the gospel to all people. 

3.  God has worked through all creation and history to bring the gospel to us.








For I want you to 
know what a great 
conflict I have for 
you and those in 
Laodicea, and for as 
many as have not seen 
my face in the flesh, 
2 that their hearts 
may be encouraged, 
being knit together in 
love, and attaining to 
all riches of the full 
assurance of 
understanding, to the 
knowledge of the 
mystery of God, both 
of the Father and of 
Christ, 3 in whom are 
hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. 
4 Now this I say lest 
anyone should deceive 
you with persuasive 
words. 5 For though I 
am absent in the 
flesh, yet I am with 
you in spirit, rejoicing 
to see your good 
order and the 
steadfastness of your 
faith in Christ.

Colossians 
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson seven: 

Beware the false teacher 2:1-5

Safety From Apostasy, v. 1-2
After the Apostle “Doubting” Thomas had confirmed to 
himself Jesus had been resurrected, Jesus told him, 
“Blessed are those who haven’t seen and yet have 
believed,” John 20:29. Jesus had in mind all of his 
disciples who would come in later times and would 
believe without directly seeing and hearing the Savior. 
These disciples would have to believe based on the 
testimony of those who were eyewitnesses. In a similar 
way, Paul is writing to the Colossian brethren whom he 
had never seen personally. Locked up in a Roman prison, 
he is working to strengthen the faith of those who are far 
away and whom he has never met. The great conflict 
happening in Paul’s mind is not the impending 
punishment or physical difficulties he was currently 
enduring, it was his desire to reach every person with the 
gospel, Colossians 1:29, and to encourage those who 
had already obeyed to fortify and strengthen them in faith.
Paul’s concern and goal for the brethren is expressed in 
three ways. First of all, he desired to strengthen the 
saints through loving instruction. He wanted to see a 
balance of love and truth in the Colossians. Some 
brethren focus on love to the determent of truth while 
others coldly focus only on the truth. Faithful Christians 
preach the truth in love, Ephesians 4:15. They preach 
truth but preach it in a way that reflects Christ’s concern 
for the lost and hurting. Secondly, the Apostle states 
that he would like to see the Colossians have full 
assurance in their understanding. They needed to be 
sure of truth to which they had adhered. In a day of 
people who claimed there were many avenues of truth, 
Paul taught them that they needed to be certain in their 
faith, John 14:6. This certainty would leave them fortified 
against these false teachers. Thirdly, the apostle’s 



desire is to be sure these Christians had a full knowledge of full Christ. The term “full 
assurance” is written to combat the false teachers who claimed there was a deeper 
knowledge apart from Christ. There is one mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) and one Savior (2 
Corinthians 5:21) and that is Christ. No person or thing, no matter how great they claim to 
be, can do anything equal to or more than Christ. 
The Source of Wisdom and Knowledge, 3
Verse three tells us that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ 
Jesus. Colossians 2:3 is considered by many people to be the key verse of the entire book 
because it reminds us that everything that is needed is found in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 1:3. 
Romans 11:33 states, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and his ways past finding out!” This mystery or 
treasure is the fact that Jesus saves people from their sins. More than that, Jesus unifies his 
people across racial and social lines, Galatians 3:28. God’s ultimate plan stated in Genesis 
3:15 is fulfilled in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Resisting the Deceiver, 4-5 
Paul is warning the brethren of these false teachers so they wouldn’t be deceived by their 
persuasive words. False teachers oftentimes use their charm and eloquent words to hide 
false reasoning. Instead of working to please God, they revel in large crowds, self 
promotion, and money. Many people today consider their preacher to be one of three things. 
Some desire a preacher to act as a priest. The priest stood in the house of God performing 
religious ceremonies such as sacrifice or receiving offerings. There was little relationship 
and the knowledge of the person was only within the house of God. Some desire their 
preacher to be an academic professor who teaches a subject and amazes the crowd on his 
deep grasp of a subject. Thirdly some see the preacher as an entertainment figure who uses 
Christianity and the Bible as props as he entertains the audience. A true understanding of a 
preacher is one who by speech and example brings others closer to Christ. He must be a 
man who puts all emphasis and attention on Jesus rather than himself. A mark of a mature 
congregation is in the satisfaction in focusing on the Word of God and the gospel 
message. 
The word used in Colossians 1:4 for deceive or beguile literally means to “set aside” and is 
also used in the Greek Translation of the Old Testament for the relationship of Jacob and 
Laban. Jacob worked seven years for the beautiful Rachael. In Genesis 29:22 Laban 
instead gave Jacob his daughter Leah who was not as beautiful. In short Laban promised 
Jacob one daughter and then by fast talking and trickery gave him another. Paul is warning 
the Colossian brethren that these false teachers are offering higher knowledge and greater 
spirituality but they can’t deliver on their promises. We must place our trust in the gospel and 
not in the persuasive words of tase teachers. 
Paul closes this section out by reminding the brethren that while he is far away, he feels 
close fellowship with them and he rejoices in their good order and steadfastness in their faith 
in Christ. He is confident that they will continue to grow and to remain faithful to the simple 
gospel. 



