
A Reminder of my Ways.    1 Corinthians 4:17 
“That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind 
you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.” 
Introduction: Paul is sincere and not a hypocrite. Our world today is full of hypocrisy.

Hypocrisy: 	 1.  Doing the things you judge others for doing.

	 	 2. Claiming standards you don’t meet.

Examples:  Listed 17 times in NT, Balaam, David, Pharisees, Judas, 

	 	 Diotrephes (wanted preeminence)

I. Character of a hypocrite 
Pretend to be someone they are not: Mt. 23:25-28

	 Clean outside of dish, inside filthy

	 Outward righteous, inside lawless and hypocrite

	 Focus is outward, neglect heart matters

Love the praise of people, Mt 6:1-5

	 Their actions are to be seen by others

	 Trumpet when giving, prayers to be heard

	 Religious when it is popular

Correct others, but not themselves, 7:3-5

	 Beam in eye, look for specks in others

	 Judge others more harshly, not realizing they need mercy

	 Severe with others, lenient on self

Lip service, but hearts far from God, Mt 15:8-9

	 Mistreat even parents

	 Lips praise, hearts are far from me

	 Religion depends on time and place: who is looking

Emphasize pet doctrines, Mt. 23:24

	 Tithe spices, but no mercy, justice, faith

	 Strain gnat, swallow camel

	 Hunt minor differences to divide, yet inside filthy

Self Righteous and Judgmental, 23:29-30

	 Monuments to prophets, yet hate Jesus 

	 Mt. 23:15 travel land and sea to proselytize and then 

	 	 make him twice a son of hell as yourself

II. Cures For Hypocrisy 
A.  Are we among the hypocrites?

	 When you do good things, do you have to tell others?

	 Do you understand grace?

	 Is it more about people being wrong? Or people being saved?

B.  The Cure:

	 Love God more than your reputation

	 	 He must become more, I must become less

	 Recognize your own sinfulness

	 	 Ground level at foot of the cross

	 Love people

	 	 Don’t love your doctrine, your church, your faith

	 	 Fellowship is about people



