
Church Discipline

1 Corinthians 5 

1.  Discipline is needed in every part of life 
	 Society: Rom. 13:4 sword of the Lord in vain

	 Family: rod will save his life Proverbs 23:13

	 Personally: I discipline my body, 1 Cor. 9:27


2.  Discipline is a major topic in the New Testament 
Mt. 18

Titus 3:10 Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition

2 Thessalonians 3:6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of 

	 our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother 

	 who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which 

	 he received from us

Romans 16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause 

	 divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you 

	 learned, and avoid them

1 Cor. 5:2, 5, 13, 11


3.  Purpose is often Misunderstood: to bring sinner back 
	 Church is about love?  This is cruel  
1 Cor. 5:5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

	 that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus

It works 2 Cor. 2:6 The man of 1 Cor. 5 came back

Mt. 18:15 Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him 

	 his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have 

	 gained your brother


4.  Purpose misunderstood: to protect the church 
	 We are all sinners, what right has the church to judge? 
1 Cor. 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little 

	 leaven leavens the whole lump?

Rom. 16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions

	  and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and 

	 avoid them

1 Tim. 1:19-20 Hymenaus and Alexander: shipwrecked their faith, 
delivered to Satan learn not to blaspheme (2 Tim. 16-18 their 
teachings spread like cancer)


5.  Purpose misunderstood: show the world purity 
	 What is the church: holy people of God 
1 Cor. 5:9-11 Worldly people are worldly, but not brethren 
1 Tim. 5:14 younger widows remarry that…,give no opportunity to the 

	 adversary to speak reproachfully

1 Tim. 6:1 Slaves obey so that the name of God and His doctrine may 

	 not be blasphemed.

2 Peter 2:2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of 

	 whom the way of truth will be blasphemed


6.  Reasons for discipline in Scripture 
A brother stubbornly sinful. Mt. 18:15-17 

Someone who splits the church. Rom. 16:17

Living openly sinful lives. 1 Cor. 5:9

False teachers. 1 Tim. 1:19-20


7. Must be an act of love and not pride or revenge 
	 Temperament matters, it must be done out of love

Gal. 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

	 spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 

	 considering yourself lest you also be tempted



