
The Power of the Gospel

 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power, 1 Cor 4:20 

Introduction: How do you define power?  Political? Financial? Military?

My kingdom is not of this world, John 18:36


I.    Context: Paul was gone, had sent Timothy 
They thought  Paul’s gospel was weaker

Not eloquent, not famous, not wise

Paul speaks of “power” Dunamis

	 120 times in NT: strength, power, ability

II. Source of this Power: What’s great about Jesus? 
He created the worlds, Col 1:16

He will judge all things, Philippians 2:9-11

He overcame the grave, 1 Cor. 15

III. Application of this Power to us 
A. Scriptures

Rom. 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 

	 power of God unto salvation…

Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities

	 —his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 

	 seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 

	 people are without excuse.

1 Cor 1:22-24 For the Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 

	 wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 

	 Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has 

	 called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

	 the wisdom of God. 

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all 

	 surpassing power is from God and not from us.

2 Cor 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

	 power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all 

	 the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 

	 may rest on me.

2 Tim 1:7 For the Spirit of God gave us does not make us timid, but 

	 gives us power, love, and self discipline.

2 Pet 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a 

	 godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his 

	 own glory and goodness.

B.  What does this power look like in our lives?

1 Cor. 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power

It is quiet

	 2 Kings 5:11

It is personal: One person telling another

	 Conviction of the heart


It rests in Jesus 

	 Its not our goodness, our wisdom, our power

	 It is Jesus Christ whom we preach