6 As you therefore have  

received Christ Jesus the  

Lord, so walk in Him,  

7 rooted and built up in  

Him and established in the 

faith, as you have been  

taught, abounding in it  

with thanksgiving. 

8 Beware lest anyone cheat  

you through philosophy  

and empty deceit, according 

to the tradition of men,  

according to the basic  

principles of the world,  

and not according to  

Christ. 9 For in Him dwells  

all the fullness of the  

Godhead bodily; 10 and you 

are complete in Him, who  

is the head of all  

principality and power. 

Colossians  
Fullness in 

Christ 
Lesson Eight: 

Christ and Philosophy 2:6-10

Walking In Christ, 2:6-7 
Paul commands the Colossians to walk in 
the Lord in the same way that they received 
him. The word walk is used in Scripture to 
describe our lifestyle or aim, 1 John 1:7, 
Ephesians 5:2. He wanted these brethren to 
get back to the basics of the gospel. If they 
had remembered the things Epaphras had 
taught them in the beginning, they might not 
have been so troubled by the “wise men” 
who had come with charming words and 
enticing speech and had been drawing them 
away from the fundamentals of the faith. 
They needed to be firmly rooted in and built 
up and established in the original teachings 
they had heard so they had a base that kept 
them from falling away. Instead of searching 
for a new way in their frustration or boredom, 
they should remain thankful for the simple 
message that had been delivered to them.

We live in a time when the Word of God has 
largely been forgotten in any kind of depth. 
It’s a world in which churches are filled with 
pulpits that provide little more than 
entertainment. And a watered down gospel 
will create little more than watered down 
Christians. If the Colossian brethren had 
been rooted in their faith and had grown 
mature as Christians, they wouldn’t have 
been as susceptible to these false teachers. 
So many of our troubles in Christian life 
come from our failure to embrace the Word 
of God, and furthermore, there are many 
kinds of people who are always telling us 
that we need the truth that comes from 
them. Christians today need a steady diet of 



God’s Word so they can continue to grow. It is difficult to get mature Christians for fall for 
false doctrine. 


The Dangers of Empty Philosophy, 2:8 
Once again Paul lists the three types of false teaching that were attacking the church in 
his day: the gnostics (philosophers), the aesthetics (people who multiplied rules in their 
self denying nature), and Judiazing  teachers (those following the traditions of men). 
These false teachers were in effect trying to cheat these Christians from their place in the 
heavenly realm. Their focus was on the basic principles of the world (power, money, 
reputation) and not according to Christ. The word cheat (or spoil in other translations) 
contains the idea of a pirate or raider taking captives away from their home to use for 
their own purposes. That’s what the Colossians heretics were seeking to do these 
brethren with their empty philosophy. 

It is valuable at this point to examine the concept of philosophy. The word originally 
meaning “love of wisdom,” points to the way in which we choose to see the world. 
Wisdom is taking the knowledge that we have and using it in a certain way. The Stoics 
and the Epicureans of Acts 17, could use the same set of facts in life and see very 
different things. Stoics generally saw life as something to be endured while epicureans 
saw life as fleeting and something to be taken advantage of while possible. Christians 
have a different world view that the world. To the perverse, all things are perverse but to 
the pure all things are pure, 2 Samuel 22:27. When your view of the world does not 
include Christ as Lord, your manner of wisdom or philosophy will view things in the 
wrong way. But when you see all things through Christ, your wisdom will show by the 
fruit you produce. So in Colossians 2:8, Paul is warning against viewing the world in the 
way of these false teachers rather than living the way Christ has called us to live. 


