
The Name that Charms Our Fears

(Prayer in the Name of Jesus) 

Introduction:

1. The expression 'in the name of Jesus’ is not just some formula or 

mere formality for ending a prayer. It is one of the most 
wonderfully comprehensive expressions in all the Bible.


3. It is extremely significant that in our Lord’s farewell discourse to 

	 His disciples He mentioned at least six times the importance 

	 of praying 'in My name.' (John 14:13- 14, 15:16, 16:23-27).

5. Can there be any doubt that the Lord was trying to impress His 

	 followers concerning the privilege and power of prayer offered 

	 in His name?

6. In this study, we will examine three fundamental themes which will 

	 better help us understand what it truly means to pray in the

	  name of Jesus.


I. Analyzing the passages 
1. There are several passages that are very pertinent to trying to 

discover the richness of 'in the name of Jesus' meaning

2. John 14:13-14 - Note four thoughts from this passage:

	 a. Privilege - ‘whatever'- universal term.

	 b. Presentation - 'ask in my name'- in accord with His person 

	 and character. 

	 c. Promise - 'I will do it.'- Assurance, after all this is 

	 mentioned twice!

	 d. Praise - 'that the Father be glorified in the son'

3. John 15:16

a. Appointment - chosen (apostles and application to us

	 (2 Thessalonians 2:13-15).

b. Abiding - 'go and bear fruit, that I should remain'- This was told to 

	 the apostles and us again.

c. Asking - 'whatever you ask the Father in my name, He will give

	  you'

4. John 16:23-28

a. Two meanings for 'Ask'

   1. In 23a and 26 - to ask or to make a request

   2. In 23b, 24 and 26b 'to request something of a superior.’ 30

b. Two times - 'now‘ and 'that day‘.

c. Two situations - figurative language vs. plain language. 

5. John 20:31 - life in his name.


6. Luke 10:17 - demons subject in his name (cf. Acts 16:18).

7. Acts 2:21 - salvation in His name.

8. Ephesians 5:20 - giving thanks always in His name.

9. Colossians 3:17 - do all in His name.


II. Acknowledging the priorities 
1. General meaning - to pray 'in the name of Jesus’ both an action 

and an attitude; it is to pray in harmony with all that Jesus is and 
all that He has done for us.


2. Specific acknowledgments:

	 a. Realization - pray in accordance with all Jesus' name 

	 	 stands for as Son of God who died for our sins 

	 	 (Philippians 2:9-11, John 14:6, John 1:11-12). 

	 b. Representation - appeal to the Father upon the basis of 

	 	 Christ’s sacrifice and work as High Priest (Hebrews 

	 	 4:14-16, 7:25). See also 1 John 2:1-2.

	 	 The One who ‘represents’ us is Jesus

	 c. Attestation - our own inability to properly solve our sin 

	 	 problem, or to provide for ourselves (Matthew 5:3, 

	 	 James 4:10, 2 Corinthians 3:5). 

	 d. Consideration - prayer that is consistent with the holy, 

	 	 righteous and sovereign character of God (1 Peter 

	 	 1:15-16, 2 Corinthians 7:1, Mat 5:8, Jms 5:16, et. al.).

	 e. Identification - request of the Father what Jesus would 

	 	 desire. Our desires are His, our mind is that of Christ 

	 	 (Philippians 2:5), our walk is in harmony with His (1 

	 	 Peter 2:21-22), Matthew 26:39-42). 

	 f. Glorification - our sincere desire is that the Father be 

	 	 glorified (Matthew 5:13-16) John 14:13, 27:4).

	 g. Appropriation - prayer offered in the knowledge that God 

	 	 will answer accordingly (Matthew 21:22).


III. Applying the results 
1. Testing our results in prayer:

	 a. Has what I have been asking for been through the light of 

	 	 Scripture? 

	 b. If I receive the request, would I draw closer to the Lord?

	 c. Does this seek the ultimate and eternal good of all 

	 	 involved?

	 d. Will this expand or strengthen the church of God?

e. Is it something God will enjoy too if He grants it? (Psalm 106.15) 

	 God’s pleasure (Psalm 16:11, Philippians 2:13, Hebrews 




	 13:20-21, 2 Corinthians 5:9).

2. Prayer in Jesus' name is one of the greatest blessings of fellowship 

	 with God, for it lifts the one praying into unity and oneness 

	 with the Son of God Himself.

3. ‘In the name of Jesus' is the most influential phrase in the Bible. Is 

	 there any more so? Such is its power and importance.

4. To use someone else’s name means we are not acting by our own 

	 power or authority. See the vivid contrast of Luke 18:9-14. 

	 	 See also Esther 8:7-8.

5. The point is that Jesus entrusts us with His name so we might 

	 have access to the riches of heaven!

6. We might entrust our checkbook to a spouse but never an 

	 embezzler.

7. Before going to heaven, Jesus committed His interests to frail and 

	 failing men. He signed over the ‘power of attorney‘ to us to 

	 use His name in drawing on the bank of heaven for any 

	 supplies necessary for the welfare of His work.

	 	 What resources are thus at our asking!

8. Prayer in the name of Jesus overcomes our fears. The question of 

	 questions: ‘Does this thing or individual have greater power 

	 than Jesus?' ‘Will you give God the fear and allow Him to give 

	 you the courage to overcome it?' Fear is the outward 

	 manifestation of worry and our own insufficiency. Grim 

	 reminders of the past. See 1 John 4:18-19, Revelation 

	 1:17-18.

9. His name gives us assurance (1 Thessalonians 1:5, Hebrews 6:11, 

	 10:22).

10. Every prayer should be prayed ‘in the name of Jesus'. When the 

	 prayer is public, the fact that the prayer is being offered in 

	 Christ’s name should be stated (where this is done in the 

	 prayer makes no difference). But further, the fact that the 

	 prayer is being offered ‘in Jesus' name should be written all 

	 over our hearts, thoughts and actions not only during our 

	 prayers, but throughout our lives! Then we truly can say 

	 ’amen‘ and be one too!


