
I Am What I Am        
1 Corinthians 15:8-10 

Introduction: Our relationship with Jesus in many ways is defined by

    our perception of grace.   Some leave it out: transaction, some

    over teach (Romans 6:1-2).

This passage clearly explains the relationship of grace and works.

I. What I Was, v. 8-9 
    Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am  
	 the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle,  
	 because I persecuted the church of God. 
A. Paul’s Past

	 He was well educated

	 	 Feet of Gamaliel, Pharisee, Roman citizen

	 He wrecked havoc in the church

	 	 Acts 7 Stephen, Acts 9

B.  Born out of due time: ektromati

	 Meaning of phrase: abortive (Roman Senate), saved carefully

	 H was kicking against goad, Acts 26:14

C.  The gospel gives us reality glasses

	 Romans 3:9-12 There is no one righteous, no, not one: there 

	 is none who understands, there is none who seeks after God, 

	 they have all become unprofitable, there is none who does 

	 good, no, not one.

	 Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23

II. What I Am, v. 10a 
     10 But by the grace of God I am what I am 
A. By the grace of God

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

	 that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 

	 anyone should boast

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to

	  all men

B.  I Am What I Am

	 A saved sinner seeking the savior


III. What I Do, v. 10b 
10b and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than 
they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  
A.  His grace toward me was not in Vain

	 Jesus died for all the world, John 3:16, Mk 16:15


B. 	 The gospel calls for extreme living

	 Luke 9:23, Romans 12:1

C.    Not I, but grace of God with me

	 Are we saved by our own works? NO

	 But we give ourselves fully to the way of God, Acts 5:41