Christ Over All, 2:9-10 
Verse nine begins with the word “for” because it is a result of the verses that proceed it. 
In contrast to the empty philosophies of these false teachers, Christ stands as the 
fullness of God in bodily form. Jesus lived as man showing us his power, love, and true 
wisdom, Hebrews 4:15. The Colossians heretics had pushed a doctrine that said Christ 
was not enough, more needed to be added to him to make these disciples complete. 
Paul responds that Christ has all fullness. As a matter of fact, verse ten uses a Greek 
word for full as it speaks of complete in a way that shows Christ is more than enough for 
our salvation. No angel or spiritual being is needed to bring us a further gospel or to 
complete us in a way apart from what Christ has done. Christ is the head of all powers 
and principalities. There is no one greater than Christ.


Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. We must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ in order to obey the gospel. 

2.  The Philosophy of man is not wrong. But our worldview must focus on christ. 

3.  We must seek first the kingdom of god.



Buried With Christ, v. 11-12 
Our relationship to the Lord Jesus is really the 
key to understanding what happens to us in 
our salvation. The term “in Christ” occurs 
about 164 times in the New Testament. If you 
add the phrases “In him” or “in whom” we 
have 200 more. In other words, our 
relationship of being “in Christ” is central 
especially in the writings of Paul. 

In biblical thought there are two kinds of 
people: those who are in Christ and those 
who are not. Just as Noah’s Ark saved only 
those who were in the ark, and just as only 
those whose houses were covered in Blood 
during the Passover we saved from death, so 
also only those who are in Christ are saved. 
We are not saved by works of man, by 
sincerity, by our religion, or by our family 
name. We are saved if we are in Christ, 
Galatians 3:27, Romans 6:3-4. 

In the Old Testament, circumcision served as 
a defining point of Jewish men and Gentile 
men. In obedience to God, the Jewish man 
had his flesh removed to show his relationship 
with God. In the same way today, baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins serves as the defining 
marker for those who are in Christ and those 
who are not. 

Baptism is not some magical rite that causes 
salvation due to water or man’s work. It is the 
working of God that brings salvation to us 
through our obedience. We are baptized to be 
saved (Mark 16:16), for the forgiveness of our 

Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson nine: 
United with christ 2:11-15

11 In Him you were also  
circumcised with the  
circumcision made without  
hands, by putting off the  
body of the sins of the flesh,  
by the circumcision of Christ,  
12 buried with Him in baptism,  
in which you also were raised  
with Him through faith in the  
working of God, who raised  
Him from the dead. 13 And  
you, being dead in your  
trespasses and the  
uncircumcision of your  
flesh, He has made alive  
together with Him, having  
forgiven you all trespasses, 
14 having wiped out the  
handwriting of requirements  
that was against us, which  
was contrary to us. And He  
has taken it out of the way,  
having nailed it to the cross.  
15 Having disarmed  
principalities and powers, He 
made a public spectacle of  
them, triumphing over them in  
it.



sins and to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), to wash away our sins (Acts 22:16), to be 
joined to the body (1 Corinthians 12:13), to be clothed in Christ (Galatians 3:27), to 
accompany Christ in the work of his resurrection (Romans 6:3-4), and once again to be saved 
(1 Peter 3:21). This is not the work of man but it is God’s work brought to fruition in our lives 
through our obedience. As Ephesians 1:7 says, “In him we have redemption though his 
blood, the forgiveness of our sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”


Made Alive With Christ, v. 13 
In our past, though we were guilty and dead in our sins, God made us to be alive together in 
heavenly places. Ephesians 2:1-10 summarizes this as the story of God’s grace: we were 
dead in sins, we are made alive together in Christ, we are now his workmanship to do good 
works. Christianity is more than just an improvement of habits and lifestyle, it is a radical 
change a person undergoes as he puts the old life to death and is transformed into a disciple 
who lives solely for Jesus. If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature, the old things are 
passed away and all things are made new, 2 Corinthians 5:17


Victory in Christ, v. 14-15 
Jesus wiped out the written code, a business term meaning a certificate of indebtedness 
written in the debtor’s own handwriting. In the context of this passage, Paul sees this as the 
Old Testament regulations that some false teachers in Colossae were still requiring people to 
follow. When a person turns to Jesus, the Old Testament and old religious creeds are no 
longer applicable. The Old Testament can still teach (Romans 15:4), but we are today not 
under the Law of Moses. The old things were nailed to the cross and have been fulfilled 
through Christ’s work. 

A second temptation provided by the false teachers in Colossae was the worship of angels 
as equal to Christ. Paul speaks of these false angels and powers and says that Christ has 
made a public spectacle of them and triumphed over all things. This word picture comes 
from the Roman practice of stripping a general of an enemy army and parading him through 
the streets of Rome to show absolute dominance. In other words, Christ is not just better 
than the angels and the false doctrines these teachers were espousing, he dominates them 
and shows himself to be the true King of Kings. The Colossians were wrestling with false 
teachers who claimed Christians needed to return to Old Testament Law, to seek salvation by 
their own works, and that they needed to follow other spiritual beings than Christ. Paul’s 
response is that we are saved through Christ alone. When we are baptized in him, our past is 
done away with and all things that oppose us are defeated through Christ’s death, burial, and 

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. The term “in him” is one of the most important phrases found in scripture. It 
reminds us of the difference of those who are “in Christ” and of those who 
are not. 

2.  Baptism is the work of God that men undergo in order to be saved. We are  
      saved through obedience to christ. 

3.  Christ is lord over all people and things. We must follow him.



Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson ten: 
Liberty in christ 2:16-23

16 So let no one judge you in 
food or in drink, or regarding 
a festival or a new moon or 
sabbaths, 17 which are a 
shadow of things to come, but 
the substance is of Christ. 
18 Let no one cheat you of 
your reward, taking delight in 
false humility and worship of 
angels, intruding into those 
things which he has not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his 
fleshly mind, 19 and not 
holding fast to the Head, from 
whom all the body, nourished 
and knit together by joints 
and ligaments, grows with the 
increase that is from God. 
20 Therefore, if you died with 
Christ from the basic 
principles of the world, why, 
as though living in the world, 
do you subject yourselves to 
regulations— 21 “Do not 
touch, do not taste, do not 
handle,” 22 which all concern 
things which perish with the 
using—according to the 
commandments and doctrines 
of men? 23 These things indeed 
have an appearance of wisdom 
in self-imposed religion, false 
humility, and neglect of the 
body, but are of no value 
against the indulgence of the 
flesh.

Almost every religious group creates traditions 
or taboos over time. These are rules that are 
not rooted in the Scriptures but are still 
enforced because the majority of people think 
it’s a good idea. Over time, these taboos can 
be treated as doctrines that determine the 
faithfulness of those who practice them or 
who don’t. Some examples of these could be 
the practice of dressing up for Sunday 
services in a tie and suit coat. Or perhaps 
women wearing dresses rather than pants for 
the Sunday morning services. Some place 
strong emotional value on whether it is right or 
wrong to see a movie in a theater or to play 
cards. In Colossians 2:16-23 Paul discusses 
the principle of Christian liberty and the 
necessity of sticking to the Scriptures to 
determine our code of conduct. 

Let no one judge you, v. 16-17 
There appeared to be in Colossae false 
teachers who urged Christians to return to the 
rituals of the Old Testament. The dietary laws, 
festival periods, and Sabbath keeping were 
items in the Old Testament that pointed to the 
work and character of Christ. Christ’s life and 
his death, burial, and resurrection fulfilled the 
Old Law so that we are no longer bound to it 
today, Matthew 5:17, Galatians 3:24-25. 

It should be remembered that Paul oftentimes 
subjected himself to the traditions of the 
Jewish faith in order to not be a stumbling 
block in his evangelistic efforts. In order to 
reach the Jews, he oftentimes would act like a 
Jew, 1 Corinthians 9:20-22. But Paul also was 
certain to let people know that we are no 



longer under the Law of Moses because of the work of Christ in fulfilling the old way. 

We are only judged by those who think they have authority over us. The judge of all things 
is God. In this passage Paul is encouraging these Christians to see that God’s opinions 
matter much more than the feelings of fellow people. The Apostle says for us to 
remember that Christ is the substance of all things and he is the one we must please. 

Let no one cheat you, v. 18-19 
Paul says let “no one cheat you” which is an athletic reference to judges who watch and 
rank athletes. Oftentimes the referees or judges of an athletic contest do not participate 
in the rigors of the game and yet they still determine who wins and who loses. There is a 
sense in which we must strive to not be disqualified in our race in Christ, 1 Corinthians 
9:27, 2 Timothy 3:8. But these references look to true moral failings and not a lack of 
following human rules. The false teachers in Colossae were cheating the church members 
out of the peace of Christian living by ranking members and causing discord. Paul 
includes four areas used as distractions from true Christian living that were being 
exploited by these false teachers. The first area was asceticism, a term referring to self 
denial. These are acts of false humility with extreme practices which appear noble but are 
not required by God. Secondly, Paul speaks of the worship of angels. We are to worship 
God alone, Matthew 4:10, Revelation 22:9. Many false teachers of that day taught that 
alternative messages of God were given by angels. Thirdly, Paul refers to visions that 
taught a different gospel than what the Apostles’ taught. God is not a God of confusion. 
Therefore all things must be in agreement to what we read in the Scriptures. Finally Paul 
speaks of the pride or vainly puffed mind of these teachers who sought to raise disciples 
after themselves, Acts 20:30, 2 Timothy 4:3. Rather than follow the teachings of men, 
Christians need to hold fast to Christ who is the head of the church. It is only though 
Christ we receive spiritual nourishment and hope for eternal life, John 14:6.

Let no one subject you, v. 20-23 
The ascetic believed that a higher spirituality was gained by adding regulations to the 
doctrine of Christ and by abuse to the body. They thought in a sense by building a wall 
around yourself, Satan had no way to attack. Therefore they added rules about what 
could be eaten, what could be enjoyed, and what could be said. Even though those rules 
were found no where in Scripture, they supposedly showed that the person practicing 
them was more religious than the people who did not practice them. Paul discourages 
this line of thinking by reminding his readers that the things of the world are not spiritual 
in nature. That is, money is not sinful but the love of money is sinful. Food is not sinful but 
gluttony is sinful. Sex is not sinful, but sex outside of God’s plan for marriage is sinful. It is 
not the physical elements of the world that bring sin, it is the misuse of them. Extra-
biblical rules against these things have an appearance of wisdom, or humility but are of 
no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. God is our judge, not man. Although we are to not be a stumbling block to 
others, we must remember to whom we truly belong. 

2.  Adding rules to the gospel beyond what the scriptures teach rob christians  
     of their peace and joy found in christ. 

3.  The things of this world are not sinful. But our misuse of them can be 
     sinful.



Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson eleven: 
Our life Christ, 3:1-11

1 If then you were raised with 
Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, 
sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your mind on things above, 
not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 
5 Therefore put to death your 
members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6 Because of these things the 
wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience, 7 in which 
you yourselves once walked 
when you lived in them. 
8 But now you yourselves are to 
put off all these: anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 
9 Do not lie to one another, 
since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds, 10 and have 
put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according 
to the image of Him who created 
him, 11 where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 
uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave nor free, but 
Christ is all and in all.

In this section of the letter, Paul uses the 
analogy of physical death to describe our 
relationship with Christ. When our body 
dies, we leave behind our mortal remains 
and our spirit travels to be with the Lord. 
No one takes their physical body with them 
to the spirit realm, it must be left behind. 
For those who are Christians this is a 
glorious time because paradise is a 
wonderful place. This reality of what 
happens at our death is an illustration of 
what must happen at our conversion to 
Christ. When we obey the gospel, we must 
leave behind the old habits and selfishness 
of sin and we must now live fully for Jesus. 
Our purpose for living and the fruit of our 
actions is a clear change when we are 
placed in Christ. In our spiritual lives we 
must continually put to death the elements 
of sin that rise in our lives and must 
constantly make sure that we are living in 
accordance to our spiritual nature. 


Seeking Christ, v. 1-4 
Paul begins Colossians 3:1 with the phrase 
“if then” or “therefore” to show a transition 
in the letter. Just as in the apostle’s other 
letters (Romans 12:1, Ephesians 4:1, and 
Philippians 4:1), Paul begins with a 
doctrinal section and then transitions to an 
application section. Both the doctrine and 
application sections of the book are 
inspired by the Holy Spirit and important 



for the Christian to understand and to follow. It is necessary for us to understand the 
“why” (doctrine) and the “how” (application) of our Christian faith. Paul will show us, 
beginning in chapter 3, what it looks like to live out the Christian life. In other words, what 
does it mean to be a Christian and how does the Christian act?

For the first ten verses of this section, Paul grammatically uses the declarative and 
imperative tense (standing and state) to describe who we are as Christians and what we are 
to do. That is, the declarative tense describes who we are in Christ: we are dead (v. 3), we 
have been raised (v. 1), we are with Christ in heaven (v. 3),  we have taken off the old self (v. 
9) and have put on the new self (v. 10). The imperative tense shows what we are to do as a 
result: we set our hearts of Christ (v. 1-2), we put to death the actions that belonged to our 
earthly nature (v. 5), and we put away practices that characterize worldly people (v. 8). This 
passage is also summarized in Romans 6:1-13. 


Putting Old Man To Death, v. 5-9 
Old habits don’t die easily. We can think of it like a modern horror movie about vampires or 
zombies (neither of which really exist) where the zombies keep coming back to life no 
matter how many times they are killed. They may lie dead on the ground for a few minutes 
or hours but then they come back to life when no one expects them to. When we obey the 
gospel we declare the old man of sinfulness dead and we become a new creation in Christ. 
Yet the old ways will continue to try to come back into our lives. Continually there will be 
temptations of fornication, uncleanness (sexual sin), evil desires, and covetousness. We 
must continually put these temptations to death. Each day there will be within us a desire to 
be angry, to want revenge, to be mean to others, to not be godly and to lie. But we must 
flee these temptations and make sure Christ rules our lives. We must not compromise with 
the old man or pretend the old man does not exist. The old way of sin must constantly be 
put to death.


The New Man in Christ, v. 10-11 
Just as we change out of dirty clothes and put on new and fresh clothes each day, Paul 
says we are to put away evil practices in our lives through repentance and walk in the light 
of God. Our walk in Christ renews us in the knowledge that we are created in the image of 
God and that we should live that way. Part of the joy in Christ is that that we are no longer 
in a world of division but we are now placed in a world of blessed equality in Christ. No 
longer are we judged according to our race, or our social status or our past. We live fully for 
Christ and find our identity in him. The old ways are done and now we live in the new 
kingdom of Christ.

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. Our spiritual death to sin must be as dramatic and as certain as what 
physical death looks like. We must die to sin and live for Christ. 

2.  The act of dying to sin is not only a one time occurrence. It is a daily  
     sacrifice of putting the lord first in our lives and removing any temptation. 

3.  Christians should strive daily to look more like Jesus in our  
     thoughts, actions, and dreams.



Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson twelve: 
Christianity in view, 3:12-4:1

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, 
longsuffering; 13 bearing with one 
another, and forgiving one another, if 
anyone has a complaint against another; 
even as Christ forgave you, so you also 
must do. 14 But above all these things 
put on love, which is the bond of 
perfection. 15 And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, to which also you 
were called in one body; and be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And 
whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him. 
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, 
as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, 
love your wives and do not be bitter 
toward them. 20 Children, obey your 
parents in all things, for this is well 
pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in 
all things your masters according to the 
flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-
pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, 
fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; 
for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he 
who does wrong will be repaid for what 
he has done, and there is no partiality. 
4:1 Masters, give your bondservants what 
is just and fair, knowing that you also 
have a Master in heaven.

The Christian Attitude, 3:12-15 
Here Paul tells the Colossian brethren what 
Christianity should look like in everyday life. It is 
important to discuss very important doctrines 
concerning the Lordship of Jesus Christ over all 
creation, the inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
doctrine of salvation through obedience to 
Christ, and the importance of staying away 
from sin. But it's also necessary for us to 
recognize that our faith must be tangible even 
outside the church buildings where we gather 
on Sundays. After Paul has covered what 
Christians should ‘put to death’ earlier in 
chapter three (fornication, greed, anger, filthy 
language, and lying) he now tells them what to 
“put on.” In Luke 11:24-25 Jesus tells a parable 
of a man who cleansed himself of an evil spirit. 
After that spirit wandered the earth, it returned 
to find the house unoccupied. Therefore it 
brought with him seven other spirits to make 
the situation worse than it was before. The 
point Jesus is making is that it’s not enough to 
stay away from bad things, rather we must add 
the Christian graces to our life as well. The 
things we are to put on in verses twelve and 
thirteen all have to do with how we treat other 
people. We are to be kind, humble, patient, and 
forgiving. Above all these things we are to put 
on love (1 Corinthians 13:13) and let God’s 
peace rule our hearts. When Christians have 
attitudes like these, outsiders will be attracted 
to the gospel and insiders will be motivated to 
even greater service. 


The Christian in Worship 
It has become popular in some circles to claim 
Colossians 3:16-17 has to do with every day 
life rather than corporate worship. The reason 
for this is to negate the clear teaching here that 



our singing in church should be by voice (acapella) rather than accompanied by the instrument. But 
the context of Paul’s letter and the discussion of the word of Christ, the act of teaching and 
admonishing, and the nature of the songs show clearly that worship during the time of church 
gathering is what is being referred to in this passage. Paul is telling the Colossian brethren to focus 
during worship by allowing the Word of God to dwell richly or to make a home in our hearts. When 
we are bored or distracted in worship we are much more susceptible to false teaching and 
discouragement. Singing is one of the most enriching acts of worship and Paul is telling the 
Colossians brethren to focus on the teaching and admonishing that are found in the words. 
Technically a psalm is a newly composed song, a hymn is a song of praise, and a song is a 
recounting of the mighty acts of God. Whatever we do in our worship period needs to be 
authorized (done in the name or according to the authority) of Jesus. 


The Christian Home 
Perhaps it is in the home that our Christianity shines the brightest. It may be easy to look religious 
for a few hours each week in a church building, or to appear to love Jesus in a workplace setting 
where people do not know us well. But those who are in our family know the true measure that 
Christianity has taken in our hearts. As he did in Ephesians 5:22-6:4, Paul gives specific 
instructions as to how we are to treat one another in our family. Wives are told to submit to the 
husbands as is fitting in the Lord. Of course, all Christians are to submit to the Lord, to 
government, and to the leaders of the church. Ladies are commanded have their husbands be 
spiritual leaders in the home. Many times this takes a great deal of humility and also training for the 
men (1 Peter 3:1-6). Many times men in the home do not have a spiritual heart and this can make 
this process very difficult. But as much as is possible (as fitting in the Lord), we need to create our 
homes to reflect the church (Ephesians 5:22-33). Husbands are commanded to love their wives 
and not be harsh toward them. The concept of love here is rooted in sacrifice and meeting the 
needs of others before seeking to meet our own needs. The call and role of a husband is one of 
sacrifice, desire to understand, and to lead by example. Children are called to obey their parents. 
Our view of our parents in many ways will shape our view of God. And fathers are called to lead 
their children in love and example, not in harshness and abuse. 


The Christian Workplace

Slavery was very common in the Roman Empire, even among those who were members of the 
Lord’s church. Slaves were also considered to be a part of the family which is why these 
instructions are included here. Slavery is wrong because it views people as disposable and as 
property. When we recognize that all people have souls and are made in the image of God, slavery 
will disappear (study the Book of Philemon). Colossians 3:22-4:1 can be applied to today’s times 
as teaching for people who are in difficult working situations. Many people have bosses that 
mistreat the employees or work for companies that view their workers as capital and not people. In 
this situation Paul instructs the brethren to focus on God (fearing God, as to the Lord, receive the 
reward from God, your master is in heaven). When we see that our work is not done only for earthly 
salaries but is instead a reflection of our trust in God, we will see the true value of our occupation. 


Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. Christianity is more than just not sinning. Our faith leads us to act more 
like Christ every day and in every situation.  

2.  Our worship should follow the teachings of scripture. Our worship is a gift  
     to god, not entertainment for ourselves.  

3.  Christians may find themselves in difficult places in the home and  
     workplace. We should act like Christians even when it is hard to do so.



Colossians 
Fullness in Christ 

Lesson thirteen: 
Paul’s closing words, 4:2-18

2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being 
vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile 
praying also for us, that God would open to 
us a door for the word, to speak the mystery 
of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 
speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who 
are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your 
speech always be with grace, seasoned with 
salt, that you may know how you ought to 
answer each one. 7 Tychicus, a beloved 
brother, faithful minister, and fellow 
servant in the Lord, will tell you all the 
news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for 
this very purpose, that he may know your 
circumstances and comfort your hearts, 
9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved 
brother, who is one of you. They will make 
known to you all things which are 
happening here. 10 Aristarchus my fellow 
prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin 
of Barnabas (about whom you received 
instructions: if he comes to you, welcome 
him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. 
These are my only fellow workers for the 
kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; 
they have proved to be a comfort to me. 
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a 
bondservant of Christ, greets you, always 
laboring fervently for you in prayers, that 
you may stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness 
that he has a great zeal for you, and those 
who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 
14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas 
greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in 
Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that 
is in his house. 16 Now when this epistle is 
read among you, see that it is read also in 
the church of the Laodiceans, and that you 
likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 
17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the 
ministry which you have received in the 
Lord, that you may fulfill it.” 18 This 
salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember 
my chains. Grace be with you. Amen. 

Focus on Prayer, 4:2-3 
Paul’s humility is seen in his focus on 
prayer. Our prayer lives are a gauge of 
our level of reliance and faith in God. 
Six times in the New Testament we see 
that we should be “devoted to” or 
“persevere” in prayer (Acts 1:14, Acts 
2:42, Acts 6:4, Romans 12:12, 
Ephesians 6:18, and Colossians 4:2). In 
Paul’s mind, prayers should not always 
be about what we want or need, they 
need to be filled with thanksgiving for 
our blessings and the gospel. But Paul 
also sees the need to pray for needs as 
well. As a matter of fact, Paul requests 
prayers for himself, Ephesians 6:18-20.  
If Paul as an Apostle of Christ and a 
man led by Spirit in his work felt the 
need for prayers on his behalf, imagine 
what our attitude should be today? 
Paul’s request for prayer focuses on 
him finding open doors to preach to 
people and for wisdom in how to 
approach those people. 


Focus on Outreach, 4:5-6 
In a congregation that is dealing with 
false teachers and troubles, Paul 
emphasizes the importance of patience 
and grace. Being aware of how things 
look to outsiders is important. 
Recognizing that time is limited is also 
important. We must wisely live in a way 
that makes the best use of our time. 
We also must season our speech (with 
salt) so that when we speak to others it 
accomplishes good and not bad. 




Verses two through six contains a simple plan for evangelism that every Christian can be 
involved in. First we must be a people of prayer (verse 2-3) both for ourselves and for those 
who preach the gospel. Secondly we must watch ourselves in the way we act (verse 4). 
While other people may not understand the reason why we live as Christians, we must not 
give them reason to doubt us or question us because of our actions. Hypocrisy will drive 
people away from Christ. Next we must recognize the fleeting nature of time (verse 5). We 
must not allow ourselves to be comfortable with people being lost spiritually. We must 
always live in light of a coming Day of Judgment. Fourth, we should watch how we speak 
to other people (verse 6). Our language shows the condition of our heart, Luke 6:45. And 
lastly we should season what we say. We should shape our speech specifically for each 
person to whom we reach out. Different people season their food in different ways. In the 
same way, while the message of the gospel is the same, our method of reaching out will 
change depending on the background and personality of each person (Compare Peter’s 
sermon in Acts 2 to Paul’s sermon in Acts 17). 


Focus On Relationships, 5:7-14 
Christianity is about relationships. Of course there is the vertical relationship we have in 
Christ and the Father, but there is also the horizontal relationships we have with the 
brethren. No man lives only to himself, Romans 14:7. Our lives are richer when we share 
things with one another. Paul oftentimes mentioned these relationships in the last chapters 
of his letters. These passages give us insight to the personality and life of the Apostle. The 
first two people mentioned by Paul are Tychicus who is returning with this letter. Also by the 
side of Tychicus is Onesimus, the slave of Philemon, a member of this congregation. Very 
likely, the Book of Philemon was also delivered to the congregation at this time. Paul also 
includes greetings from Aristarchus and Mark, and Justus. It’s interesting to see Paul’s 
relationship with Mark (Acts 15:38-39, Philemon 1:24, 2 Timothy 4:11).  Paul also sends 
greetings from Epaphras, Luke, and Demas (2 Timothy 4:10). 


Focus on the Word, 5:15-18 
In the First Century church, the reading of God’s Word played a central part in worship, 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:105. We see here that books of the Bible 
written to specific congregations were to be shared among all the churches. That’s why it's 
profitable for those in North America to read the Book of Galatians, Thessalonians, 
Colossians, and the others even today. While some parts of these letters are specific in 
context and time to these churches, Christians today will learn from these books what God 
desires of us today. We no longer have the Epistle from Laodicea. That’s because God did 
not see fit for it to be preserved for us. It likely repeated what we already have or it did not 
contain the things that apply to us in our present day. Paul closes his letter to the 
Colossians with the same message he began with in Colossians 1:2: “grace be with you.”

Takeaways For This Lesson: 

1. Prayer is vital to christian living. We should continually grow in it. 

2.  We must constantly focus on evangelism. This is a major purpose of the  
     church. Every member should be involved. 

3.  Christian relationships are vital for us. Our choice in friends reveal our  
     character.


